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Meanwood Primary School - SEND Information Report 2020

Meanwood is a fully inclusive mainstream nursery and primary school. We believe that every child is unique and deserves an education which ensures that they reach their full potential: socially, emotionally and academically. This report gives you information about the ways in which we support all of our pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) so that they enjoy and achieve. We regularly consult with pupils, parents, staff and governors so provision may change and develop over time.

	Regulations
	Question
	School response

	1. The kinds of special educational needs for which provision is made at the school


	What kinds of SEND do children have in our school?
	‘A pupil has SEN where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational provision, namely provision different from or additional to that normally available to pupils of the same age.’ (SEN Code of Practice 2014)

We support a wide range of children with SEND in our school who have difficulties with communication and interaction; cognition and learning; social, emotional and mental health and sensory or physical difficulties. 

	2. Information related to mainstream schools about the school’s policies for the identification and assessment of pupils with SEN
	How do you know if a pupil has SEND and how will they be supported? 


	Our staff monitor closely the progress made by all children and ask for advice as soon as they have concerns about any pupil. 

Where a pupil is identified as having SEN we aim to remove barriers to learning and put effective provision in place. This is known as the graduated approach:

Assess           Plan                   Do         Review  

Diagnostic assessment may be carried out by our staff to pinpoint areas for development and to inform target setting, or we may refer for specialist advice and/or assessment by our Educational Psychologist or other outside agency.  Targeted activities are then implemented to support the child which may involve small group work or 1:1 intervention. The progress made is very closely monitored and evaluated in order to decide what the next steps are. This is a continual cycle and is recorded in a Learning Plan (a document which details the support children are receiving).
If it is decided to provide a pupil with SEN support, then parents/carers will be formally notified although we aim to engage in an earlier discussion to discuss concerns whenever appropriate.  The teacher should agree in consultation with the parent and the pupil the adjustments, interventions and support to be put in place, as well as the expected impact on progress, development or behaviour, along with a clear date for review.

If we have taken relevant and purposeful action to identify, assess and meet the SEN of the pupil and they have not made expected progress, we may request an Education, Health and Care needs assessment (replacement for Statements of Educational Need).

	3. Information about the school’s policies for making provision for pupils with SEN whether or not pupils have EHC plans
	Where can I find information about the school SEN Policy?
	Our Inclusion Policy will give you the information you need about how we make provision for all pupils with SEND. This is available on our school website or from the school office. If you would like to discuss our SEND provision or find out more, please contact the school SENCO, Sam Molloy, who would be more than happy to meet with you.

	3a. How the school evaluates the effectiveness of its provision for such pupils
	How will I know that my child is making progress? 
	Children are continuously monitored and assessed. However, each term teachers formally review children’s progress and attainment in ‘Pupil Progress’ meetings. Any child causing concern is discussed and a plan is put in place to address these concerns. Teachers also meet with the SENCO to review the progress and make further plans for all the children with additional needs and any children causing concern. The impact of intervention is very closely monitored and evaluated to ensure that the child is making progress. These actions and evaluations are recorded on a Learning Plan. Teachers meet with parents/carers to discuss concerns, involve them in the plan for intervention and to review progress at regular intervals. Parents/carers receive a formal written report at the end of the year.
The school’s SEN Governor, Patricia Sullivan, regularly monitors and evaluates the effectiveness of our SEND provision.

	3b. The school’s arrangements for assessing and reviewing the progress of pupils with special educational needs
	How do you check and review the progress of my child and how will I be involved?


	We believe that parents are the first educators of their children and we aim to work together so that children reach their full potential. As part of this, parents of SEND pupils are actively encouraged to attend all parents’ evenings so that progress and provision can be discussed and reviewed.  

We are happy to offer parents further advice and support either in school or by directing parents to relevant support groups and agencies in the community

	3c. The school’s approach to teaching pupils with SEN


	How do staff help pupils with SEND? 


	Our staff have the highest possible expectations for all pupils including those with SEND. All teaching is based on building on what children already know, can do and understand, and moving this on to the next stage.  Our teachers implement a variety of different teaching methods which aim to remove barriers to learning so that children enjoy learning and achieve well. This may involve using practical materials or adapting resources so that they can access the curriculum. If children require additional support, specific interventions will be put in place and progress monitored closely. These interventions will be delivered by teachers or skilled teaching assistants. We regularly audit our resources to ensure the best value for money through monitoring their impact on progress.
Staff engage in regular professional development to ensure they are fully skilled to support children with SEND effectively.  

	3d. How the school adapts the curriculum and learning environment for pupils with SEN
	What adjustments are made so children can learn and achieve?  


	Our school is safe and we do our best to make it welcoming to the whole community. We have a broad and balanced curriculum which is accessible to all our pupils including those with SEND. All safeguarding procedures and risk assessments are in place and adhered to by all staff. We implement many different strategies to help SEND children progress in school which may include a differentiated curriculum, practical resources and different degrees of adult support.  We have accessible ramps to all doors and a disabled toilet. An Accessibility Plan is in place and available from our school website which details our statutory duties in line with the Equality Act 2010. 

	3e. Additional support for learning that is available to pupils with SEN
	Is there any extra support available to help pupils with SEND with their learning? 
	We have a range of skilled staff to support pupils and address any additional needs they have. We support children in the classroom through quality first teaching and also implement a wide range of personalised interventions delivered by highly trained teachers, teaching assistants and our Learning Mentor. 

The school SENCO coordinates and monitors the effectiveness of this provision.

	3f. Activities that are available for pupils with SEN in addition to those available in accordance with the curriculum
	What social, before and after school and other activities are available for pupils with SEND? How can my child and I find out about these activities?
	Meanwood is a fully inclusive school and thus everything we offer can be accessed by all pupils including those with SEND. *We offer a wide range of extra-curricular activities including sports clubs, computer club, homework club, reading club and many others.  We also offer regular school trips to enrich our curriculum and these trips are fully accessible for pupils with SEND. Details of these are sent home throughout the year. 

Pupils who have a disability are supported effectively before/after school, and at break/lunch times if necessary. This includes teachers and/or teaching assistants meeting disabled pupils at entry points in the morning and assisting these pupils to meet parents at home time. These pupils are also supported by leaving the classroom slightly earlier than others at break time, lunch time and home time so they stay safe. A risk assessment for disabled pupils is updated annually. 

Some pupils, particularly those on the autistic spectrum, can find a noisy playground occasionally difficult to cope with and so we have provision in place to support these pupils. We encourage these pupils to either stay in the quiet area of the playground *or enter the Treehouse for a quiet retreat. Some children are supported in the Canteen, over lunch, by members of the Inclusion team. We also run a *Sensory Circuit in both KS1 and KS2 to meet the needs of those children who may benefit from adjusting their sensory imbalance.

	3g. Support that is available for improving the emotional and social development of pupils with SEN
	What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being? 
	We aim to meet the holistic needs of our pupils which includes their social and emotional development so they are able to reach their full potential. All children participate in Personal, Social, Health Education (PSHE), lessons in their classes.

Children with specific social, emotional or mental health needs are supported by our Learning Mentor who offers a wide range of support including group sessions, 1:1 mentoring and *parent support sessions. We also engage, if necessary, with other support services such as the Educational Psychology Service, Healthy Young Minds (CAMHS) and other agencies. 

We have a Family Liaison Officer, who supports parents of children who are experiencing behavioural difficulties, or who have SEND needs, including autism. 

We refer to a number of counselling services and we also have a counsellor from Place2Be who comes in to school every Tuesday to work on a 1:1 basis with children to support them with their social, emotional or mental health needs.  

	4. In relation to mainstream schools, the name and contact details of the SEN Coordinator
	Who should I contact if I want to find out more about how the school supports pupils with SEND?
	The SEN Coordinator (SENCO) is Mrs Sam Molloys. Please contact school to arrange an appointment if you have any questions or concerns.
You are welcome to make contact directly via email: smolloy@meanwood.rochdale.sch.uk


	5. Information about the expertise and training of staff in relation to children and young people with SEN and how specialist expertise will be secured
	How are the adults in school helped to work with children with an SEND and what training have they had?
	Our school provides high quality teaching and learning for all children, including those with SEND. Training needs are continually being identified and addressed. This may include whole school training on SEND issues or to support identified groups of learners, such as pupils with autism, dyslexia, etc. Teachers and support staff regularly attend training courses run by experienced school staff including the SENCO and school’s Speech & Language Therapist, as well as Rochdale REAL Trust and other outside agencies that are relevant to the needs of specific children,

 e.g. Rochdale Additional Needs Service (RANS) or medical /health training delivered by the School Health Team, Specialist Epilepsy Nurse, Community Nursing Team, etc. Staff work closely with these specialists who provide advice or direct support as appropriate.

	6. Information about how equipment and facilities to support children with SEN will be secured
	What happens if my child needs specialist equipment or other facilities?


	All day to day teaching areas are fully accessible to all learners including those with SEND. School may provide SEND equipment where appropriate in consultation with specialist agency advice. The Local Authority/Health Services provide specialist equipment such as wheelchairs /standing frames / laptops etc when recommended by a relevant specialist.

When necessary, the School Health Team support us in writing Care Plans for pupils with additional needs. Parents/carers are fully involved in this process by attending these meetings and providing vital information. 

Please see school’s Accessibility Plan for further information. 

	7. The arrangements for consulting parents of children with SEN about, and involving such parents in, the education of their child.
	How will I be involved with planning for and supporting my child’s learning?
	We actively encourage parents to be fully engaged and involved in their child’s education and meet to discuss any concerns that arise as early as possible. *We hold routine parents’ evenings each term, offer new parents’ meetings, regular ‘Stay and Play’ sessions in KS1 and a ‘Meet the Teacher’ session in KS2 in the Autumn Term. We also invite parents in to take part in class lessons.
EYFS and KS1 offer Stay and Play sessions and the Speech and Language Therapist meets with parents individually to support the work in the home.

A school report is sent home every Summer Term and we encourage and appreciate any feedback from parents. 

For those pupils who have an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP), an annual review will be held. This is a formal meeting for parents/carers, school staff and other agencies involved in a pupil’s education, health and/or care to review and discuss progress and to decide upon appropriate targets for the next year.   

We encourage any parent/carer who has any concerns about their child to speak to school staff as early as possible.  

For any further information about any of the above, please contact school. 

	8. The arrangements for consulting young people with SEN about, and involving them in, their education.
	How is my child involved in his /her own learning and decisions made about his /her education?


	Children are actively encouraged to have their say about the education they receive. Part of this is their involvement in self-assessment.  Children are encouraged to reflect on their own learning and identify next steps and personal targets.  

We regularly collect and reflect upon pupil views and use this to support the children in their learning. 

Pupils with an EHCP complete a personalised ‘How I feel about my learning’ document each year to ensure that they have the opportunity to express their views and opinions. All pupils with SEND complete a personalised questionnaire about their learning and the support they receive.

	9. Any arrangements made by the governing body relating to the treatment of complaints from parents of pupils with SEN concerning the provision made at the school.
	Who should I contact if I have concerns about my child’s learning and / or progress?


	Your first step should be to talk with your child’s class teacher. 
If you continue to have concerns you should contact Sam Molloy, SENCo. 
If this still doesn’t resolve your concerns you should make an appointment to see the Headteacher.  
If the matter is not resolved you should follow the school’s complaints procedure which is available on the school website or from the school office.  

	10. How the governing body involves other bodies, including health and social services bodies, LA support services and voluntary organisations, in meeting the needs of pupils with SEN and in supporting the families of such pupils.
	Who else provides services in school for children with SEN or disabilities? 
	The range of agencies and support services school works with include, but are not limited to:

Educational Psychology Service

Speech and Language Therapy Service

Occupational Therapy/Physiotherapy

Rochdale Additional Needs Service (RANS) – TASC Team, Physical and Medical Support Team, Hearing Impaired Team, Visual Impaired Team

Child and Adolescent Mental Health (HYM)

#Thrive

School Health Team

EHA Team



	11. The contact details of support services for the parents of pupils with SEN, including those for arrangements made in accordance with clause 32.
	 Who should I contact to find out about other support for parents and families of children with SEN or disabilities?
	Contact Sam Molloy, Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO)
smolloy@meanwood.rochdale.sch.uk

	12. The school’s arrangements for supporting pupils with SEN in transferring between phases of education.
	How will you help my child make successful move into the next class or secondary school or other move or transition. 
	Transition arrangements are in place for all children. All classes have opportunities to spend time in their new class in the Summer Term. Where appropriate, additional transition programmes are implemented, particularly for our Year 6 pupils. This includes a targeted transition programme for our vulnerable pupils run by our Learning Mentor in the Treehouse. 
Our staff have transition meetings each Summer term to pass on important information about all pupils, but with a particular focus on the needs of children with SEND. This is to ensure that strategies and resources that have proven to be successful for those pupils are ready to be implemented in September.   

We liaise closely with our receiving High Schools to ensure a smooth and successful transition for our pupils with SEND. We try to arrange additional visits wherever possible.   

	13. Information on where the LA’s local offer is published.
	Where can I find out about other services that might be available for our family and my child?
	The Rochdale Council website has information about the services that are available. This can be accessed at:

https://www.ourrochdale.org.uk/kb5/rochdale/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0



*THESE ARE CURRENTLY ON HOLD DUE TO COVID.
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