We are so proud of our year 11 students this week. They have now completed
their first round of mock exams and have conducted themselves maturely and
sensibly throughout. This is an important part of the build up to final exams in
the Summer as the students get used the exam environment and put into
practice all the advice and guidance from their teachers about how to manage
their time and maximise their marks on the exam papers. During the coming
weeks students will be getting invaluable feedback on their mocks during
lessons.

The Sixth Form Open evening was a huge success; there was such a buzz of

- excitement around the building as students discussed their possible future pathways
and explored the wide range of subjects on offer across both Melksham and Devizes
' school sites. Thank you to our current students who came to support and speak to

1 students and parents about their experiences. Year 11 will be supported at school in
y the coming weeks with how to complete their online application to Sixth Form with
interviews to confirm their subject choices in the New Year.

The first of the two flu vaccine days happened on Friday. If you son or daughter did not have their vaccine
today and you have given consent then they will receive their vaccine on the 27t November.
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During the course of the week Melksham Oak Community School will be remembering the contribution of
servicemen and women involved the two world wars and later conflicts. This will commence on
remembrance Sunday, where around 20 students representing the school for the Melksham Remembrance
parade, we will be leaving King Street car park at 10:45 and laying a wreath at the War Memorial, along with
the following events and activities:
e Giant poppy — this will be available all week in the main reception/canteen area of the school for
students to sign if they would like to.
e Remembrance assemblies and tutor activities throughout the week
e Tuesday 11™ cadets can wear their cadet uniform for the day and the school community will come
together to hold the national silence at 11am.

On Friday 14" November, we will be raising money for Children in need. Students can come in non-school
uniform, with a voluntary donation of £1 that will be collected in buckets on the entrance gate. The Sixth
Form Charity and Fundraising team will be organising some fun games for lunch time. Please bring some
money for the games and stands at lunchtime!

Our Sixth Form A Level Maths students recently took part in the UK Mathematics Trust Senior Challenge.
Congratulations to all our award winners who received their certificates this week! We’re absolutely
thrilled with the scores our students achieved. These awards not only represent aptitude in mathematics
but also demonstrate problem-solving ability, reasoning skills, and our young people’s ambition and
determination to succeed.

The Year 12 award winners are pictured. A special mention
goes to Annie, who achieved the Best in School award.

KS3 and KS4 students will have the opportunity to participate
in the UKMT Junior and Intermediate Challenges later in the
year. Past challenge papers can be found online at
ukmt.org.uk. Please come and see me in U204 for further

support.
- Mr Berry
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We are delighted to welcome our new librarian, Mrs Parfitt, to the school community! With a passion for
reading and helping students discover the joy of books, Mrs Parfitt has already been busy updatlng our
library space. She’s also planning fun reading challenges and clubs to inspire % 3
everyone to get involved. Try to stop by the library to say hello and find your
next great read!

Mrs Parfitt has created a special Remembrance display to honour those who
served and sacrificed in times of war and conflict. The display features hanging
poppies and books that help us think about the importance of remembrance.
Pupils are encouraged to visit and take a quiet moment to reflect on the
bravery and resilience of others. In the library, there is a variety of books
available for pupils who wish to learn more about remembrance and its

meaning.

We're delighted to let you know that all Year 7 pupils have now
received their new book. Book Buzz is a wonderful reading
programme run by BookTrust, designed to encourage young
people to develop a love of reading.

% Each pupil was able to choose their own book from a specially
selected list and it’s theirs to keep! The programme helps pupils
explore different genres, discover new authors, and enjoy reading
for pleasure. We hope they love their new book!

Proud to be part of The White Horse Federation Multi-Academy Trust | www.twhf.org.uk THEWHITE HORSE /5 FeDERATION



Melksham Oak
e Community School

Newsletter

lnn r‘h}.ﬁ Fxsxirils £k

*RIL |

Friday 7" November

LTS

Year 7 Design Technology
Pupils have been working with Bamboo plywood, they have learnt about ’_ '
anthropometric data to make their spatula which is comfortable for their own
hand. They have used coping saws, Hegna saws, pillar drill and disc sander with
confidence. There are some great designs here, excellent work Year 7, really pleased
with the progress you have made from term 1.

Social Areas

Following the success of the year 7 social area which was
opened in September, this week we have opened social spaces
for years 8-11.

The purpose of the individual social spaces is to provide
students with a designated indoor area for them socialise
during break and lunch. This is of course in addition to all the
remaining communal spaces and lunchtime clubs we have on
offer for students every
day.

The year 11 social area

- has three zones, a working study corner where they have access to
- 30 computers, a library section with access to revision guides and
books, and a soft seated area for them to socialise.

It’s been brilliant to see students enjoying their social spaces this
week, where many have also enjoyed playing UNO with their peers.
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8K Halloween Bake Off
Well done to all the students who contributed to the 8K Halloween bake off!

~ The cake and cookie display was a spooky treat and we were

. impressed by the very high standard of bakes. Mrs Hughes (Head of

; year) visited the tutor to judge and Isla won the cup cake section and
- Kiera won the cake section — congratulations to both!

: - Mrs Hughes (8K Tutor)

We are looking for a Parent Governor at Melksham Oak

Deadline 12pm on the 21t November

Being a school governor isn’t about knowing all the answers or telling the school how to do its job. It’s about
being part of a team that supports the school and makes sure our children are getting the best education
possible.

As a parent governor, you'll bring a parent’s perspective into discussions, learn how the school works
“behind the scenes”, from the curriculum to the way decisions are made and most importantly ask questions,
listen, and help make sure the school is doing the best for all children.

Our role is to support the school staff and leaders, while also offering constructive challenge where it’s
needed.

It’s not a huge time commitment but it does make a real difference. You don’t need to have any experience
or particular background, all that matters is that you:
e Have a child at the school
e Are curious and open-minded

e Can listen and work with others Parent Governor Election -
Melksham Oak November 2025

e Care about the school and want to help it improve
Every parent has something to offer, and the more variety of voices we have, the
stronger our governing body becomes. If this sounds like you, we’d love you to

consider putting yourself forward.

Apply: Parent Governor Election - Melksham Oak November 2025

Proud to be part of The White Horse Federation Multi-Academy Trust | www.twhf.org.uk e i T o
.E.,I‘IJ".k


https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=QF83S2NHt06j_RFeYu7GMfjLnJpkTSFGiUYO4AEV8nBUODhITzVJMkxYTDNTREUzUk0zUFpLSlRQTC4u&route=shorturl

Melksham Oak
Conmmunity School

Additional Academic Support for ALL Year 11s
The schedule below shows the revision and catch-up sessions that are being offered weekly to Year 11
students. All sessions are from 3pm until 4pm.

Newsletter

Friday 7" November

We have recommended to students, that they prioritise their attendance in this order:
Completion of exam coursework (written and practical)
Core Subject Revision (Maths & English)
Humanities (Geography, History & Religious Studies)

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.

All others.

If you have a child in Year 11, we ask that you please encourage them to take up this additional support.

WEEK A
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
PE Cambridge National Maths Foundation Tier English History
With Mr Harrison. ‘With Mr Morton and Mr Caron-Dewe. | With Miss Denlin With Mrs Charles
For tavgeted stedents only | All Welcome. For tergsted studants onip Al Welcoms + Targeted.
Maths Higher Tier Geography Design Technology
With Mr May, Mr Barry & Mrs Perks, With Mr Sheldon With Mrs lones
All Welcome, All Welcome, For coursewaork completion.
Art & Design and Textiles. History Art & Design and Taxtiles
‘With Mrs Rhodes and Miss Graingar | With Mr Maguire With Mrs Rhodes and Miss Grainger
All Weloome. All Welcome + Targeted. All Welcome,
Religious Studies PE Cambridge National
Mrs Brickell With Mr Harrison.
All Welcomea. For targeted studants only
Art & Design and Textiles Parforming Arts
With Mizs Grainger With Mizs Williams
All Welcomea. All Welcome.
{ilso Wacnescay Lunch Time)
PE Cambridge Mational
‘With Mizs Pratt
All Walcome — especially those
Aesding to cehoh-UD on courseRark
Food Preparation & Mutrition
With Mizs Eriton
For coursawork catch-up.
WEEK B
Monday Tuesdsy Wednesday Thursday
PE Cambridge Mational Maths Foundation Tier English History
With Mr Harrison. With Mr Morton and Mr Caron-Dewe. | Mrs Rebinson With Mrs Charlas
For targeted studants oniy | All Welcomea, All Welcome - especialy those All Welcome + Targetadl.
nesding to catoh-Lp.
Maths Higher Tier Geography Design Technology
With Mr May, Mr Barry & Mrs Parks. With Mr Shaldon With Mrs lonas
All Welcoma. All Welcoma. For coursework completion.
Art & Design and Textiles History Art & Design and Textiles
With Mrs Rhodes and Miss Graingar | With Mr Maguire With Mrs Rhodes and Miss Graingar

All Welcomea,

All Welcome + Targeted.

All Welcomea,

Religious Studies PE Cambridge MNational
Mrs Brickell With Mr Harrison.
All Welcoma. For targated studants only

Art & Design and Textiles
With Mizs Grainger

Alf Welcome,

{Alsa Weenascay Lunch Time)

Parforming Arts
With Miss Williams
All Welcome,

PE Cambridge Mational
With Mizs Pratt

All Welcome - especialy those
neading to catch-UP on COUrsewark.

Food Preparation & Nutrition
With Miss Briton
For coursework catoh-up.
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Volunteers Needed for our Careers Education — Can you support?

Do you work for a company that could support our Careers Education events and help inspire our young
people of the future?

We are in constant need for employers and employees across all subjects and sectors to align curriculum
learning with employer engagement.

If you know of anyone that can help, please contact Miss Ceri Tranter, Head of Careers Education on
TranterC@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk or call 01225 792700 Ext 712

Careers Events 2025-2026 sign up here: - https://forms.office.com/e/TebUjfu023

Key Contacts

To e-mail any other staff member please e-mail
admin@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk with a subject line of
FAO: <staff name>

In the first instance please contact your child’s tutor, who will be best placed to answer your query or direct
you to the best person who can give you an answer. Details of the pastoral team are below:

Pastoral Manager
Ms A. Berry berrya@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk

Heads of Year

Year 7 Mrs H. Pearce pearceh@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
Year 8 Mrs C. Hughes hughesc@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
Year 9 Mr J. Oatley oatleyj@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
Year 10 Mr L. Ballinger ballingerl@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
Year 11 Miss S. Abraham abrahams@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
6th Form Ms R. Cooper cooperr@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk

Head of Careers Education
Ms C. Tranter tranterc@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk

-
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Calling all children and schools - How to enter - Submit via our

: : l online form [QR code or visit
design a festive card for the Mayor! reoida/boGkiD] or drop o

The winning design will become the Town Hall [Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm]
official Mayor’s Christmas Card 2025. Deadline - 21 November 2025

cififéiias 1 MELKSHAM

. i#? Town Councl
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