
        
 

 

Shine brightly together and reach for the stars!  
 

Our school week in numbers: 

Dojo points awarded for our STAR Standards: 

769 

Attendance: 

95.91% 

 
  

MELBOURNE INFANT SCHOOL 
Head Teacher: Mrs C Gibbs 

Email: enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

Website: www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

 

Packhorse Road 

Melbourne 

Derby 

DE73 8JE 

Tel: 01332 862325 

Weekly Bulletin 

Week Ending: Friday 10th July      
 

 

Transition activities have been taking place this week at school.  Children have enjoyed meeting 

their new teachers and spending time in their new classrooms, and our current Year 2 children 

have been over to the Juniors to spend time in their new surroundings.   

 

A big well done to all the children who took part in the Rock Steady concert this afternoon! 

 

We were also pleased to be able to share the outcome of our recent Ofsted inspection with 

parents/carers this week.  Melbourne Infant School has been rated as meeting the expected 

standard across all areas of the Ofsted framework.  This means, in Ofsted’s view, the school is 

doing everything it should be doing; making sure our children are receiving everything they need 

and deserve.   Please click or tap here to go to our website to read Ofsted’s report, and read on 

for a message from our Chair of Governors.   

 

Next week in school, we are all looking forward to the Year 2 performances and Sports Day. 

 

Next week in school for current Infant School children… 

Year 2 Performances – Tuesday 14th July, 9.15am, 2pm and 5.30pm 
 

We can’t wait to see all of our talented Year 2 children perform “James and the 

Giant Peach” on Tuesday 14th July!  For all of the arrangements, click or tap 

“read more” below. 
 

 

 
 

Sports Day – Thursday 16th July, 9.15am 

 

Parents, carers, younger siblings and grandparents are welcome to see children 

show off their sporting skills at Sports Day.  To ensure the safety of our 

younger children and to maintain site security, gates will close shortly before 

the event starts (9.10-9.15am), and will re-open at 10am for all visitors to leave.   
 

If taking photographs on Sports Day, please be reminded that photographs must 

be for personal use only. Any images or videos showing other children must not 

be shared; including sharing images/videos on social media. 

 

 

Cathy Lester Year 2 Piano Performance, 10.15am (for parents/carers 

of Year 2 children who have lessons with Cathy) 

 

Parents/carers of Year 2 children who have lessons with Cathy are invited to a 

short piano performance in the hall after Sports Day. 

 

 

Last Date for Gymnastics after-school club – Thursday 16th July  
 

All other after-school clubs finish w/c 20th July.  

 

 READ MORE  

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
https://melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/our-school/ofsted-and-results
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The PTA End of Year party is available to book on ParentPay.  Collection will be from 

classrooms at 4.30pm on this date (children attending Stay and Play until 5pm can be 

collected from Stay and Play classroom at 5pm as normal).   All children who go to Stay 

and Play on Mondays will be automatically booked onto the party free of charge.  

 

Please book by the end of the school day on Friday 17th July.   

Once the deadline is passed, we will not be able to add children on to the party.  

Thank you for your understanding. 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
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As Governors, we’re pleased with and proud of this report and of the rating of meeting the 

expected standard across all areas of the framework. 

  

‘Meeting the standard’ might feel a little underwhelming. It should not. Having supported the 

school team in their implementation of the framework, and experienced first-hand the rigour of 

the inspection itself, I can confirm that the expected standard really is a high bar to meet. If 

you think about it, why shouldn’t it be? We should have high expectations for our schools and 

for the education they provide for our children. So the fact that our school is meeting these 

high expectations is genuinely something for us to celebrate. 

  

I would like to reinforce all of the ‘proud points’ that Mrs Gibbs outlined in her letter to parents 

and carers. In particular, for me, the fact that each of these ‘proud points’ can be clearly linked 

to our school vision, our values and our STAR standards is extremely encouraging. 

  

I’m also pleased that the inspection report has highlighted some clear areas for Mrs Gibbs and 

the team to strengthen in school. The Governors will be looking to see these in the School 

Improvement Plan for next school year and will be committed to supporting the school team on 

delivering this plan. 

  

Finally, I would like (again!) to thank all of the school staff for the effort they put in day-in-

day-out to deliver such an enriching start to school life for all of our children. I’m delighted 

that this effort and its impact on the children has been recognised by the Ofsted inspectors. 

  

Chris Lancaster 

Chair of Governors 

  
 

 

 

A huge well done to the final Stars of the week this school year! 
  

** Star of the Week** 

Dragonfly  Sophia and Alfie 

Seahorse Dottie 

Hummingbird Adam and Miller 

Salamander All Salamander children! 

Chameleon Tommy 

POLO Penelope 

 

A big well done to Koby in Hummingbird class, and Elijah in Chameleon class, who were our Good 

Choice Award winners this week. 

 

 

Stars and Authors of the Week  

Message from Chair of Governors – Ofsted Report  

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
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Every week we have a reading dog in school through Pets as Therapy.  We are pleased to be able 

to extend the opportunity to read with a reading dog to current Reception year children who will 

move to Year 1 in September.  Please complete this form to confirm whether you give consent 

for your child to work with a reading dog in school from September.  If you do not complete the 

form, we will assume that you do not consent to your child working with a reading dog. 
 

 

 

 

Melbourne Infant School are looking to appoint an enthusiastic, caring and motivated staff to 

join our friendly team on a fixed-term basis; from September 2026 to August 2027.  If you are 

friendly, kind and fun: we'd love to hear from you!  We have current vacancies for: 

 

• EYFS Teaching Assistant (with a Level 3 Early Years qualification and experience of 

working with pre-school aged children); working in our new nursery class from Monday – 

Friday, 8.45am-12.45pm; 

 

• School Business Assistant; to work in our busy school office: Wednesday and Thursday, 

8.45am-12pm. 
 

 

Reading Dog – Reception children moving into Year 1 in September  

Infant School vacancies  

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/imSswf5eSW
https://jobs.derbyshire.gov.uk/JobDetails.aspx?msg=h36bhyXRkr1MCf4ZxhWaAr%2bIkj%2bAOq%2fgTkAAoqn1m2c%3d
https://jobs.derbyshire.gov.uk/JobDetails.aspx?msg=li7Fj3gDYfCBmXfNTKWxO%2bUMB9moO5QZ9gvtElP1Lrk%3d
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We are pleased to be able to confirm the breakfast and after-school club arrangements from 

September 2026. 

 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club will continue to be run by Premier Education based here at the Infant School, 

from 7.30am every school day.  Bookings can be made online. 

 

New Reception children who start school on Monday 7th September are welcome to attend 

breakfast club from Wednesday 9th September. 

 

After-school clubs 

Based on the positive feedback from parents/carers and children on our Stay and Play after-

school club offering, we are delighted to be able to offer Stay and Play club from Monday – 

Thursday from September.  Collection options for the club are 4.30pm or 5pm daily. 

 

In addition to Stay and Play, we will also continue to offer a number of other sports-based 

clubs.   

 

 After-

School Club 

Year groups 

open to 

Finish Time Run by How to enrol 

Mondays Stay and Play  All year 

groups 

4.30pm OR 

5pm 

School Complete our 

online form 

Tuesdays Stay and Play  All year 

groups 

4.30pm OR 

5pm 

School Complete our 

online form 

Karate Year 1 and 2 4.30pm Maximum 

Response 

Karate 

Click here for 

enrolment form 

Wednesdays Stay & Play All year 

groups 

4.30pm OR 

5pm 

School Complete our 

online form 

Thursdays  Stay and Play  All year 

groups 

4.30pm OR 

5pm 

School Complete our 

online form 

Gymnastics All year 

groups 

4.30pm Premier 

Education 

Click here to 

book online 

 

There is no after-school club at the Infant School on Fridays due to a lack of demand; and also 

allowing us to keep the school hall free for school events. 

 

New Reception children who start school on Monday 7th September are welcome to attend 

after-school clubs from Wednesday 9th September. 

 

In addition to our breakfast club and after-school clubs, we also offer music lessons (Cathy 

Lester Music and RockSteady) and Spanish lessons.  Please see our website for more details. 

Breakfast and after-school clubs: from September-December 2026 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/8328/?location=melbourne%20infant%20school
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/uyTqZAA6Th
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/uyTqZAA6Th
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/uyTqZAA6Th
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/uyTqZAA6Th
https://melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/parents/activities
https://melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/parents/activities
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/uyTqZAA6Th
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/uyTqZAA6Th
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/uyTqZAA6Th
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/uyTqZAA6Th
https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/8328/?location=melbourne%20infant%20school
https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/8328/?location=melbourne%20infant%20school
https://melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/parents/activities
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Mrs. Gibbs and our Year 1 and 2 Ambassadors have been invited to take part in a special 

memorial service in Melbourne on Sunday 12th July 2026, to commemorate the nine Royal 

Engineers who were killed during the 1940 air raid.  Members of the public are invited to line 

the route to mark the occasion: please see poster for details. 

 

  

 

 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
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End of Year Performances: Tuesday 14th July  

 

With the high temperatures making the school building and hall very warm, and the forecast for 

next week still hot, we will be putting on an extra morning performance for the Year 2 

performance. 

 

This is in the hope that we can spread out the number of people attending each performance, 

making the school hall more comfortable for everyone. 

 

The Year 2 performances on Tuesday 14th July will be at: 

* 9.15am 

* 2pm 

* 5.30pm (children need to be dropped off at their classrooms at 5.10pm) 

 

Whilst we know the morning performance is the same time as the Junior School sports day, and 

will not be suitable for everyone, we hope it offers an option for family members who would 

prefer an early morning performance when the hall is cooler. 

 

Each family is still entitled to 4 tickets per child in total, with a maximum of 2 tickets for any 

one performance. 

 

For example, this could be: 

* 1 ticket for the 9am performance, 1 ticket for the 2pm performance and 2 tickets for the 

5.30pm performance; 

* 2 tickets for the 9am performance, and 2 tickets for the 5.30pm performance; 

 

There is no charge for tickets, and no need to book. Physical tickets will not be issued. There is 

no need to tell us which performances you plan to attend, please just come along to your chosen 

performances. 

 

Whilst we will be doing everything we can to keep the hall cool, it is likely to be very warm so 

please feel free to bring your handheld fans and drinks bottles. We will have a short interval to 

ensure that children are well hydrated! 

 

All performances will last around one hour, and doors will open around 15 minutes before each 

performance. There is not much shade outside the school building for parents/carers queuing up 

ahead of the performance, so whilst we will try and keep queuing times to a minimum, you may 

wish to bring an umbrella with you for some shade. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 – Leavers Celebrations 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
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Siblings: For the 5.30pm performance, we have reserved a small number of seats for school-

aged siblings who may need to attend the performances for childcare reasons.  If you requested 

a sibling seat, you will have received an email confirming the details.  Younger siblings aged 

under 3 are welcome to sit on an adult’s knee during either performance and will not require an 

additional ticket.  Younger siblings who attend Infant school will have the opportunity to watch 

the performance in school. 

 

Pick-up and collection arrangements for the 5.30pm performance  

• Children will need to be picked up as normal from classrooms at 3.20pm on Tuesday 14th July, 

and returned to their classroom for 5.10pm in time for the performance.  

• Karate / Stay and Play / Scallywags will run as normal on Tuesday 14th July. 

 

Some children may wear face paint for the performance.  If you do not want your child to wear 

face paint, please tell your child’s teacher. 

 

Year 2 Leavers Party: Tuesday 21st July (afternoon) 

 

• Children can wear non-uniform on Tuesday 21st July for their leavers party at the Assembly 

Rooms!  As we will be walking to and from the Assembly Rooms after lunch, please ensure they 

have suitable footwear and a light rain jacket with them. 

 

• Parents/carers are welcome to join the final part of the party at 2.30pm at the Assembly Rooms 

and take children home afterwards. 

 

• All other children will be walked back to school ready for collection from classrooms or after 

school clubs as normal. 

 

Year 2 Leavers Assembly: Thursday 23rd July at 2.30pm 

 
• We would be delighted if parents/carers would join us for our leavers assembly to celebrate our 

wonderful Year 2 children as they graduate from Melbourne Infant School - the assembly will 

begin at 2.30pm.  Year 2 children will need to wear school uniform on the last day of term.  

 

Year 2 Individual Graduation Photos – Class of 2026 

 

• We will be taking photos of our Year 2 children in special graduation outfits, and you will be 

able to purchase a digital photo of your child(ren)’s photograph on ParentPay for £3.50. 

 

• Please make payment on ParentPay by Monday 20th July and the photograph will be emailed 

to you before the end of term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
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The upcoming dates for the forthcoming term, and for our Autumn term, can be found below.  

Did you know that you can subscribe to our school calendar via our website; and this will 

automatically put the dates in your calendar?  Please go to our website and click “subscribe”.  

When dates are added or amended in the term, we will highlight these dates / activities in 

purple.  These are planned dates and activities; whilst we will aim to keep changes to a minimum, 

dates may be subject to change, and new activities may be added during the course of the term.  

Our term dates and INSET dates are all available on our website. 
 

w/c 13th July 

 

Date Activity 

All Week Reports out to parents/carers 

Tuesday 14th July Year 2 Performances – 2pm and 5.30pm  

Wednesday 15th July Stay and Play session for new starters to school in September 

2026 - 9.15-10am 

Thursday 16th July Last Date for Gymnastics after-school club 

Sports Day – 9.15am 

Cathy Lester Year 2 Piano Performance, 10.15am (for 

parents/carers of Year 2 children who have lessons with Cathy) 
 

w/c 20th July  

 

Date Activity 

Monday 20th July Last Date for Monday Stay and Play after-school club  

PTA End of Year Party and Fun Afternoon / Sponsored Penalty 

Shoot Out (rescheduled from Sports Week) 

Tuesday 21st July Year 2 Disco – PM (Year 2 children can come to school in non-

uniform for their disco) 

Last Date for Tuesday Stay and Play after-school club and 

Karate Club 

Wednesday 22nd July Last Date for Wednesday Stay and Play after-school club 

Thursday 23rd July Reception children only - Mini-Beast Non-Uniform Day (more 

information to follow from class teacher) 

Year 2 Graduation and Awards Ceremony, 2.30pm  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming dates for your diary  

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
https://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/calendar
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
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SEPTEMBER 
 

Friday 4th September 2026 is an INSET day, and school is closed to children on this date.   

The school year will begin on Monday 7th September 2026. 

 

Reception children will have a phased start for their first two days of school:  

• First day of school: Monday 7th September – 9am-11.45am  

• Second day of school: Tuesday 8th September: 9am – 12.30pm (children will also have 

lunch at school on this day) 

Reception children will then be full time in school (8.45am to 3.20pm) from Wednesday 9th 

September onwards. 

 

Breakfast club and after-school clubs will start from Monday 7th September 2026.  Reception 

children are welcome to start breakfast/after-school clubs from their first full day in school 

(Wednesday 9th September). 

 

w/c 7th September 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 7th September Reception children: First day of school: 9am-11.45am 

Year 1 – Meet the Teacher, 3pm 
This is a session for parents/carers starting in the school hall, and 

followed by a visit to classrooms 

Tuesday 8th September Reception children: second day of school: Tuesday 8th 

September: 9am – 12.30pm (with lunch) 

Year 2 – Meet the Teacher, 3pm 
This is a session for parents/carers starting in the school hall, and 

followed by a visit to classrooms 

Seahorse Nursery Class - Stay and Play session for children 

starting nursery in September - 1.30pm-2.30pm 

Thursday 10th September Seahorse Nursery Class - Stay and Play session for children 

starting nursery in September - 4-5pm 

 

w/c 14th September 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 14th September Flu Vaccinations (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children only) 

Wednesday 16th 

September 

Reception – EYFS Information Session – 2.30pm 
This is a session for parents/carers in the school hall and will last 

approximately 45 minutes. 

Thursday 17th September Reception – Meet the Teacher (8.30am) 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
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w/c 21st September 

 

Date Activity 

Friday 25th September Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

Celebrating birthdays from 1st – 25th September 

Phonics Session for Year 1 parents/carers (9.30am) 

w/c 28th September 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 28th September PTA AGM, 4pm 

Tuesday 29th September  Individual School Photographs 

Wednesday 30th 

September 

Year 1 and Year 2 – Breakfast with Books (more information to 

follow) 

Thursday 1st October Year 1 and Year 2 – Breakfast with Books (more information to 

follow) 

World Poetry Day 

Friday 2nd October  Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

 
OCTOBER 

 

w/c 5th October 

 

Date Activity 

This Week Reception: Library Teddy Bear Sleepover – more information to 

follow 

Friday 9th October Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

Friday 9th October Halloween Disco – Years 1 and 2 – after school (more 

information to follow)  

 

w/c 12th October 

 

Date Activity 

Friday 16th October Star Student Assembly, 9.05am  

Friday 16th October Halloween Disco – Reception – after school (more information to 

follow) 

 

w/c 19th October  

 

Date Activity 

Wednesday 21st October Parents Evening (Date 1 of 2)   

Friday 23rd October Harvest Festival Assembly (children only) and donations for 

Padley Centre (more information to follow) 

 
Half term – Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 

We will be holding an “Extreme Reading” contest over October half term: more details to follow! 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
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NOVEMBER 

 
w/c 2nd November  

Non-Fiction November starts! 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 2nd November INSET Day – School closed to children 

Wednesday 4th November Parents Evening (Date 2 of 2)  

Friday 6th November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am  

Celebrating all birthdays from 16th October – 6th November 

PTA Fireworks Night (more information to follow) 

 
w/c 9th November  

Nursery Rhyme Week 

 

Date Activity 

Friday 13th November 

 

World Kindness Day 

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

 
w/c 16th November  

Friendship Week 

 

Date Activity 

All Week Grandparent Lunches – Reception children (more information to 

follow) 

Friendship Week 

Monday 16th November Odd Socks Day 

Friday 20th November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

Children in Need Day (non-uniform day) 

 

w/c 23rd November  

UK Parliament Week 

 

Date Activity 

Friday 27th November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

 
w/c 30th November 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 30th November Christmas Decorating – Year 2 children/parents/carers (more 

information to follow) 

Thursday 1st December “Add-Vent” – Year 2 children / parents / carers, 9am (more 

information to follow) 

Friday 4th December  Star Student Assembly, 9.05am  

 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
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DECEMBER 
 

w/c 7th December 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 7th December Last date for Monday Stay and Play After-School Club 

Thursday 10th December Christmas Crafts, 2pm (more information to follow) 

Friday 11th December 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

PTA Christmas Fayre (more information to follow) 

w/c 14th December 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 14th December Year 1 and Year 2 – Carol Concert: 4pm (ticketed event) 

Tuesday 15th December 

 

Reception Nativity Performance: 9.30am (ticketed event) 

Year 1 and Year 2 – Carol Concert: 2.30pm (ticketed event) 

Wednesday 16th 

December 

Year 2 children singing at Wednesday Club during the morning 

Chameleon and Hummingbird Topic Teaparty (more information 

to follow from class teachers: children are welcome to bring a 

named toy from home) 

Friday 18th December 

 

Non-uniform day 

Talent Show (children only) 

Christmas Magic Show (children only) 

 

 

 
 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
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