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Dear Parents/Carers,  

Your child will soon be bringing home a book banded reading book and a library book. They should 

also have a book bag and reading diary which we would like you to bring between home and school 

every day. The expectation is to read every day at home but if this isn’t possible, please try to read 

at least 4 times per week. This forms part of children’s homework. 

READING BOOKS 

Each night, please listen to your child read (for some readers this may be a few pages, some may 

finish their book). This can be as little as 5-10 minutes per night so please encourage your child to 

read to you regardless of their book band. You can support them by encouraging them to use the 

reading strategies they have been taught, discussing their book or for some bands by using the new 

book band bookmark given alongside their book.  

When you are done, make an entry in the Reading Record about how they did. This might be: How 

well did they read? Did they need any help or get stuck on any words? Did you discuss the book 

together? And initial or sign. Each morning, send the book bag, with the book and reading diary, 

back to school with your child.  An adult will check the diary and if appropriate, your child will then 

choose a new book to take home each time they finish a book.  

Sometimes an adult in school may need to write in the diary so please ensure book bags are in 

school on a daily basis. Please note, teachers will not always write a comment in the diary for you if 

your child is heard read. We will keep our own assessment notes and inform you of anything 

important in the diary.  

LIBRARY BOOKS 

Children will also be able to access the school library to choose a book to read and enjoy at home. 

These can be read together with your child and we hope will encourage them to enjoy a range of 

books. Library books will be changed weekly. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF READING 

Reading at home regularly is a key part of your child becoming a successful reader. Your support 

and participation is essential in helping your child become a confident reader. Practising their 

reading regularly will allow them to develop the reading skills they have learnt at school.  

Please remember to send in your child’s book bag every day! An adult in school will check reading 

diaries regularly.  

We will reward children who make the effort to read regularly and those who remember their book 

bag, book and diary. Thank you in advance for supporting your child in forming positive reading 

habits.  

Kind Regards 

Ms Ford 

English Lead 



Online reading – OXFORD OWL  

If you wish to supplement the reading your child does at home there is also a fantastic website with 

free age appropriate online reading books (similar to those provided in school and book banded to 

match your child’s level). We would be happy to see these entries in the reading diary too!  

Log on and sign up at: 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/user/sign_up.html  (FREE to sign up) 

.     

 

Some tips when reading with your child for early readers:   

Let him/her hold the book / turn the pages.    

Your child could read a few pages (or the whole book if s/he wants to – for smaller books!), or you 

could take turns reading a page each.  

after dinner, etc.)  

 page and/or sounds they may need to practise. 

–This is an important beginning reading strategy.  

 

Teach your monster to read  

https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/ 

 
Fantastic website that supports learning in reading and phonics set as a safe and fun adventure 

game. It covers letters and sounds (phonics) to reading full sentences. (FREE to sign up to on a 

computer) 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/user/sign_up.html
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/

