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	Practical knowledge (becoming an artist) and disciplinary knowledge (thinking like an artist) progression
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	EYFS
	Children explore and discover lines through sensory play, using their fingers to draw lines in sand, paint, or shaving foam, recognizing that lines can be made with different parts of their body and with different movements.
	Children explore and play with colours, learning to identify and name primary colours, and enjoying the sensory experience of mixing colours to see what new colours they can make.
	Children identify and create basic shapes, such as circles, squares, and triangles, using their bodies, drawing tools, or found objects
	Children experience and explore texture through touch, using their fingers to make marks in materials like clay, dough, and finger paint, noticing the differences between smooth, rough, soft, and hard surfaces.
	Children experiment by placing objects or marks anywhere on a page, exploring space without planning.

	Year 1
	Children understand and explore a variety of types of line: straight, wiggly, curved, bendy, parallel, perpendicular, thick, thin, zigzag, broken, dotted, continuous…
	 Children learn about secondary colours and how they are created by mixing primary colours, beginning to understand the relationship between colours.
	Students learn to recognize and draw geometric shapes and begin to explore organic shapes found in nature.
	Students learn to observe and describe textures they find around them and begin to represent these textures with drawn lines and patterns.
	Students arrange simple shapes or images purposefully within a space, noticing how placement changes the look of their artwork.

	Year 2
	Children learn to use lines to represent objects they see, focusing on using different types of line to create simple shapes and figures.
	Pupils are introduced to the concept of warm and cool colours, exploring how colours can affect mood and feelings in art.
	Pupils start to understand how shapes can be used to represent objects in the world around them, creating simple compositions.
	Pupils experiment with creating different textures using drawing techniques such as rubbing, using crayons over textured surfaces to transfer patterns.
	Students explore balance by positioning shapes or colours so the picture feels even, comparing symmetrical and asymmetrical layouts.

	Year 3
	Pupils begin to understand how lines can suggest movement and feeling, experimenting with how different lines can make a picture feel calm or busy.
	Children start to learn about tints and shades, understanding how adding white or black to a colour can change its appearance and express different tones.
	Children explore the concept of form, learning how to transform shapes into three-dimensional forms through shading and perspective.
	Children are introduced to more complex drawing techniques like stippling (dotting) and cross-hatching (intersecting lines) to suggest texture in their artwork.
	Students create depth by placing objects in the foreground and background, using size and overlap to show which is nearer or farther away.

	Year 4
	Children explore the use of line in patterns and textures, and how lines can be combined to create more complex and detailed drawings.
	Students explore the idea of hue and value, recognising how the lightness and darkness of colours (value) and the pure colour itself (hue) contribute to the artwork’s impact.
	Students use shapes and forms to create more complex and detailed compositions, understanding how they can overlap and interact.
	Students use a combination of techniques, including stippling, cross-hatching, and scribbling, to create a range of textures and understand how texture can affect the mood of their drawings.
	Students explore size and proportion by drawing objects larger or smaller than life and comparing them to each other within a composition.

	Year 5
	 Children investigate how artists use line to guide the viewer’s eye around a work of art, understanding the concept of leading lines and emphasis.
	Pupils delve into colour harmony and contrast, learning how to use complementary and analogous colours to create balance or emphasis in their art.
	Pupils study the work of artists who use shape and form in different ways and begin to use these elements to express ideas and emotions in their own art.
	Pupils explore the use of texture in the work of various artists and learn to apply these techniques to enhance the realism and depth in their own compositions.
	Students create a focal point by using contrast, colour, or position to draw attention to the most important part of their artwork or subject.

	Year 6
	Pupils refine their use of line to express personal style and emotion in their artwork, considering how line contributes to the overall message or story of their art.
	Children refine their understanding of colour theory, applying their knowledge of tone, tint, shade, hue, and value to create sophisticated and expressive works of art that convey a narrative or theme.
	Children refine their use of shape and form, considering how these elements contribute to the balance and unity of their compositions, and how they can manipulate them to convey depth and space.
	Children refine their ability to depict texture, using it purposefully to add interest and detail to their work, understanding how texture can lead the viewer’s eye and convey a sense of touch.
	Students experiment with dynamic layouts by cropping, overlapping, and using diagonal or off-centre arrangements to create movement and mood that supports the meaning of their work.
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