
Phonics Screening Check – 
Information for Parents 

What is the ‘phonics screening check’? 
Children in Year 1 throughout the country 

will sit the ‘Phonics Screening Check’ in June. 
Children in Year 2 will also sit the check if 

they did not achieve the pass rate in Year 1, 
or if they have not taken the test before. 

 

The test contains 40 words that children 
read aloud to a teacher on a one-to-one 
basis. There are 20 real words and 20 

pseudo words (nonsense words).  
 

The pass rate for each year is announced 
after results have been sent to the local 

authority. You will know your child’s results 
by the end of the summer term.  

How can I help my child? 
Lots of reading! The best way to allow children to apply their phonics 

knowledge is to read lots of books with them. Allow them to have a go 
at sounding out and blending the words for themselves. You can read 
the books that are sent home from school and any other books you 

may have at home!  

What is phonics? 
Phonics is the first strategy that children are taught for reading and writing words. Words 
are made up from small units of sound called phonemes. Phonics lessons explicitly teach 
children the link between these sounds (phonemes) and their written form (graphemes). 
When children recognise these sounds, they then have to blend them together to form 

words or segment them to write words. Phonics is split into ‘phases’ – your child should 
have covered Phases 1-5 by the end of Year 1.  

What are pseudo words? 
Pseudo words are nonsense words. They 

are words that are phonetically 
decodable but have no meaning. These 
words have a picture of an alien next to 

them in the check.  These words are 
included because they are new to all 

pupils – they do not favour pupils with a 
good vocabulary knowledge or a visual 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to ask a member of staff.  

memory of words, and they 
allow us to check whether 
children are applying their 

phonic knowledge 
accurately.  

Exposure to real and pseudo words – we have given you some examples to 
take away, but there are also many useful websites for phonics games and 

activities (e.g. phonicsplay.co.uk), along with various apps (Teach Your 
Monster To Read is a nice one to try).  
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