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Weekly Bulletin
Week Ending: | Friday 12™ December

We are approaching the final week of term before the Christmas break and this week's bulletin
is being sent a little earlier than usual ahead of our Christmas Fayre - please do come along,
support our PTA and enjoy everything on offer!

The winter viruses have certainly arrived in Melbourne. We are mindful of the need to balance
school attendance with protecting all of our school community from illness; particularly at this
special time of year - please do keep your child of f school if they are unwell. If your child will
be absent from school, please do ensure you telephone school and leave a voicemail on our
absence line with details of the illness for each day your child is absent.

Next week in school:

Monday - Flu Vaccinations

The rescheduled Flu vaccinations will be taking place on Monday for children
whose parents/carers have consented for their child to be vaccinated.

e

Monday and Tuesday - Christmas Performances

Those with a booked ticket for the performances are welcome to arrive 15
minutes before the start of your performance time to take your seats.
Pushchairs/buggies must be left outside the school building.

Year 1 and Year 2 children will stay behind at the end of the school day on
Monday in order to take part in the performance at 4pm. Please send your W\:‘
child with a snack (no nuts please) for them to eat after school. Children will § ‘

need a Christmas jumper for both performances (Hummingbird / Chameleon ‘S\
class children also need a pair of sunglasses).

Important Safeguarding Notice: whilst we understand parents/carers and
other relatives may wish to take photographs and/or videos of the
performance, any photographs or videos taken at the performance must be
for your own personal use only. Any images or videos showing other children
must not be shared; including sharing images/videos on social media accounts.

A READ MORE A

Our school week in numbers:
Dojo points awarded for our STAR Standards: Attendance:
1,626 84.03%
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Wednesday - Wednesday Club visit (Year 2 children) 'g

If you have signed up to help walk Year 2 children to and from Wednesday \T
Club Church, please sign in at the school office at 10.20am. Thank you. W

Thursday - Christmas Crafts

Parents/carers and younger siblings are welcome to come in for fun Christmas
Crafts with their child in their classroom from 9am. Please wait outside your
child's classroom after-drop off and the teacher will let you into class when
all children have been registered. Please ensure if you have any
pushchairs/buggies that they are left outside of the front of school - gates
outside classrooms will be locked after 9am.

Thursday - Parish Church visit (children and family helpers)

If you have signed up to help walk children to and from the Parish Church,
please sign in at the school office at 1pm. Thank you.

Thursday - Parent/Carer Support Coffee Session, 11.15am

The session aims to provide a relaxed, friendly environment for
parents/carers of Infant school children; offering a chance to talk with
others over a cup of tea or coffee. Contact the School Office to book.

Friday - Non-Uniform Day

Children can attend in non-uniform (with suitable footwear and a coat please).
on the last day of term: so that they are ready for our Christmas Party!

Friday - Talent Show

An end of term treat for our children and everyone who works in school is the
Talent Show, which takes place on the last day of term. Children can perform

a song, tell a joke, show us a dance routine, show of f sporting skills... we know

we have some very talented children who will be keen to show off their skills!

Please talk to your child about taking part and sign up herel
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Other Messages

Staying Safe Online

As Christmas approaches, many children may be asking for new electronic & 0
devices as a Christmas Present. It is a good opportunity to check your “‘u
Parental Settings on all your devices, and have the chat with your child about

what they can do if they have that 'uh-oh feeling' if and when they are online.

A READ MORE A

After-school club bookings open for the Spring term

slilliig,
BS

If you need before or after school care from January onwards, bookings are - Aner"smoor
now open. Breakfast club runs from 7.30am, and after-school care is ‘
available until either 4.30pm or 5pm Monday to Thursday.

A READ MORE A |

Year 1 and 2 - Trip to Museum of Making - Thursday 5™ February

Year 1 and 2 parents/carers have been emailed information about a trip to
the Museum of Making in February. Please consent and pay (as applicable) by
the date set out in the letter. We look forward to an exciting day!

/( Stars and Authors of the Week

A big well done to the final Star Students of this term:

Dragonfly - Violet
Seahorse - Dottie
Hummingbird - Meredith
Salamander - Lottie
Chameleon - Elsie

POLO - Alice H

L 2 A A

Author of the Week will return in 2026. The winner of our Good Choice award (awarded during
assembly) was Theodore in Chameleon class.
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/l Class Spelling Award

They've made it a hat trick! For the third week in a row, Chameleon class have retained the
special Spelling Award trophy for practising on Spelling Shed the most during the week! Our
trophy will be awarded again in the new year... please encourage your child to practice their
spellings on Spelling Shed to be in with a chance of winning! If you need a reminder of your
child's login details for Spelling Shed, please contact the School Office.

/( Lost Property

We have a growing collection of lost property and we would love to be able to reunite lost items
with their owners before Christmas! Please do come and have a look in our lost property box in
school reception. Any items not collected by the end of term will be given to charity.

/‘ Christmas Performances - additional tickets

It's nearly time for our Christmas Performances!

Those with a booked ticket are welcome to arrive 15 minutes before the start of your
performance time to take your seats. Pushchairs must be left outside the school building.

Important Safeguarding Notice: whilst we understand parents/carers and other relatives may
wish to take photographs and/or videos of the performance, any photographs or videos taken at
the performance must be for your own personal use only. Any images or videos showing other
children must not be shared; this includes sharing images/videos on social media accounts.

Reception children - Tuesday 16™ December at 9.30am
The Nativity performance for our Reception children will take place on Tuesday 16™ December
at 9.30am.

Year 1 and Year 2 Carol Concerts - Monday 15th December at 4pm AND Tuesday 16th
December at 2.30pm.

Year 1 and Year 2 children will stay behind at the end of the school day on Monday 15™
December in order to take part in the performance, and will not be dismissed at 3.20pm as
usual. Children will be dismissed from their classrooms after the end of the performance at
approximately 4.30pm. Scallywags will be able to collect children after the performance, and
children who attend Stay and Play afterschool club until 5pm are welcome to join the club after
the performance until 5pm.

Please send your child with a snack (no nuts please) for them to eat after school, and before the
performance. School fruit will also be available for children o help keep hunger at bay! Children
will need a Christmas jumper for both performances (Hummingbird / Chameleon class children
also need a pair of sunglasses).
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/l Illnesses and school attendance

Unfortunately it is that fime of year again where the winter viruses have arrived in Melbourne,
and a high number of children at the Infant School are currently unwell.

In school, we follow infection prevention and control measures as standard, and we are being
particularly vigilant at present. Should children show signs of being unwell during the school day,
we will contact parents/carers to arrange for them to be collected. The main symptoms of the
illnesses being reported in school are a high temperature and in some cases, an upset stomach.

We would ask for your support by keeping your child off school if they are unwell; and/or if
they are dependent on medicine such as Calpol to reduce their temperature. We are mindful of
the need to balance school attendance with protecting all of our school community from illness;
particularly at this special time of year.

Useful information from the NHS can be found here: Is my child too ill for school? - NHS

/‘ Staying Safe Online

As Christmas approaches, many children may be asking for new electronic devices as a
Christmas Present.

It is important to think carefully about these devices and the parental features that are
available. Please check your Parental Settings on all your devices, and have the chat with your
child about what they can do if they have that 'uh-oh feeling' if and when they are online.

We all want to keep our children safe online. They're growing up in a time where screens are
everywhere and the internet plays a big part in their lives, even from a very young age.

The Internet Matters website has really useful help to set up parental settings and guidance on
games and apps. You can find all of this at www.internetmatters.org

There is also a children's tech guide - which has guides on a huge range of tech from laptops to
gaming consoles, smart TV's and much more. The guide can be found HERE.

The NSPCC "Techosaurus” has been designed to have those first conversations with your child
about online safety, to make online safety conversations as easy as possible. Find out more
here.
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Be a good digital
role model - be
mindful of your

own digital habits
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/l Upcoming dates for your diary

Did you know that you can subscribe to our school calendar via our website: and this will
automatically put the dates in your calendar? Please go to https://www.melbourne-
inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/calendar and click "subscribe”. There is also a help button immediately

underneath to help with any questions you may have. When dates are added or amended in the

Packhorse Road
Melbourne
Derby

DE73 8JE

Tel: 01332 862325

term, we will highlight these dates / activities in purple. These are planned dates and activities;
whilst we will aim to keep changes to a minimum, dates may be subject to change, and new
activities may be added during the course of the ferm. Our term dates and INSET dates are all

available on our website.

DECEMBER

w/c 15" December

Date

Activity

Monday 15™ December

Flu vaccinations (rescheduled)

Year 1 and Year 2 - Carol Concert: 4pm (ticketed event)

Tuesday 16™ December

Reception Nativity Performance: 9.30am (ticketed event)

Year 1 and Year 2 - Carol Concert: 2.30pm (ticketed event)

Wednesday 17™
December

Christmas Dinner

Year 2 children singing at Wednesday Club

Thursday 18™ December

Christmas Crafts, 9am-10.30am (parents/carers and siblings welcome to
attend: no booking required)

Parent/Carer Support Coffee Morning - 11.15am (please book in
advance by contacting the School Office)

Parish Church visit - 1.30pm

Friday 19 December

Non-uniform day

Talent Show (children only)

Christmas Magic Show (children only)

JANUARY

w/c 5™ January

Date Activity
Monday 5™ January First Day Back at school following Christmas Holiday
Friday 9™ January Year 2 spelling workshop (more details to follow)

w/c 12" January

Date Activity
Wednesday 14™ January | Big Bubble Theatre Workshops (All year groups; children only)
Friday 16™ January Star Student Assembly, 9.05am (celebrating all birthdays from

Saturday 13™ December to Friday 16™ January)
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Date

Activity

Friday 23" January

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Talks (Year 2 children)

w/c 26™ January

Date

Activity

Friday 30™ January

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

PTA Movie Night (more details to follow)

FEBRUARY

w/c 2" February

Date

Activity

Thursday 5™ February

Year 1and 2 - Museum of Making trip

Friday 6™ February

National Number Day - non-uniform, please wear something with
a humber on! (a top or jacket with a number on it; or an item of
spotty or patterned clothing)

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

w/c 9" February

Date

Activity

All Week

Children's Mental Health Week

Wednesday 11" February

Bikeability - Reception / Year 1 children (more details to
follow)

Parent/Carer Support Coffee Afternoon - 2.45pm (please book
with the School Office)

Thursday 12™ February

PTA Flip-A-Thon (more details to follow)

Friday 13™ February

INSET Day - School Closed to children
Premier Holiday INSET Club will run in school - booking details
will be made available closer to the time

Half Term:

w/c 23" February

Monday 16™ February - Friday 20™ February

Date

Activity

Wednesday 25™ February

Parents Evening (Date 1 of 2)

Friday 28™ February

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am (celebrating all birthdays from
Friday 13™ February - Friday 28™ February)
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MARCH

w/c 2™ March

Date

Activity

Tuesday 3™ March

Book Fair begins

Wednesday 4™ March

Parents Evening (Date 2 of 2)

Thursday 5™ March

World Book Day (more information to follow)

Friday 6™ March

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

w/c 9™ March

Date Activity

All Week Mother's Day / Significant Female Lunches - Year 1 children
(more information to follow)

Monday 9™ March Last day of Book Fair

Friday 13™ March Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

w/c 16™ March

Date

Activity

During the week

Maths Missions - Years 1 / 2 (more information to follow)

Friday 20™ March

Red-Nose Day - Non-Uniform

Final Star Student Assembly of the term, 9.05am

RockSteady concert - 2.30pm (for parents/carers of children
who attend RockSteady)

w/c 23" March

Date

Activity

Friday 27™ March

Easter Bonnet Parade - 2.45pm

Easter Holidays: Monday 30™ March to Friday 10™ April
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