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16th June 2021 

LEARNING AND GROWING TOGETHER WITH FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE  

Dear Parents and Carers 

We are into the last half term and our final topics of the year. The classes are already really engaged in 

their learning this term and each teacher is planning for an educational experience to really bring the cur-

riculum alive for pupils. This may be a visitor into school, such as in Class 3 with an African history and 

dance workshop, or a virtual visit, depending on what can really inspire our learning. We are already 

planning our educational visits out of school for the  Autumn term and are really looking forward to re-

suming these. Look out for  some of the amazing work our pupils have achieved this term, we are proud 

of you all! 

Unfortunately plans to hold whole school events have had to be put on hold  following the announce-

ment on Monday. FOM are busy thinking of alternative ways to mark the end of the year. Watch this 

space... 

TT Rock Star Day 

The children, and adults, enjoyed the day dressed up as rock stars organised by FOMS for our Times Ta-

bles day. World famous rock musicians are the best at what they do because they've spent hours prac-

tising guitar chords, writing music or playing on the drums. It's just the same with times tables – all Times 

Table Rock Stars need to practise and practise and practise. It's essential that your child does a little bit of 

times table practise every night. In my experience, short bursts of daily practise are more effective than 

spending hours once a week. And this is where you come in. For your child to be fully motivated and for 

them to get the best out of the practice, they need your help. Without your praise and your reminders, 

without you sitting down next to them or checking their work, practising times tables will not feel im-

portant. With your help they can also earn those important Dojos to spend in school! Many thanks to 

FOMs who raised £92 for the TT Rock Star day.   

 



You may have spotted something new at the front of the school ! We were con-

tacted by Mrs Todd as part of Micklefield Tenants and Resistance Association 

(MTRA) and Micklefield Regeneration Partnership (MRP)...and also known as Tyler 

Todd's (class 2) Granny. They have kindly organised a ‘Little Free Library’ to be 

used and enjoyed by school children, as well as the wider community. If you have 

any spare books we would welcome contributions. 

Attendance  Update 

Our whole school attendance target  is 96%  and I will be updating you on our class attendance each 

Newsletter. School attendance is an important part of giving children the best possible start in life. Pupils 

who miss school frequently can fall behind with their work and do less well.  

Here is how you can help: 

Establish a good routine in the mornings and evenings so your child is prepared for the school day ahead 
 Ensure your child arrives at school on time 

 Arrange dental and medical appointments outside the school day when possible 
 Always inform school by 9.00am if your child is absent due to illness 

 Take family holidays outside term time 
Discuss any problems or difficulties with school - we are here to help and support where we can. 

Our current attendance is 91% and we continue to take action on this with the Local Authority. 

SEND This term I commissioned a SENDCO (Special Education-

al Needs Coordinator) from outside Micklefield CE Primary 

School to contact all our parents of SEND children to gain their 

views of school life for their children and their experience of 

SEND in school as parents. I wanted to know what is working 

well, what needs tweaking and what needs addressing. Many 

thanks to those parents involved, who as parents of children 

with SEND, have given us their specialist views. An action plan 

has already been written and started to be implemented. We 

are always open to feedback so please do get in touch. I am 

pleased to say the majority of parents were overwhelmingly 

supportive of the school as outlined in some feedback below.  

‘Very pleased with the support and confident for their child’s 

transition to high school.’ 

‘School listened to my concerns and assessments led to inter-

ventions that have really made a difference.’ Parent 

‘Very approachable, hardworking staff and I can see the impact 

of their work.’ Parent 

‘I feel very supported in school and I work hard and am doing 

well’ Pupil 

Pupil Voice 

We want to nurture a culture where 

all children feel listened to, valued, 

respected and empowered. Pupil 

Voice is an excellent vehicle for this 

and we have started to gather the 

views of pupils with Special Education-

al Needs in a questionnaire last week. 

We are also working with 

‘Achievement for All’ this term to sup-

port our pupils. This is a leading not –

for-profit organisation that works in 

partnership with schools to improve 

outcomes for all children.  At the heart 

of everything they do is: aspiration, 

access attainment and achievement – 

building the core in every child.  

We will be keep-
ing you updated. 

 



  

 

We recently sent out an email with information and a form for claiming a school uniform grant for those 

who are in receipt of free school meals. 

From 1st April 2021 – 31st March 2022, Garforth Extended Services will be funding a school uniform grant 

scheme for students who are in receipt of free school meals and attend one of the schools within our 

cluster covering Garforth, Aberford and Micklefield. If you have a child/children attending a school within 

the Garforth cluster and you are currently claiming free school meals for them, you are likely to be  

entitled to claim the following: 

£20 – For primary aged children (nursery to Y6)         £25 – For Garforth Academy students (Y7 to Y11) 

   Please get in touch if you would like any further information. 

Art competition  
As part of the Diocese of York’s ‘Children of Light Festival’, the Sherburn-in-Elmet group of parishes is 

running an art competition which is open to all the children and young people in the parishes. The theme 

is ‘Being Light in Difficult Times’, including our very own St. Mary the Virgin. 

 

 

Judging and Prizes: 

Winning artwork from this end of the of Selby Deanery will be dis-

played in All Saints’ Church, Sherburn-in-Elmet, between the 11th 

and 25th of June. Winning pieces of artwork in the overall Deanery 

competition (which will judge the best pieces of work from that dis-

played at All Saints’ and Selby Abbey) will also be entered in the Di-

ocesan competition for the chance to have tea with the Archbishop 

of York at Bishopthorpe Palace in the summer. The winners for this 

will be announced on 19th July 2021. Good Luck. 



Class One News 
The children explored levers and hinges, then designed and made their own fireball-breathing dragon 

machines! There was some fabulous team work going on, and the final products were amazing- I hope 

the dragons are behaving themselves in your homes! 

This week, we finally got round to writing up own our stories based on the Dragon Machine story. Our 

new characters built bat machines, lion machines and rainbow bird machines, just to mention a few. 

The children have shown real stamina for writing this week, and have made me very proud.  

Beware.........we’ve heard that giants are coming to Class 1..........and we’re hoping they’re not children or 

teacher-eating ones!!!! 

 

 

 

       

We are so proud of Lucy who had a little trim for the Little Princess 

Trust! It is such an amazing charity. Well done Lucy! 

 

 

 

The Little Princess Trust is a UK charity that provides real 

hair wigs, free of charge, to children and young people, up to the 

age of 24, who have lost their hair as a result of cancer treatment 

or other illnesses. The charity was originally set up in memory of 

five-year-old Hannah Tarplee who died as a result of cancer in 

June 2005. Hannah loved her hair so when she underwent treat-

ment for a Wilms' tumour, the loss of her hair was especially trau-

matic. When Hannah died, her parents felt the most fitting tribute 

would be a charity dedicated to providing wigs, free of charge, to 

children who had lost their own hair due to cancer treatment and 

other conditions. The Little Princess Trust was born and the charity 

has since helped thousands of young people regain their confi-

dence and identity by giving them a real hair wig. Find out more at www.littleprincesses.org.uk. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilms%27_tumour


Class 2 have begun delving into the past and learning about Ancient Egypt. We have already begun our 
new class novels, Zeraffa Giraffa and The Egyptian Cinderella and made Egyptian   amulets with a protec-
tion blessing on the back. We have made lots of predictions about what might happen next in both sto-

ries and look forward to reading more. Hopefully we will 
be able to have an Egyptian Day in class and investigate 
more about daily life in Ancient Egypt.  
 

The Family Unit created 
their own art entry for the 
Diocese of York’s ‘Children 
of Light Festival’. In their 
art work the rainbow  
symbolises what we have 
been through during 
Covid-19 and the colour 
has gone from the rain-
bows, showing how hard 
it was for us. However the 
colours in the sun show 
our positive future. 
Well done to all those in 
the Family Unit, great 
work. Superhero is the 
theme this half term and 
we look forward to seeing 
the children dressed up on 

the 1st of July. 

We all contributed to our work of art. 



This half-term, we are taking a trip to Africa.  We are really looking forward to enhancing our learning 
through an African themed day on Monday 21st June, when visitors will come into school for some Afri-
can dance followed by a workshop on the Kingdom of Benin - our history topic. 
And of course, it's the last half-term for our wonderful Year 6 pupils.  We have lots in store to make their 
last few weeks with us memorable ones, including a trip to Xscape, a disco thanks to Friends of Mick-
lefield, a leavers' service at church with Reverend Wendy Plant, a leavers' service in school with lots of 
photos and speeches (be sure to bring the tissues!) and mementoes including hoodies and photo 
books.  Lots to look forward to!  
  

Class 3 enjoyed going into space last half-term.  We read 'The Darkest Dark' by astronaut Chris Hadfield, 
which inspired research into his life and some wonderful biographies.  Did you know that Chris took his 
guitar into space?! Playing 'Space Oddity' on the ISS contributed to his fame! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 

We enjoyed looking at and recreating 
Art work in the style of Peter Thorpe.  He had a life long love of space explo-
ration, space science and science fiction. 
These abstract pieces have really brightened up the classroom and 
reflect his unique style. 
 



 DIARY DATES 

21st June – Y6 Africa workshop history and dance  

1st July—Superhero day in the Family Unit 

16th July: Reports to parents  

15th July Reception 2021 starters meeting 

19th July Sports Day AM KS1 & EYFS and KS2 PM 

20th July Reception graduation  

21st July  Leavers' Service St Mary’s Church 

23rd July – Last day of term 

Class 2 spent the Spring term learning about whales and in particular the blue whale. We researched 

facts and developed different sentence types to show these facts. We then carefully planned paragraphs 

about different areas of the whale such as migration, what they eat, features of a whale and different 

types of whales. Once Class 2 had produced their drafts and carefully edited, they then went on to write 

it as a final produced piece. The attention to detail, handwriting and presentation was phenomenal and 

they were so proud of the results that they achieved.  

 

During the summer holidays we are planning to improve our learning environments 

both inside and out.  More details will be sent out later in the term and we hope to 

have volunteers from our staff, governors, our brilliant parents and the wider  

community.  


