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Firstly, may I offer you my apologies for the short notice  regarding parents’ evening 

appointments.  As I was not able to invite you into school this term, I decided to give you an 

opportunity to speak to staff over the telephone as I am aware it has been some time since you 

had an opportunity to do so.  As you can appreciate, this required a great deal of organisation but 

I hope that you will bear with us as we trial this format.  Of course if there is anything you need to 

discuss in further detail, or the dates and times given are not suitable, another appointment can 

be made for you at a mutually convenient time. 

I am also trying to ensure that we continue to celebrate our children’s successes.  Whilst again we 

are unable to continue with our Star of the Week assemblies, I am conducting the awards via video 

and sharing with each class and their parents via DOJO.  I hope that many of you are able to  

champion your children at home as we do at school. 

Thank you for supporting your child with their after school booster sessions.  These are being well 

attended and hopefully providing much benefit to your children as part of their catch up learning. 

You may be aware that October is Black History month.  This national celebration aims to promote 

and celebrate Black contributions to British society and to foster an understanding of black history. 

Following the recent events in America, we are introducing this topic into our curriculum so that 

every one of our pupils can see themselves in it. We will be encouraging the children to remember 

icons such as: 

 Mary Seacole  a nurse during the Crimean War 

 Bessie Coleman  the first licensed black pilot 

 Malorie Blackman the first black children’s laureate 

 Dr John Sentamu  the first black archbishop 

As a school, we desire to see a world where all children love one another regardless of what they 

look like, to celebrate differences and connect with various cultural backgrounds and religious 

beliefs. Children are not born with discriminatory attitudes so the changes must start here and at 

home.  Early intervention is important to raise the awareness of privilege and racial bias in our 

communities.  We have a responsibility to drive towards racial equality for black people alongside 

doing better by all of our families, whatever our race.  We therefore aim to equip all children with 

the tools necessary to contribute successfully to a world where racism can be a thing of the past. 

“Until you are all you can be, I will never be all I can be.” - M.L.K.                    Jane King 



COVID ABSENCE REMINDER 

PLEASE DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILD INTO SCHOOL IF: 

 They have one of the 3 coronavirus symptoms : a fever, a persistent cough, loss of taste 

or smell.  Please keep your child at home and arrange for a COVID test.  The whole 

household should self isolate while waiting for the result.  If the result is  negative the 

child can come back to school if symptom free for 48 hours. 

 If a child receives a positive test they should self isolate for 10 days from start of symptoms. The whole 

household should  self isolate for 14 days.  Child can return to school after 10 days and without         

symptoms for 48 hours. 

 If a member of the family has symptoms or received a positive test, then the child should stay at home 

and self-isolate for 14 days.  They do not need to be tested unless they develop symptoms.  If the family 

member tests negative the child can return to school as long as they have no symptoms. 

 If a child has been identified by Test and Trace they shouldn’t attend school. They should self-isolate for 

14 days and then return to school if symptom free. The rest of the household does not need to self      

isolate unless they have also been identified as a close contact by Test and Trace. 

Typical symptoms of a cold, such as a runny nose or sore throat, are not considered symptoms of coronavirus, 

and as such children CAN COME TO SCHOOL if they feel well enough to do so. If your child develops any          

coronavirus symptoms at school, such as a temperature, we will call you to collect them IMMEDIATELY and seek 

advice from NHS 111.  If a child has to self isolate, we will send some work home for them to do.   

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT EVERY CHILD’S ABSENCE IS NOTIFIED whatever the reason.  Please ring the school office, 

or email office@moathall.staffs.sch.uk, on your child’s first day of absence so that we can correctly code their 

absence and ensure the other children are not at risk.  We ask for your vigilance and assistance in this matter so 

that we can keep everyone as safe as possible.   PLEASE DO NOT FORGET TO REPORT YOUR CHILD ABSENCE ON 

THEIR FIRST DAY OF NON ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL.  Thank you. 

SHOP AND DROP SESSIONS 

As Christmas approaches, our pre-school are offering parents ‘Shop and 

Drop’ sessions..  These are not regular sessions and are subject to            

availability in the afternoons only.  Sessions are open to all parents with    

pre-school children aged 2-4 who need childcare whilst  they shop, keep   

appointments or have a personal commitment.  If you would like to reserve a 

place for your child please call us and book in a child-free afternoon for   

yourself. 

Plea for plants 

As the children are spending more time confined to their own classroom space, 

they have requested to have some indoor plants to look after.  School has made a 

plea to a local garden centre for donations.  However, if any parents could also 

donate a small houseplant for their child’s classroom we would be very grateful.  

This will not only be aesthetic for the classrooms but will also give the children a 

sense of responsibility.  Thank you. 



 

HIGH SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 

All Year 6 parents should have received a letter to apply online for their child’s high school 

preference for September 2021.  This needs to be done by October 30th at the latest.  If you 

are experiencing any problems, please let us know and we will do our best to help. 

FLU IMMUNISATIONS 

If your child missed the flu vaccination in school, the team 

will be running community clinics where you can access 

the vaccine. 

Please call the immunisation team to arrange an             

appointment on 0300 124 0366. 

PARENTPAY AND SCHOOL MEALS 

We would like to say a big thank you to parents for      

clearing your ParentPay account arrears and for 

paying promptly on receipt of your monthly       

invoices for pre-school and extended services    

provision. 

May we point out that there will be no invoices 

sent out for school meals.  Meals should be paid 

for on Parentpay as they are taken or at least by 

the end of each week. If meals are not paid for on 

a regular basis they will be  subject to the debt 

collection procedure.  If this happens, no meals 

will be served until the debt is cleared.   

We are now a cashless school and so we urge all 

our  parents to ensure their accounts are            

activated so that services, school trips, uniform etc 

can be paid for and accessed. 

Rest in Peace Ellis 

Forever Remembered 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

23rd October 

Non Uniform Day—Halloween 

26th October  

Half Term 

2nd November 

Inset Day 

3rd November 

Children return to school 

5th November 

Bonfire Day Lunch 

6th November 

Sponsored Event 

11th November 

Remembrance Day 

13th November 

Children in Need 

PARKING 

We understand that as the weather 

gets  wetter and colder, that there is 

a temptation to  drive to school and 

park as close as possible to the 

school premises. 

May we ask that you DO NOT park near the school gates 

or on the pavements close to the John’s Lane entrance.   

This is because, owing to our one way system that is in 

place, all parents and children are leaving the premises  

by this  exit. 

Our aim is to keep everyone as safe as possible, not only 

from the pandemic but also from road traffic incidents. 

We ask for your co-operation, vigilance  and                   

consideration on the roads at the start and end of the 

school day, both towards each other and the local         

residents.    Thank you. 


