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Weekly Bulletin
Week Ending: | Friday 17™ October

I hope all of our children who attended our Halloween Discos enjoyed themselves! Thank you to
parents/carers for supporting this fundraising activity. We raised £400, which we
will put towards lunchtime resources for school. Thank you again.

The half-term has flown by - next week is our last week before the half-term break, and Friday
will be our Harvest Festival! Each year at Harvest time, Melbourne Infant School supports
Padley Centre. We would ask parents/carers who are able to do so to consider making a food or
household donation to the Centre. Please see more information below.

The INSET Day Holiday Club on Monday 3" November has proved very popular - there are 5
spaces remaining, which can be booked via ParentPay. More information on the holiday club can
be found here.

Next week in school...
It is Travel Smart Week next week. Mrs. Gibbs will be talking to children in
Travel Smart | school about travelling smartly, and safely, to school. Leaflets with more
Week information have been sent home with children and we encourage
parents/carers to talk to child(ren) about road safety.

Flu Flu vaccinations will be taking place on Monday 20™ October for children
Vaccinations | whose parents/carers have consented for them to have a vaccination.

The first of our fwo Parents Evenings will be taking place on Wednesday
22" October. Parents Evenings will take place in your child's classroom:
please enter the building via the main school entrance.

Each parents evening appointment is for 10 minutes. Parents evening is

Parents
. clearly an important time for parents/carers, who often bring several
Evening - ; . . . .
questions or items to discuss. Often, this can mean that appointments run
Wednesday

over: which then has an impact on appointments running late for the rest of
the evening. Please do try to stick to your appointment time and length so
that we do not run over. Teachers are always happy to arrange a further
appointment or discussion, if more time is needed. We appreciate that
appointments running late can cause inconvenience and frustration; we are
grateful for your patience & request that behaviour to school staff remains
respectful.

We would ask parents/carers who are able to do so to consider making a
food donation to the Padley Centre. Please bring donations into school
before Wednesday 22™ October: a list of requested donations is on the
poster at the end of this newsletter. Thank you in advance for supporting
this very worthy cause.

22" October
(date 1 of 2)

Harvest
Festival - food
donations for
Padley Centre

Our school week in numbers:
Dojo points awarded for our STAR Standards: Attendance:
1,011 96.52%
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Upcoming Whole School Messages/Events

Proofs of individual school photographs have been sent home with children.

festive letters

Individual To take advantage of free delivery to school, please order by 215" October.
School . . )
Sibling photographs are available to parents/carers online through the
Photographs .
details on the proof cards.
“Desian a We will be holding a "Design a Pumpkin“ competition for all Infant School
9r " children - taking place over the half-term holiday. Children will be given a
Pumpkin . . . .
Colourin colouring sheet of a pumpkin that they can design however they wish! Please
Com eﬁﬁ?; n return completed entries to school by Wednesday 5™ November. A £1
P donation per entry is suggested; payable by ParentPay.
You will see attached to this week's bulletin that our PTA are arranging
PTA “Special” | their very popular "special” festive letters. As this attachment contains

special Christmas information, we would advise that you are not near
your child(ren) when you read it!

Year Specific Messages

RECEPTION CHILDREN

It is very important to seek the views of our parents/carers and we would

Transition - particularly appreciate your feedback about your child's transition into
your views Reception. Any feedback shared is anonymous and will be used to help
wanted! improve our fransition for future years. The questionnaire will close on
Monday 20™ October. Please click or tap here to complete the survey.
ﬁ:ﬁ::g:r::: This year's Grandparent lunches will be run for Reception children daily
Reception from Monday 17th November to Monday 24th November. Booking will open
children on Wednesday 5™ November. Please click or tap here to find out more.

YEAR 1 CHILDREN

Year 1 Phonics
Session

The slides from the recent Phonics Session can be found here.

Junior
School
Applications
and Melbourne
Junior School
Open Session

YEAR 2 CHILDREN

Applications for children to transfer from year 2 at infant schools to
junior provision in September 2026 opens from 10th November. You can
apply for a junior school place for your child(ren) via the Derbyshire
County Council website. The deadline for applications is 15th January
2026. More information can be found by clicking or tapping here.

Melbourne Junior School are holding an Open Session for Year 2
parents/carers on Tuesday 2" December at 2pm: please contact the
Junior School office to book (01332 862344 or email info@melbourne-
jun.derbyshire.sch.uk).

Packhorse Road

Melbourne
Derby
DE73 8JE

Tel: 01332 862325
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/l Stars and Authors of the Week

A big well done to the final Star Students and Authors of the Week of this half term:

** Star of the Week** **Author of the Week**
Dragonfly Grace Dragonfly Oftis
Seahorse Rufus Seahorse Max
Hummingbird | India-Mae Hummingbird Zach
Salamander | To be announced Salamander Harrison

after the half-

term break
Chameleon Isla Chameleon Lucas
POLO Alice H e 222222222222

The winner of our Good Choice award (awarded during assembly) was Koby in Hummingbird class.

Birthday Reminder: If your child celebrates a birthday between 18™ October and 7™
November, please join us at our Star Student Assembly on Friday 7th November. Don't forget
that your child can also attend school in non-uniform on their birthday (or the school day
before, or after, if their birthday falls at the weekend!).

/‘ INSET Dav Holiday Club — Monday 3" November

Premier Education will be running a holiday club in the Infant school hall (with drop-off /
collection at the main school entrance) during the INSET day on Monday 3™ November. The
club will run from 9:00 - 3:30pm and will include various activities including glow in the dark
dodgeball, gymnastics, dance, football, boccia, inflatable dart board, basketball and much morel!
All Premier Education staff have an up-to-date enhanced DBS and have completed Safeguarding
and First Aid qualifications. Child will need to bring a packed lunch (no nuts please) and
appropriate clothing to take part in sports and other activities that may take place inside and
outside at the club.

The club is open to Infant School children and any siblings of Junior school age, at a cost of £15
per child. To book, please pay and book on ParentPay. You can book more than one space (for
example, if you have an Infant School child with a Junior school sibling, you can book two spaces
- under the name of your Infant School child - at a cost of £30).

After booking, parents/carers will be sent a link to the Premier Education website, with a form
to complete to provide Premier with the personal details of those attending. Bookings will close
on Wednesday 22™ October (or as soon as the club becomes fully booked).

/l October half-term holiday clubs

Leaflets are available in our school foyer from Premier Education and SoccerStars for their
October half-term holiday clubs.
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/l Resources for school

If any parents/carers or family members have any sand play equipment (spades / buckets) or
any small farmyard animal toys, that they no longer need, and would be happy to donate to
school for children to use at lunchtimes, please do get in touch! Thank you.

/l Governor Update - Working Together for Our Children

As we have started the new academic school year, we wanted to share with you a little about
what the Governing Board is up to behind the scenes. Our main focus is always o support the
school in giving every child the best possible experience - and this year, we're working closely
with the Headteacher and staff on three key priorities:

1. Our 3 year curriculum programme

Our 3 year curriculum programme is now in place for our children across the school which
advances the subjects across the school each year through new content, avoiding the children
repeating any lessons from previous years as they progress through school. Our strategic rolling
programme has been developed to provide a curriculum which is consistent and effective for all
students. At the end of this academic year we will have completed the first year of our 3-year
rolling programme.

Governors will continue to support Mrs Gibbs and the school throughout the academic year with
learning walks where we will look at children's workbooks and talk to children and class
ambassadors about their time in school and how they're making use of their sticky knowledge
boxes to help embed their learning. Governors will review achievement data for the subjects and
children's voice questionnaires alongside Mrs. Gibbs' headteacher reports.

2. Focus on Spelling, to further help Writing

Last years' data showed the children benefited from the focus on the school implemented for
writing, particularly for boys within school and it also highlighted that one of the reasons
children are not achieving their age-related expectations for writing is due to their spelling. To
continue efforts and results demonstrated last year for progress in writing, a key focus this
academic year is to support the children with their spelling, aiming to help more children
demonstrate they are meeting the age-related expectations.

Governors in our Teaching & Learning Committee will review the progress and attainment of
children'’s spelling through learning walks and speaking with subject leads and their actions plans,
and how the focus on spelling is progressing.

3. Continuous provision

Play and exploration are important in aiding children's development. Mrs Gibbs and the staff
recognise it is an important factor in children's enjoyment in school and the positive impact it
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has on the children's progress. The school encourages children to build on their learning in
classes through the continuous provision which is available. We will be looking to build on the
continuous provision available in our classes with the aim to enhance the offering across the
school, particular for Key Stage 1 classes, which is expected to improve children's learning and
emotional wellbeing in school.

Governors in our Resources committee will review the development of the continuous provision
across the classes throughout the academic year and will look to see this reflected on the
feedback from children in the voice's surveys and from Leuven scales assessments for children's
wellbeing.

We'd like to thank all the Mrs Gibbs and staff for their efforts starting the new school year
smoothly and we look forwards to working fogether on the three key priorities as the school
year progresses.

The Governors of Melbourne Infant School

/‘ Grandparent lunches (Reception): booking opens 5" November

Sharing a lunch in school together with a special relative is always a highlight for our children.
Each year our parent/carer and grandparent lunches runs on a rota:

Reception: Grandparent lunches - during the Autumn term
Year 1: Mothers/Significant female lunches - during the Spring term
Year 2: Fathers/Significant male lunches - during the Summer term

This enables each school year group to have had the opportunity to have lunch with a different
family member or significant person before the time they leave the Infants.

This year's Grandparent lunches will be run for Reception children daily from Monday 17™
November to Monday 24™ November. They will run from 11.55am to around 12.30pm
(approximately). There will be a maximum of two slots available per family - these can either be
used on the same day (subject to availability) so that grandparents can attend on the same day,
or they can be used on different days (one grandparent per day).

If your child has an older sibling in Year 1 or 2, they will also attend the lunch. Unfortunately,
we cannot have younger siblings attending the Grandparents lunches due to health and safety.
As much as we would love to be able to offer the opportunity for our grandparents o have a
school meal, unfortunately the school kitchen does not currently have the capacity to offer this.
We would therefore ask for each attending grandparent to bring a packed lunch with them.
Please note packed lunches must not contain nuts or nut derivatives.

The link to book will be sent to Reception parents/carers by email on Wednesday 5™ November.
Booking will be open until the end of the day on Wednesday 12™ November, after which point
we will not be able o make any changes to bookings or add any new bookings.
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/l Upcoming dates for your diary

The upcoming dates for the last week of term, and dates for our Autumn term can be found
below. Did you know that you can subscribe to our school calendar via our website: and this
will automatically put the dates in your calendar? Please go to https://www.melbourne-
inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/calendar and click “subscribe”. There is also a help button immediately
underneath to help with any questions you may have. When dates are added or amended in the
term, we will highlight these dates / activities in purple.

These are planned dates and activities; whilst we will aim to keep changes to a minimum, dates
may be subject to change, and new activities may be added during the course of the term.
Additional dates and activities for the Christmas period will be confirmed nearer the time.

| OCTOBER
w/c 20™ October
Date Activity
Monday 20™ October Flu vaccinations
Wednesday 22" October | Parents Evening (Date 1 of 2)
Friday 24™ October Harvest Festival Assembly (children only) and donations for
Padley Centre

Half term - Monday 27™ October to Friday 315" October

| NOVEMBER
w/c 3" November
Date Activity
Monday 3¢ November INSET Day - School closed to children (other than those

booked to come to Premier Education's INSET day holiday club)
Wednesday 5™ November | Parents Evening (Date 2 of 2)

Friday 7™ November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

Celebrating all birthdays from 18 October - 7t November
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w/c 10™ November

Packhorse Road
Melbourne
Derby

DE73 8JE

Tel: 01332 862325

Date

Activity

All Week

Friendship Week

Monday 10™ November

Odd Socks Day

Tuesday 11™ November

Open Sessions for families with children due to start school in
September 2026: 5pm

Thursday 13 November

World Kindness Day

Friday 14™ November

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

Friday 14™ November

Children in Need Day (hon-uniform day)

w/c 17" November

Date

Activity

All Week

Grandparent Lunches - Reception children

Friday 215" November

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

w/c 24™ November

Date

Activity

Monday 24™ November

Grandparent Lunches - Reception children (final date)

Thursday 27™ November

Christmas Decorating (Year 2 children/parents/carers) -
bookable: more information to follow

Friday 28™ November

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

w/c 15" December

Date

Activity

Friday 5™ December

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

Friday 5™ December

Rock Steady Concert (for parents/carers of children who
attend Rock Steady) - 2.30pm

w/c 8™ December

Date

Activity

Thursday 11™ December

Open Sessions for families with children due to start school in
September 2026: 10am and 2pm

Friday 12™ December

Christmas Jumper Day

Friday 12™ December

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am
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w/c 15" December
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Date

Activity

Monday 15™ December

Year 1 and Year 2 - Carol Concert: 4pm (ticketed event)

Tuesday 16™ December

Reception Nativity Performance: 9.30am (ticketed event)

Year 1 and Year 2 - Carol Concert: 2.30pm (ticketed event)

Wednesday 17
December

Christmas Dinner

Year 2 children singing at Wednesday Club during the morning

Thursday 18™ December

Christmas Crafts, 9am (parents/carers and siblings welcome to attend:
more information to follow)

Thursday 18™ December

advance by contacting the School Office)

Parent/Carer Support Coffee Afternoon - 2.45pm (please book in

Thursday 18™ December

to walk children to church: more information to follow)

Parish Church visit - 1.30pm (parent/carer/family helpers will be needed

Friday 19 December

Non-uniform day

Friday 19™ December

Talent Show (children only)

Friday 19™ December

Christmas Magic Show (children only)

Our term dates and INSET days for this school year, and next school year, can be found on the
Term Dates page of our website.

____Our Harvest Wishlist:

(J Instant noodles/noodle pots
(J Rice pots

O Microwave rice

(O Tuna snack pots

O Tinned potatoes
[ Tinned tomatoes
(J Brown sauce

[ Tinned meat meals

(carrots, peas, sweetcorn)

J{ Fresh veg
(. Bags of Dry Pasta
b4 Bags of Dry Rice

. Household cleaning
products

\

There are some items we don’t need / cannot accept

(J Tinned tuna [ Tinned soup

(J Cereal (up to 700g boxes) [J Cooking sauces (jars)
[ Coffee [ Snack pot porridge

O UHT milk O Kitchen roll

(O Sugar ([ Toilet roll

[ Custard [0 Washing powder / gel
O Tinned fruit (J Eqgs

(O Baked beans [ Self-raising flour

(] Tinned vegetables (J Golden syrup

J Medical products
/. Tinned lentils and pulses
£ Used toiletries

v

Get in touch

™ 01332331280
@ www.ymcaderbyshire.org.uk

R528 Scan to visit

% our website
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