
Year 1 science curriculum 
Working Scientifically Plants  Animals, including humans Everyday materials Seasonal changes Electricity 

Ask simple questions and 
recognise that they can be 
answered in different ways. 

Identify and name a variety 
of common wild and garden 
plants, including deciduous 
and evergreen trees. 

Identify and name a variety 
of common animals 
including fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and 
mammals. 

Distinguish between an 
object and the material from 
which it is made. 

Observe changes across the 
four seasons. 

Identify and talk about 
products that use electricity. 

Observe closely, using 
simple equipment. 

Identify and describe the 
basic structure of a variety 
of common flowing plants, 
including trees. 

Identify and name a variety 
of common animals that are 
carnivores, herbivores and 
omnivores. 

Identify and name a variety 
of everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, 
glass, metal, water and rock. 

Observe and describe 
weather associated with the 
seasons and how day length 
varies. 

Recognise that electricity can 
be dangerous. 

Perform simple tests. Identify their locality as a 
habitat for living things. 

Describe and compare the 
structure of a variety of 
common animals (fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds 
and mammals, including 
pets). 

Describe the simple physical 
properties of a variety of 
everyday materials. 

Name a range of different 
types of weather from 
pictures or sounds. 

 

Identify and classify. Care for a growing seedling, 
observing and describing its 
growth. 

Identify, name, draw and 
label the basic parts of the 
human body and say which 
part of the body is 
associated with each sense.  

Compare and group 
together a variety of 
everyday materials on the 
basis of their simple physical 
properties. 

Describe some positive and 
negative effects of the 
weather for ourselves and 
our environment. 

 

Use their observations and 
ideas to suggest answers to 
questions. 

Identify the seeds as the part 
of the plant that makes a 
whole new plant. 

Explain how to take care of 
an animals from the local 
habitat. 

 Observe and record the daily 
weather on a chart or in a 
table. 

 

Gather and recorded data to 
help in answering questions.  

Describe how plants change 
over time including seasonal 
change (leaves fall off, 
blossom, and buds opening). 

Describe in simple terms the 
life cycle of a familiar animal 
such as a frog, butterfly or 
human. 

   

Sort and group objects, 
materials and living things, 
with help, according to 
simple observational 
features.  

Name, compare and contrast 
familiar plants according to 
their observable features. 

    

 


