
                                                                                                               

 

           

                    

        

 

  

  
  

 

  

 

 

 

        

New This Week: 

  

 

 

 

 

Thu 02.07.26 Nursery Children visit to Spotland Library (Parents welcome) 

Wed 08.07.26 Whole  School Picnic (Reception to Year 6) at lunchtime 

A total of   40 children were late this week!! A big ‘thank you’ to those who arrive on time every day!! 

The main gates open at 8.30am. Your child needs to enter the classroom at 8.45am. 

The classroom doors close at 8.51am. If your child arrives after this time, they are LATE. 

ARBOR PAYMENTS 

School are making it easier for parents to pay by 
card in Arbor.  Whether parents are topping up an 
account, purchasing an item from the school shop, or paying for a trip —
you can now enter and save your card details and also by Apple or Google 
Pay on your desktop. (Similar improvements will be made for parents 
using the Arbor App  shortly). 

When entering card details in the MIS or Parent Portal, you will be taken to 
a new, more intuitive page (powered by ultra-secure Stripe). 

Simply follow the instructions and you will betaken back to the Parent 
Portal once your transaction is complete. 

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS FOR DESKTOP USER USERS ONLY, SIMILAR            
IMPROVMENTS WILL BE MADE FOR PARENTS USING THE ARBOR APP 
TOWARDS THE END OF THE MONTH 

ANNUAL SCHOOL PICNIC—WEDNESDAY 08.07.26 
 
We will be holding our annual whole school picnic for      
children in  Reception—Year 6, on Wednesday 08.07.26.  
 
Children who are on school dinners will be asked 
for their sandwich choices for that day, and  
children who are on packed lunches can bring 
them in as normal.  
 
Let’s hope that the sun shines for us! 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS ELIGIBILITY 

Free school meal eligibility is changing. 

More parents will become eligible in             
September with the new government rules. 

Any child whose household is in receipt of 

Universal Credit will qualify for a free school 
meal. 

Please refer to the information on the next page for more details from 
Rochdale Council. 

LOST PROPERTY 

We have several items of clothing and bags in our lost prop-
erty box. 

The School Council will be in the KS2 yard after school again on                    
Wednesday 1st July displaying these items. 

If your child has lost an item in the last academic year, please come and have a 
look. If lost property is not claimed, it will be sent to  Uniform 4 All to be  re-used 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Mrs Beeley who has recently 
got married. 

We would like to extend our congratulations and Mrs Beeley’s new 
name is Mrs McCormack! 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Please can children wear their usual school uniform next week as 
the weather is going to be cooling down. 

Also please be reminded that crocs are also not allowed to be worn in school. 

Thank you. 

YEAR 6 ENTERPRISE WEEK 

Pupils in Year 6 made a fantastic £1302.52 during Enterprise 
Week! This money will be spent on the Year 6 hoodies, a pizza 
party, and the rest, which is the majority of it will 
be spent on purchasing books for school.  

Thank you to everyone for their support! 



                                                                                                               

 

Upcoming Changes to Free School Meals (FSM) and Universal Credit Eligibility  

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We are writing to inform you about important national changes to Free School Meal (FSM) eligibility that will come 
into effect from the start of the 2026/27 school year.  

The UK Government has confirmed that, from September 2026, all children in England whose households receive 
Universal Credit will be entitled to Free School Meals, regardless of their overall household income.  

What is Changing?  

Under current rules, families must earn below £7,400 per year (after tax and not including benefits) to qualify for 
free school meals. From September 2026, this earnings threshold will no longer apply — any family receiving        
Universal Credit will be eligible. This change is expected to support over half a million additional pupils across Eng-
land.  

What This Means for Your Family  

• No income cap: If your household receives Universal Credit, your child will be eligible.  

• Financial savings: Families could save up to £500 per child per year on school lunches.   

• Support for wellbeing: Access to a nutritious daily meal has been shown to improve children’s health,                   
concentration, and learning outcomes.  

When Will This Happen?  

The new entitlement will begin at the start of the school year in September 2026. Schools nationwide are preparing 
now to accommodate the increased number of children who will receive meals.   

Do Parents Need to Apply?  

Yes. Although eligibility will cover all families on Universal Credit, parents will still need to apply for free school meals 
so the school can process and confirm entitlement.  

Applications are expected to open before the start of the 2026 school year, typically requiring your National          
Insurance Number and Universal Credit Reference Number. 

We are awaiting an update from Rochdale Borough Council regarding how to apply. 

Why Is This Change Being Made?  

This expansion aims to:  

• Reduce child poverty — estimates suggest around 100,000 children will be lifted out of poverty.   

• Ease living costs for families during a period of rising expenses.  

• Ensure fair access to healthy school meals for all children on Universal Credit.  



                                                                                                               

 

MEANWOODS SCHOOL UNIFORM 

The school uniform at Meanwood is: 

• Grey skirt or grey trousers 

• White shirt or polo shirt 

• School sweatshirt or cardigan with Meanwood school logo, or plain navy jumper, sweatshirt or cardigan 

• Black shoes 

• In summer, blue gingham dresses or grey shorts can be worn. 

 

You can purchase Meanwood branded unform from the following local stores: 

Moses Schoolwear  Ziggy’s Schoolwear 

 21-23 Oldham Road  101 Yorkshire Street 

Rochdale OL16 1UA  Rochdale OL16 1DW 

01706 644447   01706 655141 

 

Unbranded uniform (no logo) is also available from supermarkets and other clothing retailers and is welcomed at Meanwood and it is often cheaper 
than the branded alternatives. 

 Please see the flyer below that has some great school uniform offers on for June and July 2026 

For INDOOR PE children will need plain dark coloured  shorts/leggings and a 
plain white t-shirt. 

For OUTDOOR PE children will need dark plain       
coloured shorts/leggings , a plain white t-shirt and 
trainers. 

For OUTDOOR PE (colder months) children will need a 
plain dark coloured  tracksuit/fleece bottoms, plain 
jumper and trainers. 

Children will need a pump bag to store their PE kit. 

Children will also need a bag as they will be bringing a reading book, and a 
reading  record home every day, plus homework and letters from school. It 
helps your child to be organised and independent if they get into a good habit 
of bringing their book bag every day. 

Please also ensure that your child’s uniform and belongings are 
clearly labelled with their name on 

Finally, for safety reasons, children are not permitted to wear jewellery except 
for plain stud earrings. These will need covering for PE if they cannot be   
removed by the child. 



                                                                                                               

 

Important Reminders 

PARENT / CARER SURVEY—JUNE 2026 

We would like to work closely with all parents and 
carers across school and would really appreciate you 
answering 2 quick questions about what we are get-
ting right here at Meanwood, and what you would like 
us to improve.  

Please click on the link on the attached email to complete the questionnaire 
before the end of  today Friday 26.06.26.  

Common themes will be shared before the end of term. 

WISE OWLS—’AFTER SCHOOL’ CLUB 

Please note that on the last day of term (Friday 17.07.26)  

Wise Owls will close at 5.00pm. 

Please ensure that your child is collected 
before this time. Thank you. 

Thank you. 

CHILDRENS BOOK CHARITY 

School have partnered with the Children's Book Project charity and we 
are now a designated book off point. We welcome donations of carefully 
used books which we will be donating to the children throughout the 
coming year. Please bring any donations to the School Office. Further 
details about the charity can be found at 
www.childrensbookproject.co.uk. Thank you. 



                                                                                                               

 

FREE FOOTBALL CAMPS WITH KELLOGGS THIS SUMMER 

Kellogg's wish to share a great opportunity with families for over the school holidays. 

They are offering free places at professionally run football camps for children, led by FA qualified coaches and delivered in partnership with the Eng-
lish Football League (EFL), Manchester City, Celtic FC and Rangers FC. 

The sessions are deigned to be fun, inclusive and confidence building , helping children stay active, meet new friends, and enjoy a positive experience 
during the holidays. They also provide a valuable free childcare option for families over the break, with supervised sessions taking place at a range of 
clubs nationwide. 

How to book your FREE place :  

Scan the QR code below to find your local club, enter the code SCHOOL, and book a FREE day of football fun. 



                                                                                                               

 



                                                                                                               

 

 EVENTS  

Thu 02.07.26 Nursery visit to Spotland Library 

  Parents are asked to come along with their child 

Meet at 10.30am EYFS door 

Wed 08.07.26 Whole school picnic (Reception—Year 6) Lunchtime 

Thu 16.07.26 Year 6 Leavers Celebration 2.00pm 

Thu 17.09.26 Intra Health Flu Injections During school hours 

Dates for the diary 

For up to date information, please visit www.meanwood.rochdale.sch.uk and /or follow us on 


