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A message from Mrs Shore, Assistant Headteacher 
The school has been buzzing with activity as we dive into the 2025 summer exam season. A big 

congratulations to our Year 11 students, who have shown incredible dedication in preparing for their French 

and Spanish speaking exams this week. Well done also to those in Years 11, 12, and 13 who have completed 

their art, business studies, and creative media exams. And, finally, a special shout-out to the talented 

students who performed at this week's Performing Arts Showcase – we are so proud of your hard work! 

With the sun shining, our students have been making the most of the beautiful weather, enjoying the 

outdoor spaces that make Melksham Oak such a special place. We wish everyone a relaxing bank holiday 

weekend, and let’s hope the sunny weather sticks around! 

Year 11 Exams 
We are very proud of all our Year 11 languages students who have completed their speaking exams.  This is 

worth 25% of the GCSE grade and they have approached this exam with maturity and resilience!  Students 

have also been working for two days on their final Art exam pieces and the standard of work produced is 

fantastic.  We would like to thank all the students in school for supporting this process by moving around 

the school calmly and being mindful of the red ‘exam in progress’ signs as we continue with more practical 

exams in the coming week for Textiles and Art A Level.  We wish all our year 11 and 13 students the best of 

luck for next week with the first written papers on Friday for our year 11 Business GCSE and the first whole 

year group paper on Monday 12th May.  We are all here to help and support them through the exam season.  
 

Year 11 Performing Arts Students 
This week the year 11 performing arts students 

completed their final performance to friends, family 

and staff with an amazing show of talent ranging across 

all dance styles and acting. They worked incredibly hard 

leading up to this moment to produce 15-minute pieces 

on the theme ‘joint effort’. The pieces were emotional 

and strong. Their teacher Miss Williams expressed she 

couldn’t be more proud of them!  
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VE Day Thursday 8th May 
To commemorate the celebrations of VE day on 

Thursday 8th May we will be: 

• Non-uniform day with students and staff 
encouraged to wear Red, White & Blue or 
armed forces uniform (voluntary £1 donation 
to RBLI veterans). 

• 07:30 – 11:00 there will be a Sherman tank 
parked on the courtyard, for students to see 
before school and at breaktime. 

• Tutor time activities during the week 
including a VE day assembly and VE day quiz. 

• Themed food in the canteen during the day. 

• VE day competition for students to celebrate 
VE day – poem, artwork, design a badge, 
bake a cake etc. prize for the winner. 

• Tea party P1 for the top 30 students by merit 
score in Y7-10 & 12. 

• Photo opportunity for any students in armed 
forces uniform with the tank P2. 

• We will be inviting local Y5 students along 
from our trust primaries and the media. 
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Sparx Maths Leaderboard 
A huge WELL DONE to Year 7 in particular for their commitment and effort with Sparx Maths homework 
since returning after the Easter holiday.  
Remember to keep up-to-date with your Sparx homework – it will really support your understanding of 
content being taught during lessons. 
Research has shown that with regular, positive engagement with homework, a student can jump a whole 
grade in their GCSEs! 
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Merits 

 

Key Contacts 
In the first instance please contact your child’s tutor, who will be best placed to answer your query or direct 

you to the best person who can give you an answer. Details of the pastoral team are below: 

  

Pastoral Manager 

Ms A. Berry     berrya@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk 

 

Heads of Year 

Year 7  Mrs H. Pearce   pearceh@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk 

Year 8  Miss S. Abraham  abrahams@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk 

Year 9  Mr L. Ballinger  ballingerl@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk 

Year 10  Mrs C. Hughes  hughesc@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk 

Year 11 Mr J. Oatley  oatleyj@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk 

6th Form Ms R. Cooper  cooperr@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk  

  

Head of Careers Education 

  Ms C. Tranter  tranterc@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk  

 

Upcoming Events 
Wednesday 7th & 8th May: GCSE Textiles Exam 

Thursday 8th May:  Year 7 Parents’ Evening 16:00 to 19:00 

   VE Day – red, white & blue non-uniform day (£1 donation) 

Thursday 22nd May: Year 10 Parents’ Evening 16:00 to 19:00. 

To e-mail any other staff member 

please e-mail 

admin@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk 

with a subject line of FAO: <staff 

name> 

mailto:berrya@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:pearceh@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:abrahams@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:ballingerl@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:hughesc@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:oatleyj@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:cooperr@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:tranterc@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk


 

 

Newsletter 

Friday 2nd May 

Proud to be part of The White Horse Federation Multi-Academy Trust  | www.twhf.org.uk 

Safeguarding online-update for parents from SWGFL 
Roblox Launches New Parental Controls April 2025 

Roblox has recently launched some new parental controls, offering more transparency and management 

over young people’s accounts. The new features allow parents to block specific friends, as well as view more 

detailed insights into their child’s activity. Roblox has incorporated more real-time awareness that can be 

adapted depending on where parents feel most comfortable, and can be adjusted as their child’s digital 

experiences develop. 

What’s Included? 

To access to these features, parents and carers will need to link their own Roblox account using a verified ID 

in a move to encourage only trusted individuals to access and modify parental settings. Once linked, parents 

can: 

• Block specific users from their child’s friends list which will remove direct messaging and 
engagement with that user. 

• Block individual experiences – this is content that they may not what their child to see. Parents can 
already set a maturity level for the content they are exposed to, but this feature allows for specific 
blocking on experiences that may fall out of the maturity level. 

• Track the time that they spend on Roblox - this gives parents a clearer picture of what their child’s 
screentime is highlighting, and more specifically, what experiences they are engaging with the 
most.    

Updates to the Roblox Safety Center 
Roblox have also updated their Safety Center which is now redesigned as a hub for all safety-related 

resources, guides, and reporting tools. We recognise that tools alone are not enough; they must be paired 

with awareness, education, and access to support. Roblox’s move to centralise these elements can help 

demystify what is available on these platforms and helps to reinforce the need for ongoing parental 

involvement and discussion. 

While it is important to remember that no system or online feature is ever foolproof, giving parents insightful 

tools to support their child’s digital experiences is an important step in their journey. At the same time, 

communication and transparency is always the best method of supporting children with their online 

experiences. Having open conversations about why parental controls may be needed and working towards 

adapting and relaxing them as time goes on can strengthen confidence and awareness of staying safe online. 

  

https://corp.roblox.com/safety
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