
Home Reading Information  

 Learni n g to read is the most impo rtant thi n g your child 

will learn at our school. Everythi n g else depends on it, 

so we put as much energy as we pos sibly can i nto mak-

i n g sure that every si n gle child learns to read as qui ck-

ly as pos sible. 

We want your child to love read i n g – and to want to 

read fo r themselves. This is why we put our effo rts 

i nto maki n g sure they develop a love of books 

as well as simply learni n g to read.  



What will my child bring home? 
 

Your child will bring home a RWI wallet containing 

appropriate reading for their level. 

• Your child needs to bring this folder in everyday 

• Folders will be collected in on a Thursday 

• New books will be given out on a Friday 

It is important that children re-read the sounds or books over the 

week so they become fluent and confident readers.  

Children start by learning the sounds that 

letters make. They will bring home sound 

cards and worksheets to practice at home. 

There will also be games that you can 

play with your child to help them learn 

the sounds.  

 

  

  

  

 

  

Once your child knows all the sounds and 

can blend they will bring home a blending 

books. 

  

 

  

  

 

Once your child can read CVC words 

they will bring home 5 ‘ditties’. Please try 

and read 1 ditty a day rather than all at 

once.  

 

  

  

  

  

 

Once your child starts to read storybooks 

they will bring home 2 books to read 

over they week. They are linked to their 

RWI group book in school.  

 

  

  

  

 

  



Fred Talk  

Fred the frog helps children read. He can say the sounds in words, 

but he cannot say the whole word, so children have to help him.  

To help children read, Fred (the adult) says the sounds and the chil-

dren say the word.  e.g.    c-a-n    p – l – ay  

Special friends  

Special friends are a combination of 2 or 3 letters representing one 

sound, e.g. ch, ph, ay, igh.   

Red words    

Red words are common words with a low-frequency grapheme, that 

cannot be sounded out. If your child gets stuck on a red word—just 

tell them what it says.  

Phonics terminology  

How can I help my child? 

We know parents and carers are very busy people. But if you can 

find time to read to your child as much as possible, 

it helps him or her to learn about books and stories. 

Show that you are interested in reading yourself 

and talk about reading as a family.  

If you child comes stuck on a word help them by using: 
 

 “Special friends—Fred talk—read the word” 

 

• We teach children to spot the special friends first, as they 

are the trickiest part.  

• Say these first – then Fred talk the word – then say the 

whole word 



Useful websites 

What is RWI phonics?: 

 

https://youtu.be/sjlPILhk7bQ 

How to say the sounds: 

 

https://youtu.be/TkXcabDUg7Q 

Sound Blending: 

 

https://youtu.be/MNyFikwNQTg 


