
        
 

 

Shine brightly together and reach for the stars!  
 

Our school week in numbers: 

Dojo points awarded for our STAR Standards: 

1,318 

Attendance: 

96.43% 

 
 

MELBOURNE INFANT SCHOOL 
Head Teacher: Mrs C Gibbs 

Email: enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

Website: www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

 

Packhorse Road 

Melbourne 

Derby 

DE73 8JE 

Tel: 01332 862325 

Weekly Bulletin 

Week Ending: Friday 24th October 
 

It has been a busy end to a very busy half-term! 

 

• Children have been learning about Black History Month, and reading the “Little People, 

Big Dreams” books around inspirational people like Nelson Mandela, Marcus Rashford, 

Michelle Obama and Malala Yousafzai; 

 

• Mrs. Gibbs and Mr. Fraser, our School Crossing Patrol, talked with children about Travel 

Safe week, and how to make sure we can all travel to school smartly and safely.  Please 

talk to your children about “Stop, Look and Listen”; 

 

• Finally, we celebrated our Harvest Festival today.  Thank you so much for your donations 

to the Padley Centre. We received a generous amount of donations which will really 

benefit the charity – the photos below show just a proportion of the donations we 

received.  Thank you for supporting this very worthy cause. 

 

     
 

Thank you for your understanding when the flu vaccinations were cancelled on Monday by the 

Immunisation Team.  Owing to the availability of the Immunisation Team, the rescheduled date 

will now be the morning of Monday 15th December.  We have asked that the Infant School is 

considered for an earlier date, should any become available (through cancellations from other 

schools etc) and will update parents/carers if this becomes possible. 

 

Looking back on the last 7 weeks, our children have settled into school routines and shown our 

STAR standards. A big thank you to all of our parents and carers.  I am sure you – as well as the 

children – are looking forward to the half-term break. 

 

A reminder that Monday 3rd November is an INSET Day, and school is closed to children (other 

than those booked to come to Premier’s INSET day holiday club).  If your child is booked onto 

the holiday club, please drop them off at the main school entrance at 9am; and please ensure 

that you have completed the Premier registration form (sent via email). 

 

Please read on for more information on what is happening in school on our return to school on 

Tuesday 4th November.  

 

I hope that you all have an enjoyable and restful half-term break, and we look forward to 

welcoming children back to school on Tuesday 4th November. 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
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w/c Monday 3rd November 

M
O
N
D
A
Y
 

INSET Day 

 

Monday 3rd November is an INSET Day, and school is closed 

to children (other than those booked to come to Premier’s 

INSET day holiday club). 

T
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Poppy Appeal 

From Tuesday 4th – Friday 7th November, children will have 

the opportunity to purchase a poppy from the Poppy Appeal. 

Please send your child in with a small cash donation (minimum 

£1 recommended) if you would like your child to buy a poppy.   

W
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“Design a Pumpkin” 

Colouring Competition  

We will be holding a “Design a Pumpkin” competition for all 

Infant School children over the half-term holiday. Children 

have been sent home a colouring sheet of a pumpkin that 

they can design however they wish! A spare copy can be 

found at the end of today’s bulletin.  Please return completed 

entries to school by Wednesday 5th November. A £1 donation 

per entry is suggested; payable by ParentPay. 

PTA “Special” festive 

letters  

The PTA are arranging their very popular “special” festive 

letters.  The information about the special letters can be 

found on last week’s bulletin, or on the post shared on Dojo – 

we advise that you are not near your child(ren) when you read 

it!  If you would like to order, please do so by Wednesday 5th 

November. 

Parents Evening  

The second of our two Parents Evenings will be taking place 

on Wednesday 5th November.  Parents Evenings will take 

place in your child’s classroom: please enter the building via 

the main school entrance.  

 

Each parents evening appointment is for 10 minutes.  Parents 

evening is clearly an important time for parents/carers, who 

often bring several questions or items to discuss.  Often, 

this can mean that appointments run over: which then has an 

impact on appointments running late for the rest of the 

evening.  Please do try to stick to your appointment time and 

length so that we do not run over.  Teachers are always 

happy to arrange a further appointment or discussion, if 

more time is needed.  We appreciate that appointments 

running late can cause inconvenience and frustration; we are 

grateful for your patience & request that behaviour to school 

staff remains respectful. 

F
R
I
D
A
Y
 

Star Student Assembly 

– Friday 7th November 

If your child celebrates a birthday between 18th October and 

7th November, please join us at our Star Student Assembly 

on Friday 7th November.   

 

Don’t forget that your child can also attend school in non-

uniform on their birthday (or the school day before/after, if 

their birthday falls at the weekend or during a holiday!). 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/


        
 

 

Shine brightly together and reach for the stars!  
 

MELBOURNE INFANT SCHOOL 
Head Teacher: Mrs C Gibbs 

Email: enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

Website: www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

 

Packhorse Road 

Melbourne 

Derby 

DE73 8JE 

Tel: 01332 862325 

Upcoming Whole School Messages/Events 

Non-Fiction 

November 

 

  
 

 

Throughout November, we will be celebrating “Non-Fiction November” in 

conjunction with the National Literacy trust, and exploring non-fiction 

books with our children.  The trust have done research which demonstrates 

that providing pupils with the opportunity to read and explore non-fiction 

plays a vital role in helping them to learn about their world, as well as 

fostering reading for pleasure.  

 

We would love to receive photographs of your child reading any non-fiction 

books at home for a special display in school.  Please print off any photos 

and pass them to your child’s class teacher.  If you do not have a printer, 

please email or Dojo the photos to the school office to be printed.    

Odd Socks 

Day – Monday 

10th November 

 

 
 

Monday 10th November is Odd Socks Day, and all children are invited to 

attend school wearing odd socks to celebrate difference!   

Children in 

Need Day - 
Friday 14th 

November 

  

We will be supporting Children in Need on Friday 14th November. Children 

can come to school in an outfit of their choice as long as they have suitable 

footwear and a coat for outdoor play.  A donation would be appreciated for 

this very worthy cause: please do so online by clicking or tapping here.  

 

Year Specific Messages 
 

RECEPTION CHILDREN 
Grandparent 

Lunches for 

Reception 

children  

This year’s Grandparent lunches will be run for Reception children daily 

from Monday 17th November to Monday 24th November. Booking will open 

on Wednesday 5th November.  Please click or tap here to find out more. 

 

YEAR 2 CHILDREN 

Junior  

School  

Applications 

and Melbourne 

Junior School 

Open Session 

Applications for children to transfer from year 2 at infant schools to 

junior provision in September 2026 opens from 10th November. You can 

apply for a junior school place for your child(ren) via the Derbyshire 

County Council website. The deadline for applications is 15th January 

2026. More information can be found by clicking or tapping here. 

 

Melbourne Junior School are holding an Open Session for Year 2 

parents/carers on Tuesday 2nd December at 2pm: please contact the 

Junior School office to book (01332 862344 or email info@melbourne-

jun.derbyshire.sch.uk).   

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=18852
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/education/schools/school-places/primary-admissions/primary-infant-and-junior-school-admissions.aspx
mailto:info@melbourne-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk
mailto:info@melbourne-jun.derbyshire.sch.uk
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A big well done to this week’s Authors of the Week: 

 

 Dragonfly: Harrison 

 Seahorse: Toby 

 Hummingbird: Molly 

 Salamander: Florence 

 Chameleon: Ivy 

 

 
 

 

If any parents/carers or family members have any sand play equipment (spades / buckets) or 

any small farmyard animal toys, that they no longer need, and would be happy to donate to 

school for children to use at lunchtimes, please do get in touch!  Thank you. 

 

   

Sharing a lunch in school together with a special relative is always a highlight for our children.  

Each year our parent/carer and grandparent lunches runs on a rota: 

• Reception: Grandparent lunches – during the Autumn term 

• Year 1: Mothers/Significant female lunches – during the Spring term 

• Year 2: Fathers/Significant male lunches – during the Summer term 

 

This enables each school year group to have had the opportunity to have lunch with a different 

family member or significant person before the time they leave the Infants. 

 

This year’s Grandparent lunches will be run for Reception children daily from Monday 17th 

November to Monday 24th November. They will run from 11.55am to around 12.30pm 

(approximately). There will be a maximum of two slots available per family – these can either be 

used on the same day (subject to availability) so that grandparents can attend on the same day, 

or they can be used on different days (one grandparent per day). 

 

If your child has an older sibling in Year 1 or 2, they will also attend the lunch.  Unfortunately, 

we cannot have younger siblings attending the Grandparents lunches due to health and safety. 

As much as we would love to be able to offer the opportunity for our grandparents to have a 

school meal, unfortunately the school kitchen does not currently have the capacity to offer this. 

We would therefore ask for each attending grandparent to bring a packed lunch with them. 

Please note packed lunches must not contain nuts or nut derivatives. 

 

The link to book will be sent to Reception parents/carers by email on Wednesday 5th November.  

Booking will be open until the end of the day on Wednesday 12th November, after which point we 

will not be able to make any changes to bookings or add any new bookings. 

Grandparent lunches (Reception): booking opens 5th November 

Resources for school 

Author of the Week 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
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The upcoming dates for the last week of term, and dates for our Autumn term can be found 

below.  Did you know that you can subscribe to our school calendar via our website; and this 

will automatically put the dates in your calendar?  Please go to https://www.melbourne-

inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/calendar and click “subscribe”.  There is also a help button immediately 

underneath to help with any questions you may have.  When dates are added or amended in the 

term, we will highlight these dates / activities in purple.  

These are planned dates and activities; whilst we will aim to keep changes to a minimum, dates 

may be subject to change, and new activities may be added during the course of the term.  

Additional dates and activities for the Christmas period will be confirmed nearer the time. 

 
OCTOBER 

 

w/c 3rd November  

 

Date Activity 

Monday 3rd November INSET Day – School closed to children (other than those 

booked to come to Premier Education’s INSET day holiday club) 

Wednesday 5th November Parents Evening (Date 2 of 2) 

Friday 7th November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am  

Celebrating all birthdays from 18th October – 7th November 

 

w/c 10th November  

 

Date Activity 

All Week Friendship Week 

Monday 10th November  Odd Socks Day 

Tuesday 11th November Open Sessions for families with children due to start school in 

September 2026: 5pm 

Thursday 13th November World Kindness Day 

Friday 14th November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

Children in Need Day (non-uniform day) 

 
w/c 17th November  

 

Date Activity 

All Week Grandparent Lunches – Reception children  

Friday 21st November 

 

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

Non-uniform day in exchange for chocolate donations 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming dates for your diary  

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/
https://www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk/calendar
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Shine brightly together and reach for the stars!  
 

MELBOURNE INFANT SCHOOL 
Head Teacher: Mrs C Gibbs 

Email: enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

Website: www.melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk  

 

Packhorse Road 

Melbourne 

Derby 

DE73 8JE 

Tel: 01332 862325 

w/c 24th November  

 

Date Activity 

Monday 24th November Grandparent Lunches – Reception children (final date) 

Thursday 27th November Christmas Decorating (Year 2 children/parents/carers) – 

bookable: more information to follow after the half-term break) 

Friday 28th November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

 
DECEMBER 

 
w/c 1st December 

 

Date Activity 

 

Friday 5th December 

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am  

Rock Steady Concert (for parents/carers of children who 

attend Rock Steady) – 1.45pm (time changed) 

PTA Christmas Movie Night – after school (more details to follow) 

 

w/c 8th December 

 

Date Activity 

Thursday 11th December Open Sessions for families with children due to start school in 

September 2026: 10am and 2pm 

 

Friday 12th December 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am 

PTA Christmas Fair (more details to follow) 

 

w/c 15th December 

 

Date Activity 

Monday 15th December Flu vaccinations (rescheduled) 

Year 1 and Year 2 – Carol Concert: 4pm (ticketed event) 

Tuesday 16th December 

 

Reception Nativity Performance: 9.30am (ticketed event) 

Year 1 and Year 2 – Carol Concert: 2.30pm (ticketed event) 

Wednesday 17th 

December 

Christmas Dinner 

Year 2 children singing at Wednesday Club during the morning 

Thursday 18th December Christmas Crafts, 9am (parents/carers and siblings welcome to attend: 

more information to follow) 

Thursday 18th December Parent/Carer Support Coffee Afternoon – 2.45pm (please book in 

advance by contacting the School Office) 

Thursday 18th December Parish Church visit – 1.30pm (parent/carer/family helpers will be needed 

to walk children to church: more information to follow) 

Friday 19th December 

 

Non-uniform day 

Talent Show (children only) 

Christmas Magic Show (children only) 

 

mailto:enquiries@melbourne-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
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