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At Middlethorpe, we pride ourselves on creating a warm a@
friendly learning environment in which everyone feels part of a
large family - ‘Together we learn to shine.’ Learning is at the heart
of everything we do and through a varied and rich curriculum,
our children leave our academy with aspirational outcomes and

the skills that enable them to be lifelong learners.

Our three drivers of Kindness, Responsibility and
Pride underpin every choice we make and
challenge everyone to become the best that they
can be.

Mrs Atkin - Q
Executive Principal Q




Built on botheredness . . . .O
@

the

enguire

learning trust

Our School Drivers

Our Middlethorpe drivers are what we believe to be important values for our children. They
are the values we hold as ‘Together we Learn to Shine!’

Pride

We are peoud of our achievements
We are proud of the achievemnents of others
We have high expectations and aspirations
for oursedves and others
We are proud to attend our school
We wear our Uniform with pride
We look after cur environment
We look after our equipment

T
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Mrs Simmons Miss Birkett Miss Norton
Class Teacher  Teaching Assistant Teaching Assistant

Miss Hillman O
Teaching Assistant
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Our School Day -

Each morning we open the gates at 8:45 and the children will
be greeted by Mrs Simmons/Miss Birkett.
We start the day by hanging up our coats and bookbags, before

registration and starting our morning activity.

Our learning begins at 9:00, so it is really important that the

children are in school by then.
We have a morning filled with learning and continuous

provision before going to lunch at 12:00-1:00.

Our afternoon continues like our morning, with a mix of play,

whole class inputs, group work before we are collected from

the classroom door at 3:25. % Q
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Learning Through Play ©

Play is often viewed as a simple pastime for children, but its significance in early childhood education is
profound. Play-based learning fosters essential cognitive, social, and emotional development in young
learners.

Play-based learning is an educational approach that uses play as the primary mode of learning. Children
engage in structured and unstructured play to explore concepts, solve problems, and develop skills. This
method is rooted in the understanding that children learn best when they are actively involved and having
fun.

Our highly skilled team provide a learning environment that
enables children to explore, create, experiment and play!
Our resources,equipment and activities are all setupina

way that meets the developmental needs of each child. Our
staff will regularly play with the children because it is our

skilled questioning and support that helps them to
progress.Throughout each day the children will play
independently, in groups, with an adult, at a table, on the
floor, writing in a book, writing in the mud! We encourage all
of our parents to play with their children at home too. You
will be amazed at what children are capable of when we
meet them at their level.
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WHAT WILL MY CHILD LEARN IN
EARLY YEARS?

THERE ARE 7 AREAS OF LEARNING IN THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION
STAGE FRAMEWORK

PERSONAL, SOCIAL
COMMUNICATION & PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT DEVELOPMENT

LISTENING, ATTENTION
AND UNDERSTANDING,
X AND SPEAKING

GROSS AND FINE MOTOR

MANAGING SELF, SELF-
REGULATION AND
BUILDING
RELATIONSHIPS

LITERACY MATHEMATICAL EXPRESSIVE ARTS UNDERSTANDING THE
DEVELOPMENT DEVELOPMENT AND DESICN WORLD
COMPREHENSION, WORD NUMEBER AND CREATING WITH PAST AND PRESENT,
READING AND WRITING NUMERICAL PATTERNS MATERIALS AND BEING PEOPLE, CULTURES AND
IMAGINATIVE AND COMMUNITIES, AND THE
EXPRESSIVE NATURAL WORLD
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Early Learning Goals

——
Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Listening, Attention and Understanding Self-Regulation
+ Ligten attentively and respend 1o what they hear with relevant questions, + Show an understanding of their ewn feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate = Megotiate space and obstacles safely, with
comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions their behaviour accordingly. consideration for themselves and others.
andsmall groupinteractions. - Set and work towands simple goals, being able to wail forwhat they want and control - Demonstrate strength, Balance and coordination
+ Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their their immediate impulzes when appropriate. when playing.
understanding. . ) ) - Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when « Move energetically, such as running, jumping,
+ Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing.
HI'I'dDEEFE. ar actions.
Speaking Managing Self
* Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent
+ Participate in small group. class and one-to-one discussions. offering their own + Becenfident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance writing - using the tripod gripin almost all cases.
ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary, inthe face of challenge. + Use arange of small tools, including scissors,
. D‘"”;:P'“]:M'ﬂ'“s falrwhythlrng::mlgm happen, making Uﬁhﬁ of recently introduced + Explain the reasons for rules. know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly. paintbrushes and cutlery.
vocabulary from stories, nar-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. + Mznage their own basic hygiens and personal needs, including drassing going to the + Begin 1o show accuracy and care when drawing.
+ Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food choices.
imcluding use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions,
with modedling and support from thelr teacher. Building Relationships

« Work and play cooperatively and take tumsz with athers.

UnderStand]ng the World + Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers.
Past and Present - Show sensitivity to their own and 1o others' needs. : E??J“fmes;mgﬁﬂn:d;ﬁnf:;ﬁ::;t;ﬂ
+ Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. '-'Ei"‘gh':l‘:i;“"‘“ words and recently infroduced
+ Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and Expressive Arts and Design Mathematics A ) _

now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. P 9 - {ﬁ.m:mpatel,'wtmeappmpnate‘; key events
+ Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered Creating with Materials instones

In books read in class and storytelling. ) ) * Useand understand recently introduced

+ Safely use and explore a variety of + Hawe a deep understanding of number to 10, vorabulary during discussions about stories, non-
People, Cult materials, tools and techniques, including the composition of each number, fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play.
experimanting with colour, design, + Subitize (recognise quantities without

+ Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, texture. form and function. counting) up o 5.

discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. + Share their creations, explaining the .

- g + Automatically recall {without reference to & fi h i

- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and process they have used rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds i‘;’;?fg:’i‘;:‘h;“ letter in the alphabet and at

cultural cemimunities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what + Make use of props and materials when up to § (including subtraction facts) and some i ord I ith th :

has been read in class. role playing characters in narratives number bonds 1o 10, including double facts. tead words consistent with their phonic

knowledge by scund-blending.

+ Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and and stories.
life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts * Read aloud simple gentences and books that are
Being Imaginative and Expressive

and (when appropriate) maps. consistent with their phonic knowledge, including

+ Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the some comman excepthon words.
The Natural World = Inwent, adapt and recount naratives pattern of the counting system.
and stories with peers and + Compare guantities up to 10 in different

+ Explore the natural world around thermn, making observations and drawing their teacher. contexts, recognising when one quantity ks - )

pictures of animals and plants. * Sing a range of well-known nursery greater than, less than or the same as the - gmgr”:ﬁle letters, most of which are
+ Kmow some similarities and differences between the natural world rhymes and songs. other quantity. :

arownd them and contrasting environments. drawing on thelr experiences - Perform songs, thymes, poems - Explore and represent patterns within = Spell words by identifying sounds in them and

and what has been readin class. and storles with others, and (when numbers up to 10, Including evens and odds, representing the sounds with a letter or leters.
* Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world appropriate) try to move in time double facts and how guantities can be = Write simple phrases and sentences that can be

arogund them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. with music. distributed egually. read by others.
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Indoor Environment
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Outdoor Environment
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Children are expected to wear school uniform in
Foundation Stage. Gray or black trousers, skirt
or a pinafore with a white polo shirt.
Middlethorpe School sweatshirt or cardigan.

A Middlethorpe school top or plain white t-shirt
with black shorts or leggings for PE.

Please note that children are not permitted to
wear any jewellery or nail varnish in school.
Children will also need a coat, a puddlesuit and
some wellington boots for playing outside.

O
O
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When Will My Child Start? o

Middlethorpe Primary Academy, Children start Foundation
Stage in the September after their fourth birthday.

All the children start on the first day of term and attend full-time
from this point.

ATTI;S DANCE

PORTANT?
8‘1/ % B‘elow
effect

WHY

hmnt




The definition: skills to practise
before starting Reception:

Mew skills take time to learn. Practising at home
will help your child move into school more easily
and with confidence.

Growing independence
Taking care of themselves é

Putting on/taking off their coat and shoes.

Using the toilet and washing their hands

Getting dressed with little help, e.g. after using the
toilet or doing PE

Using cutlery (e.g. fork and spoon, chopsticks) and
drinking from an open cup

Spending time away from you, learning they can
Ibe looked after by caring adults

Flay, creativity and curiosity
Taking part in imaginative play (.. role play)
Drawing, painting, colouring and sticking
Sharing story books, looking at pictures and
talking about the characters
Exploring the world around them
(e.g. looking closely at the natural
world, playing safely with
objects at home)

What Can | do to Prepare?

\t school your child will be meeting lots of new people and make
e friendships. Some things to help them get ready include:

Building relationships and
communicating %
Being with others
Practising sharing and taking turns with toys
Talking to them about how they are feeling and why
Looking at story books together and speaking about
what characters are feeling is a good way to do this
Beginning to recognise what others are feeling, a.g.
understanding if a friend is sad

Encouraging them to set boundaries for themselves
and others (e.g. knowing how to say ‘no’)

Communication and language
Singing along with songs and nursery rhymes
Talking happily to others about activities, experiences
and the world around them
Showing they need help by speaking clearly
(in basic English or sign language) b
Recognising the pattem of their name y p

(zo they can find it on their coat peg

or jacket) ) ]
Listening and engaging

Paying attention for short periods

of time

Listening to and fellowing simple

instructions

Carrying on with a task even when

it's difficult and bouncing back if

things go wrong

Healthy routines
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Physical development

Getting moving for at least three hours a day
Walking up and down steps (one foot at
a time, using the wall for support)
Climbing, running, jumping and playing -
Catching a large ball (most of py T
the time)

Doing simple puzzles and craft
activities, strengthening their grip
with cutting and sticking

Going to bed around the same time each night,
waking up in time to get ready for school
Limiting screen time to the recommended
daily amounts (see advice)
Eating a healthy diet and trying
new foods

Brushing their teeth with
fluoride toothpaste twice a day
(you'll need to supervise this
until they are at least 7)




We use a free app
called Class Dojo
which you can
download on your
smart phone.
Through this app
we share your
child’s learning,
letters and
updates. You can
a Q- INE siofa ala

Keeping in touch

The My Child at
School free app is
| where lots of
| school information
is shared such as
attendance,
payments, trips,
clubs, school

dinners and school
reports.

O
©
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We post photos
regularly on our
school |
Instagram
account INSERT
LINK. Follow us
to see the
learning that

happens at our
school.
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