
Reading 

 

"Once you learn to read, you will be forever free." — Frederick Douglass 

Intent   

At Middlethorpe, our reading curriculum is designed to stimulate the children’s natural curiosity, 
foster a love of reading in every child in every classroom, and ensure that every child leaves their 
primary journey as a confident reader. In early reading, this involves the children developing 
listening skills, concentration, being able to use rhyme and rhythm and be confident in grapheme-
phoneme correspondences. Reading is also used to develop the children’s empathy for others; 
discussion of our personal experiences help to begin our early inference skills. All children will also 
be able to confidently retell and sequence stories. These skills will progress into KS2 as children 
develop their fluency and comprehension.  
 
Children read, and are read to, from a range of books by favourite authors as well as being exposed 
to high quality literature from authors they may not yet be familiar with; this is alongside the reading 
of traditional tales and fairy tales that are part of our cultural heritage.  
 
We aim to develop the following essential characteristics of readers: 
 

 An extensive knowledge of different stories and high quality texts. 

 An ability to retell and sequence stories with confidence and to use this as a model for our 

own stories. 

 Knowledge of how stories are structured and different types of stories. 

 A comprehensive understanding of grapheme-phoneme correspondences and both the 

basic and complex code. 

 Fluency and an ability to read ahead and self-correct. 

 The ability to emphasise with a character.  

 The ability to discuss books and be confident to use book talk to identify authorial 

technique. Comparisons, similarities and differences between books and authors.  

 Excellent knowledge of different authors and genres of stories.  

 The ability to express well-balanced opinions linked to both personal experiences and real 

life experience.  

 Key skills such as skimming, scanning, clarifying, the ability to read aloud and summarise.  

 The ability to make predictions based on evidence.  

 A genuine love of reading in every classroom and for every child.  

 Expressive readers who can read aloud with confidence.  

 

Implementation 

Early Reading & Phonics 

Leaders have carefully selected the knowledge and skills that children at Middlethorpe require to 

fulfil the aims of the subject. The phonic content is mapped across the year for Nursery, Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 2. It is broken down into half termly blocks and shows the sounds and words that 

the children will be learning week by week, as well as the activities that go alongside to support this.  



Children’s learning journey begins in Nursery with the introduction of skills such as gross listening, 

alliteration, rhyme and rhythm and oral blending. A real emphasis is placed on sitting, listening and 

tuning into very fine sounds. As children move towards Reception, we expect them to know 13 

single letter sounds. Daily phonics continues in Reception where children become more confident in 

grapheme-phoneme correspondences. 

Throughout the EYFS and KS1, children will follow the Little Wandle scheme for phonics.  This is a 

recognised systematic synthetics phonics programme with supporting books. In summer term Year 

2, the children will move onto the Middlethorpe Guided Reading Programme in preparation for KS2. 

The half-termly phonic blocks are also used to map out the books that children will take home; these 

books have been carefully selected to match the phonics sounds that have been taught. In addition, 

the children also take home a reading book they can ‘grapple’ with which exposes them to new 

sounds and words which the adults at home can share with the children.  This will also develop the 

children’s love of books and begin reading for pleasure. 

All EYFS children also take part in daily singing and nursery rhyme sessions. They also participate in a 

nursery rhyme challenge during the year to enable them to learn a new nursery rhyme each week. 

This is planned carefully by the EYFS team to ensure exposure to a range of familiar and unfamiliar r  

 

Reading in KS1 and KS2 

As well as phonics, children in Key Stage 1 do guided reading daily. This involves all children reading 

at the same time. The children start by reading words together on flash cards (Fred in your head). 

They then read any red words they might see in the story. The teacher introduces the story and 

discusses any background knowledge. The children then start reading the story taking it in turns in 

their pairs using lolly pop sticks to point to the words. The children are trained to listen to their 

partner and remind them to use Fred in their head if they are not sure. If the children finish reading 

they re-read it to ensure the maximum amount of time is spent participating and reading. The 

teacher then reads to the whole group with expression. During this the jump in technique is used 

when the teacher hesitates and the children jump in. Whilst this is happening the children are 

tracking with lollypop sticks. The children then complete a second read. The children then answer 

comprehension questions and complete hold a sentence activities. VIPERS style questions are also 

introduced with a focus one day a week on these skills.   

In Key Stage 2, the teaching of reading follows a weekly structure. Guided Reading lessons are taught 

daily in each class for 30 minutes. One of the key skills (word meaning, retrieval, inference, 

prediction, explanation or summarising) is the focus of specific teaching for the week, with all other 

aspects of comprehension skills being practised alongside this. Skills are then applied independently 

to assess children’s learning. Each class in KS2 follows the same structure: Day 1 and 2 focus on 

reading for fluency; strategies to promote this include listening to the teacher read the text, echo 

reading, choral reading and paired reading. Language and vocabulary are discussed on these days to 

address misconceptions. On Day 3, a specific reading skill is taught and practised as a whole class. 

Following this, a range of comprehension questions about the week’s text are given on Day 4.  We 

use Reading Plus on Day 5. 

Within both Key Stages, children’s fluency of reading is assessed every half term. Children whose 

reading falls below the expected number of words per minute receive 1-1 daily intervention with an 

adult. 



Reading for pleasure 

Alongside this, an emphasis is placed on creating a culture of reading for enjoyment.  As part of this, 

every class has a daily story time. During this time, the children are read aloud to from a carefully 

selected range of books. Each year group has 50 books, chosen to include a broad range of authors 

and provide models of quality language structures and vocabulary, to develop curiosity, and to foster 

the reading skills necessary for children to become better readers. The books are from both well-

known and loved authors as well as less familiar ones, exposing the children to books they might not 

have otherwise accessed. The books are a selection of memorable texts which feature repetition and 

encourage predictions, as well as books with a strong story shape. They have also been chosen to 

positively reflect the interests and the backgrounds of our catchment as well as introducing them to 

diversity.  

Weekly library sessions allow the children to take a book of their choice home to share, are held for 

each class.  During these sessions, we model how to choose and select a book and regularly talk to 

the children about the selections they have made. To further support a love of reading, children also 

have the opportunity to ‘share a story’ at home with their parents. This is a special book given out 

with a hot chocolate to encourage parents to model the act of reading for pleasure at home. We 

further expose the children to a range of high quality literature through our Guided Reading and 

Write Stuff lesson texts, which are at the heart of our reading curriculum. In addition, the children 

have a weekly mystery reader session in which a member of staff chooses a story to read to a class 

other than their own.  

 

Impact 

Our Reading curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate progressions 

of knowledge and skills. If children are keeping up with the curriculum, they are deemed to be 

making good or better progress. In addition, we measure the impact of our curriculum through the 

following methods:  

 Half termly phonics assessment 

 Half termly book banding 

 Pupil Voice 

 Learning Walks 

 Reading questionnaires 

 Parental feedback 

 Reading results and progress termly 

 

 


