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Friday 19t December the school will be closing to students at 1:20pm
If your child is unable to leave at this time for any reason please contact school reception so that they can remain
supervised in the library until 3:00pm

The festive season is now underway at Melksham Oak!

As we approach the Christmas break, we were delighted to
receive our beautiful Christmas tree, generously donated
by Leekes Melksham. The trees at the front of the school
have also been illuminated, creating a warm, welcoming,
and festive atmosphere for our whole school community.

On Monday 1st December, Mr Mitchell will launch our
Attendance Advent Calendar. Each week in assembly

. between now and Christmas, one tutor group will be

" selected to open a door on the calendar and win a prize for

their group.
Every student with 100% attendance in the previous week will earn one entry for

their tutor group. The more students with full attendance, the greater the chances
of winning!
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House Assemblies
This week, our house communities came together for the first assemblies of the academic year. These

assemblies were led by our fantastic sixth form house
leaders, who presented confidently and engaged
brilliantly with all students.

Our houses—Spitfire, Lancaster, Wellington, and
Hurricane—are named in tribute to RAF Melksham,
which once operated in nearby Bowerhill. Every
student belongs to a house, creating a strong sense of
identity, belonging, and teamwork. With students from
all year groups represented in each house, everyone ,
has the opportunity to collaborate, support one another, and build positive relationships.

House Competitions Begin!
House activities offer students the chance to have fun, work as a team, and show pride in their house.
Competitions run throughout the year, with the overall winner announced after our final event in July:
Sports Day.

The first competition of the year has now launched!
Students have been challenged to perform a song—
complete with singing and choreography—and
adapt some of the lyrics to reflect their house.
These performances will be recorded in the last
week of term and shared with all students on the
final day.

500 house points are up for grabs for the winning
house!

/s D

https://mocs.schoolcloud.co.uk/

< 4
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Sixth Form

A reminder that Y12s will be sitting their first set of exams directly after the Christmas break. Students should
already have a collection of self-made revision materials in their folders, and be working on a revision
schedule to provide adequete preparation.

Year 13 Class of 2025 are cordially invited into 6" form to collect their exam certificates on Wednesday 17t
December 4pm — 5pm (full information will be sent to parents).

For current year 11s the application deadline for Sixth Form is 12t December. If any student is having issues,
then Mrs Ebanks will support them with completion next week — they can email direct to Mrs Ebanks or
inform their tutor.

Year 11 Parents’ Evening
A reminder that the Year 11 Parents’ Evening will take place online on Thursday 11th December.
Appointments can be booked here: https://mocs.schoolcloud.co.uk

School Travel Survey

We are currently developing a new Travel Plan aimed at reducing car journeys to the school and
encouraging more sustainable travel options such as walking and cycling. We would be grateful for your
views on school travel, which can be shared via the survey here: https://forms.office.com/e/NmFjGvBnS3
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Christmas Dinner

Christmas dinner will be available to book on ParentPay for £4.
) . ‘TIS THE SEASON

Students entitled to Free School Meals will be able to have the

dinner at zero cost. FE’TIVE NE“"

Years 7, 8 & 9: 16" December
Years 10, 11, 12 & 13: 18" December

Christmas Dinner

Roast Turkey and Cranberry Sauce Served with Stuffing, Pigin  «
Blanket, Roast Potatoes, Seasonal Veg and Gravy :

Applying for Free School Meals
For Chlldren In years 3 and abOVE, free SChOOI meaIS are not :WinterVegetableWellingtDn Served with Stuffing, RoastPDtatoes,:
provided automatically. They can be awarded only if you receive  |: iz e ) e = ) .
any of the following: : Gluten free will be available

e Income Support
Christmas Dessert

o Job Seeker's Allowance (income-based) Gk A ErE e
Or

o Employment and Support Allowance (income-related) SR -

e support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum
Act 1999 cat

feeding

e the Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

e Child Tax Credit - providing you are NOT entitled to Working Tax Credit and your family's annual
income (as assessed by HMRC) is not more than £16,190 (as at 6 April 2012)

e Working Tax Credit 'run-on' - the payment you may receive for a further four weeks after you stop
qualifying for Working Tax Credit

e Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods)

If you think your children may be entitled to free school meals please use this link to the Wiltshire Council
website and follow the button to Apply. You will need your National Insurance number to complete the
application. Free school meals

Student Voice

Students in years 7 to 9 will be completing a short survey in their Computer Science lessons in the coming
weeks to share their views on their experiences at school. The purpose of the survey is for us to gather
information and student opinions on everything from classroom learning to safeguarding and to use this to
identify any areas that students feel could be developed. Students in years 10 to 13 will be emailed directly
with the survey to complete.
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Nearing the end of term 2 and getting Christmas Career focused @Melksham Oak School with our newest

festive display.

Post 16 options and applications have been at the forefront of our Year 11 discussions in tutor time,
personal appointments and assemblies. Please encourage your child to complete their applications to Sixth
form and Colleges before Jan 5%. If your child still needs any guidance please encourage them to email

Miss Tranter tranterc@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk for
an appointment.

Kessmns WIN

Post 18 —our Year 13 students on Weds 26™ have had
an afternoon of Supporting ambitions workshops,
delivered by the Win Project these included:-
Personal Statements -To enhance their personal
statements, CV’s and application portals for
University, employment and apprenticeships.

Interviews - Ensuring they are Interview ready for
their next steps with the interview
techniques session

Our Experience of the office Day for Year 8s is proving
to be a success. Each day, Year 8s on rotation learn

various skills across office duties and upport departments (Reception, Library, IT, reprographics and
Careers) as part of their experiences of the workplace education. They complete a contract and evaluation
of the skills and experiences they had. Well done Year 8s.

On 9t December Year 8s will have a collapsed timetable day experiencing employed from different business
sectors who have kindly given their time to inspire our students. Please encourage your child to ask

questions.
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English
English revision sessions have changed for this term.

The afterschool sessions on Wednesday are designed to support pupils with areas for improvement
identified in their mock exams, as well as any pupils who were unable to complete all of the exam questions.
The group will change each week, and pupils who are invited to attend will receive a slip.

If you do not receive a slip and wish to join, please find me in L1 to discuss the topic being covered in the

session.
From January, these revision sessions will be open to all pupils who wish to attend.

@ TASSOMALI

Class Questions Time Spent

Th 55m

/ 10A2 2527 9h 30m
Science C 10A3 1534 5h 32m
10A4 1598 6h23m

10B1 1800 6h 53m

—— e a— 5 10B2 2442 8h 56m
10B3 2065 8h23m

Maths

Class Questions Time Spent
11A1 2087 8h 36m

e ’ 11A2 1349 5h27m

English C 11A3 1759 6h 38m Any problems,
11A4 1839 6h 52m Pﬁfﬁgﬁfﬁ;ﬁ’
11B1 2462 9h 52m Head of English
11B2 1823 Th16m

—— e e > English
11B3 1925 8h2m

o

11B4 1922 7h 32m
o /

Wiltshire Admissions Consultation

Wiltshire Council is consulting on the proposed admissions criteria and admission arrangements for its
Community & Voluntary Controlled Schools for the 2027/28 academic year. It is also consulting on the
proposed schemes for co-ordination of admissions to all maintained schools and academies for the
2027/28 academic year.

The consultation started on Wednesday 19 November 2025 and it ends on Wednesday 7 January 2026.
The consultation documents can be accessed by clicking on the link below:
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-admissions-consultation
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Sparx Maths UPDATE... 7 P4 MATHS

= Following student feedback, Sparx Maths homework will now be set every Friday and due the
following Friday.

= This will ensure students initially have the weekend to attempt their homework, and seek support
from their teacher from the Monday onwards, should they need this.

= Students should sign in via the Single Sign On option (school IT login details).

= Less than 20 minutes is not considered an adequate effort — we encourage a minimum of 40
minutes.

= |Incomplete homework, or an unsatisfactory % or time, will result in a Tuesday breaktime detention.

® Failure to attend this detention will result in a 20-minute After-School Detention on Thursday.
Failure to attend this detention will result in a 60-minute Leadership Detention on Friday.

= Please monitor potential use of Al apps, which diminish any independent learning and
understanding of the key skills.

Thank you to all our parents and carers for your ongoing support.

Weekly Leaderboard

1

Sofia 7H 3903 XP

2" pixie 8L 3568 XP

@Y Lennox 9K 2833 %P
4 Benitha 7H 2679 XP

5 Leo 7A 2005 XP

6 Orla7H 1689 XP

7 Samuel 7A 1664 XP

8 Mya 10L 1415 %P

9 Kailam 10M 1275 xp

10 Savanah 9S 1250 XP

gy
iR
N
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Year 8 Netball Match Report

On Thursday, the Year 8 netball team travelled
to Warminster to face Kingdown in an exciting
and closely contested match. The girls showed
great determination and grit from the first
whistle, securing two early goals, with
Kingdown responding to take a narrow 3-2 lead
by the end of the first quarter.

In the second quarter, our girls stayed strong,
using fast and accurate passing to move the ball
quickly into the D. The defensive unit worked
tirelessly, denying Kingdown any opportunities
to score. This left the quarter finishing 1-0 to
MOCS and keeping the game tightly balanced.

The same energy carried through into the third quarter, with both teams working hard to beat defenders
and create chances. It was an evenly fought period, ending 3—-3 as the intensity continued to rise.

As the match moved into the final quarter, the girls showed real grit and determination in a tight and fast-
paced game. In the closing seconds, Kingdown managed to secure two late goals, bringing the final score to
8—6 to Kingdown.

Despite the result, the girls should be extremely proud of their performance, which showed clear
improvement and the hard work they have put in since their match last week.

Player of the Match was awarded to Elsie — well done!

M =
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Art

It has been an exciting and creative week in the Art Department, with students across the school producing
some truly outstanding work.

Year 8 have been exploring the
wonderfully quirky world of Tim
Burton—inspired illustration. Using
only ink and wooden sticks, they
have created a series of expressive,
imaginative drawings—all
completely freehand, with no
tracing involved. Their pieces show
remarkable confidence, creativity
and individuality, capturing the
eerie charm and exaggerated style
characteristic of Burton’s work. The
focus, dedication and enthusiasm
shown in lessons have been
phenomenal, and the results speak
for themselves. Well done, Year 8!

Meanwhile, Year 10 have been

making excellent progress on their GCSE beach-themed projects. After completing a successful photoshoot—
experimenting with viewpoint, composition and natural
lighting—they have now begun developing their ideas through
mixed-media drawing, working directly from their own
photographs. Students have been pushing their skills through
layered textures, detailed observational work, and thoughtful
use of colour. It has been fantastic to see their confidence grow
as they refine their techniques and produce increasingly
sophisticated pieces.

A huge congratulations to all our young artists for their hard
work, creativity and positivity throughout the week. Keep it
up—you’re creating amazing things!

[ =~
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Volunteers Needed for our Careers Education — Can you support?

Do you work for a company that could support our Careers Education events and help inspire our young
people of the future?

We are in constant need for employers and employees across all subjects and sectors to align curriculum
learning with employer engagement.

If you know of anyone that can help, please contact Miss Ceri Tranter, Head of Careers Education on
TranterC@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk or call 01225 792700 Ext 712

Careers Events 2025-2026 sign up here: - https://forms.office.com/e/TebUjfu023

Key Contacts

To e-mail any other staff member please e-mail
admin@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk with a subject line of
FAO: <staff name>

In the first instance please contact your child’s tutor, who will be best placed to answer your query or direct
you to the best person who can give you an answer. Details of the pastoral team are below:

Pastoral Manager
Ms A. Berry berrya@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk

Heads of Year

Year 7 Mrs H. Pearce pearceh@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
Year 8 Mrs C. Hughes hughesc@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
Year 9 Mr J. Oatley oatleyj@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
Year 10 Mr L. Ballinger ballingerl@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
Year 11 Miss S. Abraham abrahams@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk
6th Form Ms R. Cooper cooperr@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk

Head of Careers Education
Ms C. Tranter tranterc@melkshamoak.wilts.sch.uk

Y 3"‘
N
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Become a Teacher with :%

he White Horse Federation _©
O

—O
Are you passionate about making a difference ’oa
in young people’s lives? >

The White Horse Federation (TWHF) offers exciting routes &)
into teacher training (both Primary and Secondary) through _g)
the National Institute of Teaching (NloT).

]
High-quality training and support
Opportunities across our network of schools
A clear pathway to a rewarding teaching career

Find out more about the programmes and how you
can start your journey by visiting:
https:/niot.org.uk/programmes/initial-teacher-training_

Get into Teaching with TWHF
Dates: Thursday 18"' December zozm '

Thursday 8"‘ January 2026
Time: 16:45 - 17:45

https://forms.office.com/e/8XJIW7VAFQ_
or scan QR code

NATIONAL
INSTITUTE

of Teaching
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