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Shine brightly together and reach for the stars!

Weekly Bulletin
Week Ending: | Friday 23" October

What a busy end to a busy half-term! Looking back on the last 7 weeks, our children have
settled into school routines and shown our STAR standards. A big thank you to all of our parents
and carers. I am sure you - as well as the children - are looking forward to the half-term break.

We celebrated our Harvest Festival foday. Thank you so much for your donations to the Padley
Centre. We received a generous amount of donations which will really benefit the charity. The
photos are just a proportion of the donations received. Thank you for supporting this very
worthy cause.

I hope that you all have an enjoyable and restful half-term break, and we look forward to
welcoming children back to school on Tuesday 3™ November.

Our first week back following the half-term break...

Monday 2nd November - INSET Day
Monday 2" November is an INSET Day: school is closed to children on this date.

Wednesday 4™ November - Reception children - National Child
Measurement Programme

The National Child Measurement Programme are visiting school on Wednesday DERBYSHIRE

4th November. They have sent an email or letter to Reception parents/carers..

Live Life
BETTER

Wednesday 4™ November - Parents Evening (2 of 2)
Parents Evening will take place in classrooms: please enter via the main school
entrance. Each parents' evening appointment lasts 10 minutes. To help the
evening run on time for everyone, we kindly ask that you keep to your allocated
appointment time. If more time is needed, teachers will be happy to arrange a Eening

follow-up conversation. Thank you for your patience if there are any delays, and
for treating our staff with courtesy and respect throughout the evening.

Friday 6™ November - STAR Student Assembly x .
Our next Star Student assembly will be on Friday 6th November. We will = .
celebrate all birthdays from 17™ October - 6™ November in this assembly. .j\/g »

Our school week in numbers:
Dojo points awarded for our STAR Standards: Attendance:
1,100 93.2%
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/‘ Extreme Reading challenge - over the half-term Break!
=R WK7EL J

Where is the most extreme place your child has .
| read a book? Is it up a tree, on top of a mountain, or
whilst doing a handstand?!

We would like parents/carers to take a photograph = -
of your child(ren) reading somewhere unusual - but
safe! - and submit it via Class Dojo to your child's
teacher.

Please send your photographs in by Friday 6th
November.

PTA “Special” Christmas Letters .
You will see attached to this week's bulletin that our PTA are arranging their f “‘g

very popular “special” festive letters. E ¢ A
As this attachment contains special Christmas information, we would advise B
that you are not near your child(ren) when you read it!
Christmas Artwork &

Children will be desighing Christmas artwork which can be ordered onto
Christmas cards, gift labels or wrapping paper. Your child's creations and an
order form will make their way home to you, and must be returned to school by
Friday 13™ November at the latest if you choose to make an order. Orders and
payment must be made online: the order form contains further instructions.

Poppy Appeal
After the half-term break, children will have the opportunity to purchase a

poppy from the Poppy Appeal. Please send your child in with a small cash donation
(minimum £1 recommended) if you would like your child to buy a poppy. Poppies
will be available o purchase until Wednesday 11™ November / until stocks last.

s
HeroTown visit - Nursery & Reception - Tuesday 10™ November (AM)

Our Nursery and Reception children have been lucky enough to been invited to
HeroTown - an interactive role play centre and soft play - during the morning of
Tuesday 10™ November! Staff will be walking children to and from HeroTown.
Nursery children who do not normally attend nursery on a Tuesday morning are
welcome to come and join in the fun, along with their parent/carer: please
contact the school office for more details.

=S
‘Po
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/l Louie the Reading Dog

All of us here in school were so sad to learn that Louie
the Reading dog crossed over the Rainbow Bridge
earlier this week. Every week Louie brought
moments of pure joy and happiness to our children as
they read to him and his owner. His calm, kind and
gentle nature will be incredibly missed by the
children and staff alike. Teachers have spoken with
children about the sad news in an age appropriate way
this week. Our love and best wishes are with Louie's family.

/‘ PTA Halloween Colouring Competition Winners

We had some amazing entries for the PTA colouring competition! Well done to our winners!

HAPPY, 1

Chameleon Narwhal Creativity Award

/‘ Bl Authors of the Week

Well done to this week's Author of the Week:
Dragonfly: Bella
Salamander: Sybil
Hummingbird: Mia
[ Chameleon: Dottie
J Narwhal: Andrii

Melbourne
Derby
DE73 8JE

Tel: 01332 862325
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/‘ Grandparent lunches (Reception): booking opens Friday 23" October

Sharing lunch with a special family member in school is always a highlight for our children! To
ensure every child has this opportunity during their time in the Infant School, we runa
programme of family lunches throughout the year:

e Reception children: Grandparent Lunches (Autumn Term)

e Year 1 children: Mother/Significant Female Lunches (Spring Term)

e Year 2 children: Father/Significant Male Lunches (Summer Term)

This year's Grandparent Lunches for Reception children will take place daily from Monday 16™
November to Monday 23™ November, from 11.55am to approximately 12.30pm. Each family may
book up to two places. These can be used on the same day (subject to availability) or on
different days.

Where a Reception child has an older sibling in Year 1 or Year 2, they will also be able to attend
the lunch. Unfortunately, younger siblings cannot attend due to health and safety requirements.

While we would love to offer school meals to visiting grandparents, our kitchen is unfortunately
unable to accommodate this. We therefore ask all guests to bring a packed lunch. Please ensure
packed lunches do not contain nuts or nut products.

A booking link has been emailed to Reception parents and carers today. Bookings will close at the
end of the day on Wednesday 11™ November. After this date, we will be unable to make changes
or accept additional bookings.

/l Upcoming dates for your diary

The upcoming dates for our Autumn term can be found below. Did you know that you can
subscribe to our school calendar via our website; and this will automatically put the dates
in your calendar? Please go to our website and click “subscribe”. When dates are added or
amended in the term, we will highlight these dates / activities in purple. These are planned
dates and activities; whilst we will aim to keep changes to a minimum, dates may be subject to
change, and new activities may be added during the course of the term. Our term dates and
INSET dates are all available on our website.

Premier Education will be running a holiday club at Melbourne Infants during the October
half-term holiday. Please click/tap here to find out more / book.
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w/c 2" November
Non-Fiction November starts!

Date Activity

Monday 2™ November INSET Day - School closed to children

Wednesday 4™ November | National Child Measurement Programme - Reception children
Parents Evening (Date 2 of 2) - all classes apart from Seahorse
and Salamander class

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

Celebrating all birthdays from 17th October - 6*" November

-

Derby Parent Support Group
is now going to be held monthly this will be
the first Friday of the month.
only 9.30-Tlam

Friday 6™ November

The +
SEND

Dynamic
C..C.

Craft and Rhyme
| with Attie Lime .

At Melbourne Library on

2" October Saturday 7" November 2026, 10.30am-11.30am

6" Novemeber Booking Essential — Book your place by calling in to Melbourne Library,
4™ December email melbourne.libra shire.gov.uk or phone: 01629 533363

The Richard Shaw Centre 20 Royal Scot
Road, Derby, DE24 8AJ

Listen to Attie share poems from her popular children's poetry books - there will be
giggles, riddles, and plenty of joining in!

Followed by a craft activity
www.theSE!Ddynamic.co.uk

Registered with
FUNDRAISING
@ REGULATOR

.C. pany y
Registered in England & Wales Company Number 14675290
Registered Office: 20 Royal Scot Road, Pride Park, Derby, DE24 8AJ

.

Ideal for age 5+ (older and younger siblings welcome)
www _attielime co.uk
Social Media @attielime

Blue Jelly and Strawberries - winner of the Special Recognition Award, Children's Literature
Festivals 2026

Poemes on Toast September 2026

Aﬁi Lime

Y

DERBYSHIRE
CONTROLLED County Council
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w/c 9™ November
Nursery Rhyme Week

Date Activity
Tuesday 10™ November HeroTown visit for Nursery & Reception children (children only)
Thursday 12™ November | Michael Rosen Day
Friday 13™ November World Kindness Day
Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

w/c 16™ November
Friendship Week

Date Activity

All Week Grandparent Lunches - Reception children
Friendship Week

Monday 16™ November Odd Socks Day

Friday 20™ November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

Children in Need Day (hon-uniform day)

w/c 23" November
UK Parliament Week

Date Activity

Monday 23" November Last day of Grandparent Lunches - Reception children
Tuesday 24™ November Author Visit

Friday 27™ November Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

DROP IN SESSION FURQ
PARENTS AND CARERS

s TUESDAY 24™ NOVEMBER ’
9AM -10AM 4
MELBOURNE JUNIOR SCHOOL

= + TO OFFER A SAFE AND WELCOMING SPACE FOR
PARENTS/CARERS TO SHARE CONCERNS AND ASK
QUESTIONS

ﬁ;\ « TO PROVIDE PRACTICAL ADVICE ON A RANCE OF
W TOPICS

é‘t‘? « TO SIGNPOST FAMILIES TO RELEVANT LOCAL
w SERVICES AND ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF SUPPORT

Ay Y

as ‘
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w/c 30" November

Date Activity

Monday 30™ November Christmas Decorating - Year 2 children/parents/carers (more
information to follow)

PTA Christmas Movie Night
Tuesday 1" December "Add-Vent" - Year 2 children / parents / carers, 9am (more

information to follow)
Experience Advent - EYFS: PM (more information to follow)
Friday 4™ December Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

SCHoOL ™
OPEN DAY

Ambition Belonging Participation

* Meet the teachers

DECEMBER

w/c 7' December

Date Activity
Monday 7™ December Last date for Monday Stay and Play After-School Club
Thursday 10™ December | Christmas Crafts, 2pm ((more information to follow) / 2.30pm Nursery
Friday 11™ December Christmas Jumper Day

Star Student Assembly, 9.05am

PTA Christmas Fayre (more information to follow)
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w/c 14" December

Date

Activity

Monday 14™ December

Year 1 and Year 2 - Carol Concert: 4pm (ticketed event)

Tuesday 15™ December

Reception Nativity Performance: 9.30am (ticketed event)

Year 1 and Year 2 - Carol Concert: 2.30pm (ticketed event)

Wednesday 16™
December

Cathy Lester Music Concert (for parents/carers of children who
taken part in music lessons in school) - 9.15am

Year 2 children singing at Wednesday Club during the morning

Christmas Dinner

Seahorse Nursery Class Christmas Songs - 2.30pm

Thursday 17™" December

Visit to Parish Church (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children) -
1.30pm

Friday 18™ December

Non-uniform day

Talent Show (children only)

Christmas Magic Show (children only)
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