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Millbrook Primary School – Homework Policy 

1. Rationale

Through setting homework Millbrook recognises that:
1.1
All pupils are entitled to receive a broad, balanced, exciting curriculum, which includes homework and which encourages them to have high expectations in all areas.

1.2
It is important that every child is encouraged to develop an independent, open and enquiring mind and to be creative, imaginative and inventive within and outside of the school setting, including their home environment. 
1.3
There is a facility outside the classroom for children to practise skills and processes, to increase accuracy or fluency and to prepare new ideas and information for new learning.

1.4
This is an additional facility for teachers to stimulate, extend, reinforce and assess learning.  
1.5
Every child should be provided with a secure and relaxed environment where they can work and grow in confidence and self-esteem.


1.6
Homework facilitates working in partnership with parents and carers and allows them to demonstrate their support for their child’s learning and the school.
2. Definition

2.1
Homework is any work set outside the school day to reinforce and support the school curriculum or to extend a child’s thinking.
3. Aims

In setting homework Millbrook aims to:

3.1 Ensure a consistent approach to homework throughout the school.
3.2 Ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility.

3.3 Ensure that the needs of the individual child are taken into account i.e personalised learning.

3.4 Ensure that parents have a clear understanding about the expectations of themselves and their child.

3.5 Provide opportunities for children and parents to work together to enjoy learning experiences.

3.6 Encourage children to develop long term strategies for independent working and learning.

3.7 Further extend topic, literacy and maths work at different levels.

3.8 Provide special interest or enthusiasms beyond the classroom.

3.9 Help children who encounter difficulties by providing them with further practise in specific areas.
4. Organisation

Homework is meant to enhance school-based learning, not act as a barrier to out of school activities or home life. So that children may be encouraged to follow their interests outside of school we aim to provide a timetable for regular homework e.g. spellings, which allows sufficient time for task completion.
4.1.1 Homework should not purely consist of formal exercises to be carried out by children without support from their parents or carers. Shared activities, particularly in the case of younger children, are deemed to be most valuable in promoting children’s learning. 
4.2 Regular daily reading is encouraged, as is phonics, spelling and times table practice, where appropriate.
4.3 As children progress through primary school, alternative and more specific homework tasks will be set. These include tasks such as: carrying out research; reading in preparation for a lesson; making a model; preparing oral presentations and producing written tasks. 
4.4 Homework Overview:
· Reading: Children are encouraged to read/share a book daily or at least 3 times per week. 
· Spellings: Children are encouraged to regularly practise using the study strategies such as LSCWC (Look Say Cover Write Check) for learning spellings.
· Fundamental maths skills: children are encouraged to regularly practise number bonds and multiplication skills e.g. Timetable Rock Stars

· Other homework: children may be set homework in an area of their Topic some of which could be set through Purple Mash, our Virtual platform
5. The Role of Parents and Carers

Supporting children in completing their homework is a crucial role of parents and carers. Millbrook recommends that:

5.1 Parents/carers encourage the completion of homework. 

5.2 A quiet place is set aside for homework reading or tasks.
5.3 Children are given guidance and suggestions rather than answers to questions.
5.4 Parents/carers discuss progress and attainment with their children, encouraging them to explain what they have to do and how they have to do it.
5.5 Parents/carers support the school ethos by giving children praise and encouragement.
5.6 Children have all the equipment they need.

5.7 Children are encouraged to return homework to school on time.
We recognise that whilst homework is important there may be circumstances when it is difficult or impossible to complete.  Parents are asked to notify their child’s teacher through their HASP book if difficulties arise.

HOMEWORK WEBSITES:
https://www.purplemash.com/sch/millbrook-sn5
https://play.ttrockstars.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
 
www.nrich.maths.org/public/index.php
www.topmarks.co.uk
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/
6. Policy Review

The policy will be reviewed every 3 years. 
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