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Section C: Unseen Poetry
27.1 – 24 marks 
The examiner wants to see your personal response to the poem
Make sure your response is firmly rooted in the text (lots of references and quotations)
Use tentative language: perhaps, may suggest, hints at…
· Focus on METHODS, which may include:
· the creation of a mood / tone
· the use / effect of particular word choices
· the use / effect of description
· structural elements
· titles
· imagery
· perspective / voice
Successful responses typically: 
• adopt an ideas-led approach to their analysis – focusing on meaning(s) and ideas, and use methods as a means of illustrating meaning NOT the methods driving the focus of the response 
• recognise the voice as a construct. 
Advice to students: 
• Read the unseen poem and make sure you get a sense of the overall point first. 
• Select three or four key methods to focus your attention on that stand out for you. You don’t have to write about everything.









27.2 – 8 marks 
The final question is worth 8 marks. This question will require you to compare the unseen poem from the previous question to a new unseen poem.Useful sentence starters:
· The writer/speaker…
· This sense of fear/love/joy etc is further reinforced by…
· This may suggest/ indicate/ highlight…
· Although on the surface it may seem…

It is likely this new poem will be quite short as you will not have a long time to answer it. 
This question is only testing you on AO2, meaning it is seeing if you can compare language, structure, form and other methods used by a writer.
Techniques and effect – NOT ideas on what they are about
Always do a paragraph comparing tone/mood, imagery, adjectives/verbs if you are stuck
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