Milverton Community Primary School 
Modern Foreign Languages (French) Progression of Substantive Knowledge and Disciplinary Skills
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At Milverton Community Primary School, pupils learn French throughout Key Stage 2. Through speaking, listening, reading and writing, children develop confidence in communicating in another language whilst gaining an appreciation of French language and culture. The curriculum is sequenced to build vocabulary, phonics, grammar and conversational skills progressively, enabling pupils to communicate with increasing accuracy and independence.

French Progression of Substantive Knowledge and Disciplinary Skills
	Year Group
	Unit
	Substantive Knowledge (What pupils know)
	Disciplinary Skills (How pupils work as linguists)
	National Curriculum Links

	Year 3
	Greetings, Numbers and Introductions
	Know basic greetings, classroom language, numbers and simple conversational phrases.
	Listen carefully, repeat accurately, answer simple questions and introduce themselves.
	Listen attentively; engage in conversations; broaden vocabulary

	Year 3
	Colours, Animals and Descriptions
	Know colours, animals and simple descriptive language. Understand basic noun and adjective patterns.
	Describe objects and animals using simple phrases.
	Speak in sentences; develop pronunciation

	Year 3
	Food and Preferences
	Know vocabulary for food and drinks and how to express likes and dislikes.
	Ask and answer simple questions and communicate preferences.
	Speak and write words and phrases

	Year 4
	Personal Information
	Know numbers to 30, the alphabet, age and personal information.
	Hold short conversations and answer questions confidently.
	Engage in conversations; understand language patterns

	Year 4
	Dates and Celebrations
	Know days, months, birthdays and dates.
	Read, write and communicate information about dates and celebrations.
	Read carefully and show understanding

	Year 4
	Family and Relationships
	Know vocabulary for family members and pets.
	Describe family members using simple sentences.
	Present ideas orally and in writing

	Year 5
	Classroom Language and Instructions
	Know classroom vocabulary and common instructions.
	Follow and give instructions accurately.
	Understand spoken and written language

	Year 5
	Opinions and Preferences
	Know how to express positive and negative opinions and preferences.
	Build longer spoken and written sentences using familiar grammar.
	Use basic grammar accurately

	Year 5
	French Culture and Daily Life
	Know aspects of French-speaking countries, traditions and daily life.
	Compare cultures and communicate information about French-speaking communities.
	Appreciate stories, songs and culture

	Year 6
	What Time Is It?
	Know how to tell the time using the 12- and 24-hour clock. Know school subjects, timetables and days of the week.
	Ask and answer questions about time, routines and school life. Use spoken and written language accurately.
	Speak in sentences; understand basic grammar; develop writing skills. [MFL_Overview_year_6 | Word]

	Year 6
	Body Parts, Sports and Hobbies
	Know vocabulary for body parts, sports, hobbies and opinions. Understand how to express likes and dislikes.
	Communicate preferences and opinions confidently in speech and writing.
	Engage in conversations; broaden vocabulary; develop accurate pronunciation. [MFL_Overview_year_6 | Word]

	Year 6
	Where We Live
	Know vocabulary for towns, villages, local amenities, directions, European countries and Francophone countries.
	Ask for and give directions, describe where they live and communicate geographical information.
	Present ideas in writing and speech; read and understand longer texts. [MFL_Overview_year_6 | Word]



Progression of French Knowledge
	Strand
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Vocabulary
	Greetings, colours, animals, food
	Family, dates, months, alphabet
	Opinions, classroom language, culture
	Time, hobbies, directions, places, countries

	Speaking
	Single words and short phrases
	Simple conversations
	Longer responses and opinions
	Sustained conversations and explanations

	Listening
	Identify familiar words and phrases
	Follow short spoken texts
	Understand longer spoken language
	Understand more complex spoken language

	Reading
	Read familiar words and phrases
	Read short sentences
	Read paragraphs and texts
	Read and understand authentic-style texts

	Writing
	Copy words and phrases accurately
	Write short sentences
	Write simple paragraphs
	Write longer structured responses

	Grammar
	Articles and gender awareness
	Sentence-building and word order
	Negatives and opinions
	Time phrases, connectives and extended sentences



Progression of Disciplinary Skills
	Lower KS2 (Years 3–4)
	Upper KS2 (Years 5–6)

	Listen and respond to spoken language.
	Understand longer spoken and written language.

	Repeat and imitate pronunciation accurately.
	Develop increasingly accurate pronunciation and intonation.

	Ask and answer simple questions.
	Participate confidently in conversations and discussions.

	Read familiar words and simple sentences.
	Read and understand increasingly complex texts.

	Write words and simple sentences.
	Write extended sentences and short paragraphs independently.

	Notice patterns in language.
	Apply grammatical knowledge to create original language.



National Curriculum Coverage
	National Curriculum Requirement
	Coverage Across KS2

	Listen attentively and respond to spoken language
	All units

	Explore patterns and sounds of language
	All years

	Engage in conversations and ask questions
	Years 3–6

	Speak in sentences using familiar vocabulary
	Years 3–6

	Read carefully and show understanding
	Years 3–6

	Broaden vocabulary and develop pronunciation
	Years 3–6

	Write phrases and sentences from memory
	Years 4–6

	Understand basic grammar and sentence structures
	Years 4–6

	Appreciate stories, songs and rhymes
	Years 3–6

	Understand and appreciate French culture
	Years 5–6



End Point: By the End of Year 6
Pupils will:
· Understand and respond to spoken French confidently.
· Hold simple conversations and ask and answer questions.
· Read and understand a range of familiar texts.
· Write sentences and short paragraphs with increasing accuracy.
· Apply basic grammatical structures independently.
· Demonstrate knowledge of French-speaking countries and cultures.
· Develop confidence, curiosity and enjoyment in learning languages.
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