
        
 

 

Shine brightly together and reach for the stars!  
 

Our school week in numbers: 

Dojo points awarded for our STAR Standards: 

684 

Attendance: 

96.16% 
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Packhorse Road 
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Weekly Bulletin 

Week Ending: Friday 17th July      
 

 

Wow – what a busy week full of fantastic achievements! 

 

I was blown away by our talented Year 2 children 

performing “James and the Giant Peach” to proud 

parents, carers and relatives!  I’m sure those who have 

seen the show will agree that it was absolutely 

fantastic.  A huge thank you to all school staff involved 

in the performances for all of their hard work in 

delivering these wonderful shows.  
 

Sports Day was also a huge success! We hope all watching had a brilliant time and enjoyed all of 

the events — our children certainly did.   

 

Finally, it was a joy to hear the progress our Year 2 children have made through their piano 

lessons with Cathy Lester Music at their performance on Thursday.  We hope they will continue 

their lessons as they move to the Junior School!  We are very pleased to have such enriching 

opportunities for children during the school day; piano / brass lessons, Spanish club and 

Rocksteady will all be available in the new school year and details can be found on our website. 

 

Our Year 2 Narwhal Class teachers have now been appointed and we are delighted to welcome 

Miss. Tivey and Mrs. Bennet as our Narwhal class teachers from September; who will be sharing 

the teaching role as a job share.  Many of our children, parents and carers will already know 

Miss. Tivey, who has previously taught at Melbourne Infants, and Mrs. Bennet is an experienced 

teacher who has taught in primary and nursery schools in Staffordshire prior to joining us here 

at Melbourne Infants.  Narwhal children will have the opportunity to spend time with both Miss. 

Tivey and Mrs. Bennet next week. 

 

A few requests from me as the school year draws to a close: 

 

• Medicines / Inhalers: if your child has any medicines in school – inhalers, Epipens or 

antihistamines – please ensure these are collected from classrooms on the last day of 

term. 

• Lost Property: we would love to be able to re-unite some of our lost property with its 

owners!  Please do come and have a look at the lost property in the school foyer.  

Anything not collected before the end of term will be given to charity. 

 

There will not be a full bulletin next week but please do look out for my final message of the 

year which will be emailed on the last day of term (Thursday 23rd July). 
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Next week in school for current Infant School children… 

Monday 20th July: PTA Fun Afternoon / Sponsored Penalty Shoot Out 

AND End of Year Party  
During the fun afternoon, children will be taking place in a sponsored penalty 

shootout - sponsorship money can be sent into the school office or paid on 

ParentPay.  Children need to wear PE kit on Monday please! 

 

For those booked on to attend the end of year party, collection will be from 

classrooms at 4.30pm on this date (children attending Stay and Play until 5pm 

can be collected from Stay and Play classroom at 5pm as normal).   

 

The deadline for bookings has now passed and we are no longer able to add 

children to the party.  

 

 

Tuesday 21st July: Year 2 Disco 

 

 Children can wear non-uniform on Tuesday 21st July for their leavers party at 

the Assembly Rooms!  As we will be walking to and from the Assembly Rooms 

after lunch, please ensure they have suitable footwear and a light rain jacket 

with them.   

 

Parents/carers are welcome to join the final part of the party at 2.30pm at the 

Assembly Rooms and take children home afterwards.  All other children will be 

walked back to school ready for collection from classrooms or after school clubs 

as normal. 

 

 

Wednesday 22nd July – Chameleon and Hummingbird Topic Teaparty 
 

Please see Class Blogs for more information! 

 
 

Thursday 23rd July – Reception Mini-Beast Day 
 

Please see Class Blogs for more information! 
 

 

Thursday 23rd July – Year 2 Graduation and Awards Ceremony, 

2.30pm 
 

We would be delighted if parents/carers would join us for our leavers assembly 

to celebrate our wonderful Year 2 children as they graduate from Melbourne 

Infant School - the assembly will begin at 2.30pm.  Year 2 children will need to 

wear school uniform on the last day of term. 
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We are pleased to be able to confirm the breakfast and after-school club arrangements from 

September 2026. 

 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club will continue to be run by Premier Education based here at the Infant School, 

from 7.30am every school day.  Bookings can be made online. 

 

New Reception children who start school on Monday 7th September are welcome to attend 

breakfast club from Wednesday 9th September. 

 

After-school clubs 

Based on the positive feedback from parents/carers and children on our Stay and Play after-

school club offering, we are delighted to be able to offer Stay and Play club from Monday – 

Thursday from September.  Collection options for the club are 4.30pm or 5pm daily. 

 

In addition to Stay and Play, we will also continue to offer a number of other sports-based 

clubs.   

 

 After-

School Club 

Year groups 

open to 

Finish Time Run by How to enrol 

Mondays Stay and Play  All year 

groups 

4.30pm OR 

5pm 

School Complete our 

online form 

Tuesdays Stay and Play  All year 

groups 

4.30pm OR 

5pm 

School Complete our 

online form 

Karate Year 1 and 2 4.30pm Maximum 

Response 

Karate 

Click here for 

enrolment form 

Wednesdays Stay & Play All year 

groups 

4.30pm OR 

5pm 

School Complete our 

online form 

Thursdays  Stay and Play  All year 

groups 

4.30pm OR 

5pm 

School Complete our 

online form 

Gymnastics All year 

groups 

4.30pm Premier 

Education 

Click here to 

book online 

 

There is no after-school club at the Infant School on Fridays due to a lack of demand; and also 

allowing us to keep the school hall free for school events. 

 

New Reception children who start school on Monday 7th September are welcome to attend 

after-school clubs from Wednesday 9th September. 

 

In addition to our breakfast club and after-school clubs, we also offer music lessons (Cathy 

Lester Music and RockSteady) and Spanish lessons.  Please see our website for more details. 

Breakfast and after-school clubs: from September-December 2026 
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Are you a business owner, or do you know a local business that would like to support the school? 

 

Are you looking for a “cool” business sponsorship opportunity?! 

 

The PTA are looking for sponsors of air conditioning units that are being used in school to help 

keep children cool and comfortable during the really high temperatures. 

 

 
 

If this is something you might be interested in, please contact the PTA: 

melbourneinfant.pta@gmail.com  

 

Message from the PTA  

Sponsor 
Me! 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
mailto:melbourneinfant.pta@gmail.com


        
 

 

Shine brightly together and reach for the stars!  
 

MELBOURNE INFANT SCHOOL 
Head Teacher: Mrs C Gibbs 

Email: enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

Website: www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

 

Packhorse Road 

Melbourne 

Derby 

DE73 8JE 

Tel: 01332 862325 

 

 

Read to the Beat Summer Reading Challenge 2026 

Once again Derbyshire libraries are running The Reading Agency’s National Summer Reading 

Challenge. This year’s theme is “Read to the Beat” encouraging children to feel the rhythm of 

words and the joy of reading, celebrating the connection between storytelling and sound. 

The annual Summer Reading Challenge started on Saturday 4 July 2026! 

Delivered by The Reading Agency, in partnership with libraries and supported by Universal 

Music Group UK, this year’s theme is “Read to the Beat”. 

Aimed at keeping primary school children’s reading skills sharp over the summer, as well as 

promoting reading for pleasure, the challenge is to read six books or more before 12th 

September when it ends. 

The Summer Reading Challenge also provides much-needed entertainment – there are six 

stickers to collect and, once the challenge is completed, children receive a medal and 

certificate. 

Derbyshire libraries are hosting a variety of activities over the holidays linked to the reading 

challenge which can be found on the ‘What’s On’ section of Derbyshire Libraries website.  

More information can also be found on the Reading Agency's Summer Reading Challenge website. 

Melbourne Library - Melbourne Library - Derbyshire 

 

Summer Reading Challenge  

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
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https://readingagency.org.uk/get-reading/find-a-read/read-to-the-beat-2026-summer-reading-challenge/
https://libraries.derbyshire.gov.uk/-/melbourne-library


        
 

 

Shine brightly together and reach for the stars!  
 

MELBOURNE INFANT SCHOOL 
Head Teacher: Mrs C Gibbs 

Email: enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

Website: www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

 

Packhorse Road 

Melbourne 

Derby 

DE73 8JE 

Tel: 01332 862325 

 

 

 

The upcoming dates for our Autumn term can be found below.  Did you know that you can 

subscribe to our school calendar via our website; and this will automatically put the dates 

in your calendar?  Please go to our website and click “subscribe”.  When dates are added or 

amended in the term, we will highlight these dates / activities in purple.  These are planned 

dates and activities; whilst we will aim to keep changes to a minimum, dates may be subject to 

change, and new activities may be added during the course of the term.  Our term dates and 

INSET dates are all available on our website. 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Friday 4th September 2026 is an INSET day, and school is closed to children on this date.   

The school year will begin on Monday 7th September 2026. 

 

Reception children will have a phased start for their first two days of school:  

• First day of school: Monday 7th September – 9am-11.45am  

• Second day of school: Tuesday 8th September: 9am – 12.30pm (children will also have 

lunch at school on this day) 

Reception children will then be full time in school (8.45am to 3.20pm) from Wednesday 9th 

September onwards. 

 

Breakfast club and after-school clubs will start from Monday 7th September 2026.  Reception 

children are welcome to start breakfast/after-school clubs from their first full day in school 

(Wednesday 9th September). 

 

w/c 7th September 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 7th September Reception children: First day of school: 9am-11.45am 

Year 1 – Meet the Teacher, 3pm 
This is a session for parents/carers starting in the school hall, and 

followed by a visit to classrooms 

Tuesday 8th September Reception children: second day of school: Tuesday 8th 

September: 9am – 12.30pm (with lunch) 

Year 2 – Meet the Teacher, 3pm 
This is a session for parents/carers starting in the school hall, and 

followed by a visit to classrooms 

Seahorse Nursery Class - Stay and Play session for children 

starting nursery in September - 1.30pm-2.30pm 

Thursday 10th September Seahorse Nursery Class - Stay and Play session for children 

starting nursery in September - 4-5pm 

 

 

 

Upcoming dates for your diary  

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
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w/c 14th September 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 14th September Flu Vaccinations (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children only) 

Wednesday 16th 

September 

Reception – EYFS Information Session – 2.30pm 
This is a session for parents/carers in the school hall and will last 

approximately 45 minutes. 

Thursday 17th September Reception – Meet the Teacher (8.30am) 

 
w/c 21st September 

 

Date Activity 

Friday 25th September Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

Celebrating birthdays from 1st – 25th September 

Phonics Session for Year 1 parents/carers (9.30am) 

w/c 28th September 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 28th September PTA AGM, 4pm 

Tuesday 29th September  Individual School Photographs 

Wednesday 30th 

September 

Year 1 and Year 2 – Breakfast with Books (more information to 

follow) 

Thursday 1st October Year 1 and Year 2 – Breakfast with Books (more information to 

follow) 

World Poetry Day 

Friday 2nd October  Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

 
OCTOBER 

 

w/c 5th October 

 

Date Activity 

This Week Reception: Library Teddy Bear Sleepover – more information to 

follow 

Friday 9th October Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

Friday 9th October Halloween Disco – Years 1 and 2 – after school (more 

information to follow)  

 

w/c 12th October 

 

Date Activity 

Friday 16th October Star Student Assembly, 9.05am  

Friday 16th October Halloween Disco – Reception – after school (more information to 

follow) 
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w/c 19th October  

 

Date Activity 

Wednesday 21st October Parents Evening (Date 1 of 2)   

Friday 23rd October Harvest Festival Assembly (children only) and donations for 

Padley Centre (more information to follow) 

 
Half term – Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 

We will be holding an “Extreme Reading” contest over October half term: more details to follow! 

 

NOVEMBER 

 
w/c 2nd November  

Non-Fiction November starts! 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 2nd November INSET Day – School closed to children 

Wednesday 4th November Parents Evening (Date 2 of 2)  

Friday 6th November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am  

Celebrating all birthdays from 16th October – 6th November 

PTA Fireworks Night (more information to follow) 

 
w/c 9th November  

Nursery Rhyme Week 

 

Date Activity 

Friday 13th November 

 

World Kindness Day 

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

 
w/c 16th November  

Friendship Week 

 

Date Activity 

All Week Grandparent Lunches – Reception children (more information to 

follow) 

Friendship Week 

Monday 16th November Odd Socks Day 

Friday 20th November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

Children in Need Day (non-uniform day) 
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w/c 23rd November  

UK Parliament Week 

 

Date Activity 

Friday 27th November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

 
w/c 30th November 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 30th November Christmas Decorating – Year 2 children/parents/carers (more 

information to follow) 

Tuesday 1st December “Add-Vent” – Year 2 children / parents / carers, 9am (more 

information to follow) 

Friday 4th December  Star Student Assembly, 9.05am  

 
DECEMBER 

 

w/c 7th December 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 7th December Last date for Monday Stay and Play After-School Club 

Thursday 10th December Christmas Crafts, 2pm (more information to follow) 

Friday 11th December 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

PTA Christmas Fayre (more information to follow) 

w/c 14th December 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 14th December Year 1 and Year 2 – Carol Concert: 4pm (ticketed event) 

Tuesday 15th December 

 

Reception Nativity Performance: 9.30am (ticketed event) 

Year 1 and Year 2 – Carol Concert: 2.30pm (ticketed event) 

Wednesday 16th 

December 

Year 2 children singing at Wednesday Club during the morning 

Friday 18th December 

 

Non-uniform day 

Talent Show (children only) 

Christmas Magic Show (children only) 
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Clay Creations 2 
Join Creative Melbourne and the Athenaeum Hub’s SEND Peer Support Group for a Summer 
holiday family workshop exploring the tactile sensory nature of clay modelling. This 
workshop is led by Nita Rao and will be outdoors (weather permitting!) in a relaxed session 
for parents of children with disabilities and their families in a secure setting. 
At the Atheneum Hub, Wesley Hall, Potter Street, Melbourne, DE73 8EJ 
Wednesday 29th July -from 1.00 – 3.00pm drop in or stay all afternoon! 
 
Inspired by Nature 
A sociable, playful workshop led by Jane Bevan letting your imagination run wild and 
creating your own imaginary insect using natural materials foraged on a short stroll around 
Melbourne at the start of the workshop to collect twigs, feathers, seeds and leaves and 
enjoy watching butterflies & bugs in their natural environment. 
This workshop is for families and friends. 
At the Honor Room, St. Michaels House, Melbourne Parish Church DE73 8JH and around 
Melbourne Pool. 
19th  August  - from 1.30 – 3.30pm 
To reserve a space on any of these workshops call 07962 430450 or email 
makeit-creativemelbourne@outlook.com 
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