
        
 

 

Shine brightly together and reach for the stars!  
 

Our school week in numbers: 

Dojo points awarded for our STAR Standards: 

1,060 

Attendance: 

96.5% 

 
 

MELBOURNE INFANT SCHOOL 
Head Teacher: Mrs C Gibbs 

Email: enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

Website: www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

 

Packhorse Road 

Melbourne 

Derby 

DE73 8JE 

Tel: 01332 862325 

Weekly Bulletin 

Week Ending: Friday 10th October 
 

What a busy week in school!   

 

• The teddies belonging to our Reception children had a brilliant time at their library 

sleepover, and chose each child a library book to take home and enjoy.   

• Following the PTA meeting, the PTA are close to getting a new committee together. Any 

further volunteers to join the committee, or to help at PTA events, are more than welcome – 

please get in touch with the PTA.  You can read the PTA Chair’s report here; 

• We’re also very much looking forward to tonight’s Halloween Disco for our Years 1 and 2 

children; who look spook-tacular in their Halloween outfits and non-uniform! 

 

INSET Day Holiday Club: Thank you to the parents and carers who expressed an interest in 

our INSET Day Holiday Club on Monday 3rd November.  This is now available to book on 

ParentPay.  More details can be found by clicking or tapping here.  
 

 

Next week in school… 
Parents 

Evening – 

booking closes 

on Monday 13th 

October  

Bookings for Parents Evenings on 22nd October and 5th November are now 

open, and will remain open until the end of the day on Monday 13th October.  

Invitations to Parents Evening were by email on Monday to the first 

priority parent/carer contact.  (The parent/carer who you stated for 

school to contact first in case of an emergency).   

Christmas 

Artwork – 

deadline to 

return artwork 

on Monday 13th 

October 

Children have been working hard designing Christmas artwork which 

parents/carers can choose to order onto Christmas cards, gift labels or 

wrapping paper.  Your child’s creations must be returned to school by 

Monday 13th October if you choose to make an order.  Orders and payment 

must be made online, using the unique code located at the top of the order 

form: the order form contains further instructions.  Orders will be 

delivered at the beginning of December. 

Halloween 

Disco – 

Reception 

children -  

Friday 17th 

October  

Reception children will dance away the afternoon at their Halloween Disco 

on Friday 17th October! They can attend school in Halloween clothing or in 

non-uniform on their disco date so that they are disco ready.  Please ensure 

clothing is spooky, rather than scary!  Some of our children can find masks 

or scary costumes frightening, and we want to ensure everyone has fun.  

The disco will finish at 4pm, where your child can be collected from their 

classroom. If your child normally attends Scallywags after school club on 

Fridays, your child will be collected after the disco by Scallywags so they 

are still able to party.   

Parent helpers are needed for the disco: if you are able to help from 

2.45pm until the end of the disco please contact the school office.  If you 

have older children in the infant or junior school they will be able to help 

with you: unfortunately we can’t have any younger siblings at the disco. 

 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
mailto:melbourneinfant.pta@gmail.com
https://melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/news/2025-10-09-pta-agm-chairs-report-and-treasurers-report
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Upcoming Whole School Messages/Events 

Individual 

School 

Photographs 

Proofs of individual school photographs have been sent home with children. 

To take advantage of free delivery to school, please order by the date 

shown on the card. Sibling photographs are available to parents/carers 

online through the details on the proof cards.   

Harvest 

Festival – food 

donations for 

Padley Centre 

Each year at Harvest time, Melbourne Infant School supports Padley 

Centre.  We would ask parents/carers who are able to do so to consider 

making a food donation to the Centre.  Please bring donations into school 

from Monday 13th - Wednesday 22nd October: a list of requested donations 

is on the poster at the end of this newsletter.  Thank you in advance for 

supporting this very worthy cause. 

“Design a 

Pumpkin” 

Colouring 

Competition 

We will be holding a “Design a Pumpkin” competition for all Infant School 

children – taking place over the half-term holiday. Children will be given a 

colouring sheet of a pumpkin that they can design however they wish! Please 

return completed entries to school by Wednesday 5th November. A £1 

donation per entry is suggested; payable by ParentPay. 

Kidslingo 

Spanish 

Lunchtime Club  

We are delighted to announce that Kidslingo is launching a weekly 

Lunchtime Spanish Club from Wednesday 5th November 2025 for all year 

groups. To find out more click or tap here. 

 

Year Specific Messages 
 

RECEPTION CHILDREN 

Library Books 

Library days are below: please can parents/carers ensure library books are 

put back in bags ready to be changed each week.    

 Seahorse class: Mondays 

 Dragonfly class: Tuesdays 

Transition – 

your views 

wanted! 

It is very important to seek the views of our parents/carers and we would 

particularly appreciate your feedback about your child's transition into 

Reception.  Any feedback shared is anonymous and will be used to help 

improve our transition for future years.  The questionnaire will close on 

Monday 20th October.  Please click or tap here to complete the survey. 

 

YEAR 1 AND 2 CHILDREN 

Food Tasting 

Food tasting will be taking place with Year 1 and 2 children next week.  

Please speak to your child’s teacher if you require more information or if 

your child has a dietary requirement you have not yet informed school of. 

Year 1 Phonics 

Session  

Thank you to the parents/carers who were able to attend this week’s 

Phonics Session.  The slides can be found here. 

Library books 

Library days are below: please can parents/carers ensure library books are 

put back in bags ready to be changed each week.    

 Dragonfly class: Tuesdays 

 Salamander class: Wednesdays 

 Chameleon class: Thursdays 

 Hummingbird class: Fridays 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/XK7fLrmDBM
https://melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/news/2025-10-09-year-1-phonics-session-slides
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A big well done to this week’s Star Students and Authors of the Week: 
 

** Star of the Week**  **Author of the Week** 

Dragonfly  Evie H Dragonfly  Blake 

Seahorse Archie Seahorse Eleanor  

Hummingbird Reuben Hummingbird Gracie 

Salamander Levison 

 

Salamander Louie 

Chameleon Ben  Chameleon Elijah 

POLO Thomas   

 

The winner of our Good Choice award (awarded during assembly) was Evie G in Dragonfly class. 

 

Birthday Reminder:  All birthdays from Saturday 11th October to Friday 17th October will be 

celebrated in next week’s Star Student Assembly on Friday 17th October at 9.05am.  Don’t 

forget that your child can also attend school in non-uniform on their birthday (or the school day 

before, or after, if their birthday falls at the weekend!). 

 

Next week will be our last Star Student assembly before the half-term break.  If your child 

celebrates a birthday between 18th October and 7th November, please join us at our Star 

Student Assembly on Friday 7th November. 

 

 
 

 

Premier Education will be running a holiday club in the Infant school hall (with drop-off / 

collection at the main school entrance) during the INSET day on Monday 3rd November.  The 

club will run from 9:00 - 3:30pm and will include various activities including glow in the dark 

dodgeball, gymnastics, dance, football, boccia, inflatable dart board, basketball and much more!   

All Premier Education staff have an up-to-date enhanced DBS and have completed Safeguarding 

and First Aid qualifications. 

 

The club is open to Infant School children and any siblings of Junior school age, at a cost of £15 

per child.  To book, please pay and book on ParentPay.  You can book more than one space (for 

example, if you have an Infant School child with a Junior school sibling, you can book two spaces 

- under the name of your Infant School child - at a cost of £30).   

 

After booking, parents/carers will be sent a link to the Premier Education website, with a form 

complete to provide Premier with the personal details of those attending.  Please allow us 1-2 

school days after your booking for us to send this link to you. There will be 32 spaces on the 

club, available on a first come, first served basis. Bookings will close on Wednesday 21st October 

(or as soon as the club becomes fully booked). 

 

Child will need to bring a packed lunch (no nuts please) and appropriate clothing to take part in 

sports and other activities that may take place inside and outside at the club. 

Stars and Authors of the Week  

INSET Day Holiday Club – Monday 3rd November 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
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Introducing Kidslingo to Melbourne Infant School! 
 

We are delighted to announce that Kidslingo is launching a 

Wednesday Lunchtime Spanish Club from Wednesday 5th November 

2025 for all year groups. To enrol your child, please follow the 

link below. Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come 

first served basis.  The club will only run if there is sufficient demand. 
 

Learning a language at a young age helps children to grow 

in self-confidence and boosts their natural creativity.  
 

At Kidslingo, we are dedicated to teaching Spanish to 

children through fun. We use stories, games, songs, role 

play and drama to bring the language to life and inspire our 

learners. 
 

Class details: 

• 30 minute classes on Wednesdays 12.30pm-1.00pm. 

• Starting on Wednesday 5th November 2025 with a maximum of 15 children. 

• £5.50 per class, payable in half term blocks. 2% handling fee applies to all 

bookings. Existing customers will have priority booking at the renewal for 

the next half term.  

• We will provide worksheets related to the class activities 

• You will receive FREE access to the Kidslingo games website with over 250 

games 
 

To register your child, please go to the following link and scroll to ‘School age classes’ 

and click ‘enroll now’ for the Melbourne class. Please book early to avoid 

disappointment. 
 

https://www.kidslingo.co.uk/area/spanish-classes-southderbyshire/ 
 

If you have any questions, please visit https://www.kidslingo.co.uk/faqs/ or email 

nicola.roseby@kidslingo.co.uk if you have any problems with registering. All Kidslingo 

teachers are fully trained, insured and hold an enhanced DBS / PVG certificate.  

This is a Kidslingo Franchise owned and operated under licence by Nicola Roseby. 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
https://www.kidslingo.co.uk/area/spanish-classes-southderbyshire/
https://www.kidslingo.co.uk/faqs/
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If any parents/carers or family members have any sand play equipment (spades / buckets) or 

any small farmyard animal toys, that they no longer need, and would be happy to donate to 

school for children to use at lunchtimes, please do get in touch!  Thank you. 

 

 
 

 

Leaflets are available in our school foyer from Premier Education and SoccerStars for their 

October half-term holiday clubs. 

 

 

 

 

The upcoming dates for the last week of term, and dates for our Autumn term can be found 

below.  Did you know that you can subscribe to our school calendar via our website; and this 

will automatically put the dates in your calendar?  Please go to https://www.melbourne-

inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/calendar and click “subscribe”.  There is also a help button immediately 

underneath to help with any questions you may have.  When dates are added or amended in the 

term, we will highlight these dates / activities in purple.  

 

These are planned dates and activities; whilst we will aim to keep changes to a minimum, dates 

may be subject to change, and new activities may be added during the course of the term.  

Additional dates and activities for the Christmas period will be confirmed nearer the time. 

 
OCTOBER 

 

w/c 13th October 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 13th October Deadline to return Christmas artwork to school 

Wednesday 15th October Open Sessions for families with children due to start school in 

September 2026: 2pm 

Friday 17th October Star Student Assembly, 9.05am  

Friday 17th October Halloween Disco – Reception – after school  

 

w/c 20th October  

 

Date Activity 

Monday 20th October Flu vaccinations  

Wednesday 22nd October Parents Evening (Date 1 of 2) 

Friday 24th October Harvest Festival Assembly (children only) and donations for 

Padley Centre  

 

Upcoming dates for your diary  

Resources for school 

October half-term holiday clubs 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
https://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/calendar
https://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/calendar
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Half term – Monday 27th October to Friday 31st October 

 
NOVEMBER 

 
w/c 3rd November  

 

Date Activity 

Monday 3rd November INSET Day – School closed to children (other than those 

booked to come to the INSET day holiday club) 

Wednesday 5th November Parents Evening (Date 2 of 2) 

Friday 7th November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am  

Celebrating all birthdays from 18th October – 7th November 

 
 
w/c 10th November  

 

Date Activity 

All Week Friendship Week 

Monday 10th November  Odd Socks Day 

Tuesday 11th November Open Sessions for families with children due to start school in 

September 2026: 10am and 5pm 

Thursday 13th November World Kindness Day 

Friday 14th November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

Friday 14th November Children in Need Day (non-uniform day) 

 
w/c 17th November  

 

Date Activity 

All Week Grandparent Lunches – Reception children (more information to 

follow) 

Friday 21st November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

 

w/c 24th November  

 

Date Activity 

Thursday 27th November Christmas Decorating (Year 2 children/parents/carers) – 

bookable: more information to follow 

Friday 28th November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
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DECEMBER 

 
w/c 1st December 

 

Date Activity 

Friday 5th December  Star Student Assembly, 9.05am  

Friday 5th December  Rock Steady Concert (for parents/carers of children who 

attend Rock Steady) – 2.30pm 

 

w/c 8th December 

 

Date Activity 

Thursday 11th December Open Sessions for families with children due to start school in 

September 2026: 10am and 2pm 

Friday 12th December Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 12th December Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

 

w/c 15th December 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 15th December Year 1 and Year 2 – Carol Concert: 4pm (ticketed event) 

Tuesday 16th December 

 

Reception Nativity Performance: 9.30am (ticketed event) 

Year 1 and Year 2 – Carol Concert: 2.30pm (ticketed event) 

Wednesday 17th 

December 

Christmas Dinner 

Year 2 children singing at Wednesday Club during the morning 

Thursday 18th December Christmas Crafts, 9am (parents/carers and siblings welcome to 

attend: more information to follow) 

Thursday 18th December Parent/Carer Support Coffee Afternoon – 2.45pm (please book 

in advance by contacting the School Office) 

Thursday 18th December Parish Church visit – 1.30pm (parent/carer/family helpers will 

be needed to walk children to church: more information to 

follow) 

Friday 19th December Non-uniform day 

Friday 19th December Talent Show (children only) 

Friday 19th December Christmas Magic Show (children only) 

 

Our term dates and INSET days for this school year, and next school year, can be found on the 

Term Dates page of our website. 

 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
https://melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/termdates
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