Politics
Welcome to A Level Politics!
Politics is a fascinating subject that helps you understand how power operates, why political decisions are made, and how governments shape our lives both in the UK and the USA. In order to help you prepare for starting the course in September it would useful to read the information below and complete the set tasks.
Over the course of Year 12 and 13, we will follow the Edexcel A Level Politics specification, studying:
Component 1 - People and Politics: 
· Democracy and rights in the UK
· Elections
· Political Parties
· Voting behaviour and the role of the Media.
Political ideas: Conservatism, Liberalism and Socialism 
 
Component 2 - Governing the UK: 
· The UK Constitution
· Law in the UK
· Parliament
· The role of the Prime Minister and Cabinet.
Political ideas: Nationalism  
 
Component 3 - Politics in the USA: 
· The US Constitution and federalism
· US Congress
· US presidency
· US Supreme Court and civil rights
· Democracy and participation
· Comparative theories.

Assessment:
100% examination at the end of Year 13. Three exam papers based on the topics above, each paper is worth 33.3%.

For further information - A level Politics specification - Issue 4





Tasks

Harold Wilson said ‘A week is a long time in Politics’ – with this in mind, a successful A level Politics student must keep a keen eye on the news.  

1) Create TWO weekly news journals – one for the UK and one for the USA. Each should include: 
· One political news story per week  
· Summary of the issue (100 words) 
· Key political actors involved 
· Explanation of why it matters
 

2) Research one British Prime Minister since 1945 and create a fact file. You should aim to include:
· Time in office 
· Context of the time (eg wars, economic boom / bust etc) 
· Major achievements 
· Major failures 
· Leadership style 
· Overall assessment

3) Research one US president since 1945 and create a fact file. You should aim to include:
· Time in office 
· Context of the time (eg wars, economic boom / bust etc) 
· Major achievements 
· Major failures 
· Leadership style 
· Overall assessment

Recommended sources for keeping up to date
· BBC News Politics 
· Sky News Politics 
· The Guardian Politics 
· Newsnight – BBC weeknights
· Podcast: The rest is politics (Apple / Youtube)
· Podcast: Americast (BBC sounds)
· Podcast: Newscast (BBC sounds)
  

