
GCSE Citizenship 
 
GCSE Citizenship is taught in years 9-11, students have the opportunity to develop the 
skills required for the course in year 8 and via some tutorial content (human rights, the law, 
charities, campaigning skills...) 
 
Citizenship is about how people take an active part in democratic politics and work 
together for a better society, locally, nationally and globally.  Students learn about power, 
democracy, the operation of government and the legal system, and the role of the UK in the 
wider world. students explore and learn about different controversial and topical issues 
with political, social, ethical, economic and environmental dimensions in local to global 
contexts. They are also given the experience of taking citizenship action and learn from 
trying to make a difference yourself.  
 
In year 8 Careers and PDE lessons students look at rights and responsibilities as local, 
national and international citizens.  They are also given the opportunity develop their 
campaigning skills, which is then internally assessed to support further development and 
prepare them for the GCSE option. 
 
In year 9 students cover the following topics; 
Theme A: Living together in the UK 
Theme C: Law and justice  
Theme E: Taking citizenship action  
 
Prior learning and Progression 
Students have the opportunity to develop the skills required in year 9 from previous 
learning in year 8 and via some tutorial content (human rights, the law, central government, 
charities, campaigning skills...) 
 
In year 10 students cover the following topics; 
Theme B: Democracy at work in the UK 
Theme E: Taking citizenship action 
 
Prior learning and Progression 
Students have the opportunity to develop the skills required in year 10 from previous 
learning in year 9 and via some tutorial content (human rights, the law, central government, 
charities, campaigning skills...) 
 
In year 11 students cover the following topics; 
Theme D: Power and influence 
Theme E: Taking citizenship action 
 
 
Prior learning and Progression 



Students have the opportunity to develop the skills required in year 11 from previous 
learning in years 9 and 10 and via some tutorial content (human rights, the law, central 
government, charities, campaigning skills...) 
 
Theme is E is covered in all years because it helps students develop the skills that they 
need to be active citizens.  Theme D isn’t covered until year 11 because it brings the course 
together and allows the students to link previous learning. 
 
There are several opportunities for assessment both summative and formative.  
Summative assessments take place at the end of a Theme as well as regular exam 
question practice. 
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