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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 




	
PART A Curriculum Music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music 




	                            
At Meanwood, all classes get a music lesson each week delivered by class teachers and cover TAs. In Nursery/early years this is usually a 30 min session. In KS1, it is usually an hour and in KS2, also usually for an hour.  In KS1, lessons take place in classrooms or the KS1 hall.  In KS2, lessons take place in a designated music room which is well-resourced and has space for working both at tables (reading/writing music or playing instruments) or in the carpet area e.g. for practising rhythm activities/playing instruments in small groups. 
The music curriculum at Meanwood follows the Kapow Primary Music scheme.  It is designed to help pupils recognise themselves as musical and to nurture a lifelong love of music.
In delivering the scheme the children have the opportunity to develops the skills, knowledge, and understanding needed to become confident performers, composers, and listeners. The curriculum introduces pupils to music from across the world, encouraging respect and appreciation for the music of all traditions and communities.
Pupils build musical skills through singing, playing tuned and untuned instruments, improvising, composing and listening and responding to music. They develop an understanding of the historical and cultural context of the music they encounter and learn how music can be notated.
Children have the opportunity to sing and chant in most music lessons. In Early Years, children learn to sing through nursery rhymes and other simple songs and chants, both call & response and unison. They learn to respond to different musical elements through body movements and using voices. 
Pupils with SEND (special educational needs and disabilities) are supported with additional adult guidance and/or differentiated tasks where appropriate; for example, playing simpler parts in an ensemble piece of music or following colour-coded notation that matches the notes of an instrument such as a glockenspiel. 


	



PART C Musical Experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.



	Regular events for Meanwood include two weekly singing assemblies- one in each key stage- which are fifteen minutes long. Children in KS1 sing unison songs call and response and 2 & 3 part rounds. In KS2, children sing in unison, call & response and songs in several parts. Older children often follow harmony lines.
Children in EYFS perform songs to parents at Christmastime. Children in KS1 have performed songs at stay & play sessions to parents and children KS2 take part in a carol concert.  Children in KS2 perform with their classes to parents. 
Meanwood holds a talent show in each key stage each summer and all children are encouraged to participate. Children perform solo or in small groups and acts chosen by their classes take part in a final performance.
Children who make excellent progress in curricular lessons or small group tuition are encouraged to join out of school hours clubs at Rochdale Music Service.
Children in KS2 (Year 4 or 5) usually get to visit the Halle orchestra (Halle for Youth Concerts for Schools programme) which involves preparing and performing songs.
Other musical activities may include visiting local care homes to sing for residents (Reception, Choir, Y6), taking part in RUSC (local hub) events e.g. Drumming group at Christmas, Y6 Leavers’ Performances and preparing songs for visiting groups e.g. for the drama company pantomime
A weekly Karaoke club is available in KS2 for children where the children have the opportunity to perform songs of their choice.  Using music in this way helps the children to relieve stress, boost confidence, build social bonds, and celebrate occasions.  


	
In the Future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

	In subsequent years, Meanwood plans to ensure pupils have the opportunity to take part in the Rochdale Music Festival to ensure that children experience a wider opportunity to perform for others.   There will also be development within the weekly singing assembly where songs will be carefully planned and fall in line with seasonal changes.   There will be a further opportunity within singing assemblies for children to learn to sing in harmony and in rounds.    

	


Other information 



	Rochdale Music Service provides further opportunities for children to access music lessons, clubs and activities outside normal school hours, where they can further develop their musical interests and skills.
Further information can be found here:
https://www.rochdale.gov.uk/rochdale-music-service

First Thing Music activities which are used to support children’s learning in early years and KS1 https://firstthingmusic.co.uk/





