
Monkton Update – 10th July 2026
TERM 6 – Week 6

Monday 13th July

Tuesday 14th July

Year 6 Leavers ServiceWednesday 15th July

Thursday 16th July

Last day of Term – Finish at 1:15pmFriday 17th July

Dear Parents/Carers

Our school is unique. It's the size, the relationships, the learning, the sense of community, 
and the way we work together that make Monkton such a special place.

Every day, I find myself amazed by something. Whether it's a lightbulb moment in Year R, 
children in Class 2 confidently using complex technical vocabulary, the presentation and 
pride shown in Class 3, or the resilience of our Class 4 pupils as they overcome barriers, 
smash through obstacles, and achieve things they never thought possible, there is always 
something to celebrate.

Monkton is a truly special place to be, and we hope you love it as much as we do.

This week has been no exception. It has been another wonderful week, with the Year 5/6 
production taking centre stage. Their performances for the school during the day and for 
parents, families and friends in the evening were simply superb. The jokes were delivered 
brilliantly, the songs were performed beautifully, and the acting brought every character to 
life with real personality. What a fantastic achievement by everyone involved.

A huge well done must also go to Mrs Vesty and Mrs Horton, whose dedication ensured the 
production was such a tremendous success. I would especially like to thank Mrs Vesty. The 
last few weeks have been incredibly difficult for her following the loss of her father, yet her 
compassion, professionalism and love for the children meant she continued to work 
tirelessly to support them and create a production that brought so much joy to everyone 
who watched it. Thank you, Mrs Vesty – we think you're amazing.

The production isn't the only performance to look forward to this week, as we also have the 
iRock concert later this afternoon. We are incredibly fortunate to have Tom from iRock as 
our band leader. The children absolutely adore him and thrive on his enthusiasm and 
energy. We can't wait to see another fantastic show!

Thank you to all the parents who joined us for our Open Afternoon yesterday. It was 
wonderful to see so many of you taking the opportunity to chat with teachers and look 
through your children's work. We hope you enjoyed seeing all they have achieved and were 
as impressed as we are every day.

Just a couple of reminders before I finish. Next Friday is the last day of term, and school will 
finish at 1:15pm. Our Leavers' Service will also take place next week. The whole school will 
attend so that everyone has the chance to say an official goodbye to our wonderful Year 6 
children as they prepare for the next stage of their journey.

Finally, I hope you'll all be cheering on England on Saturday night. Can they keep Haaland 
quiet? Fingers crossed we'll all have plenty to smile about when we return on Monday 
morning—even if you're not usually a football fan!

Mr Marston



Attendance for  Week 1 Term 6

YR R – 90.67%
YR 1 – 94.55%
YR 2 – 95.83%
YR 3 – 96.67%
YR 4 – 96.25%
YR 5 – 90.67%
YR 6 – 96.67% 

Term 6
Wednesday 15th July Year 6 Leavers Service
Friday 17th July Last day of Term

Term 1
Tuesday 1st September Staff Development Day
Wednesday 2nd September First Day of Term



Star of 
the 

Week

YR R – Winnie for being so kind and helpful to her friends  
YR 1 – Rupert for super phonics knowledge
YR 2 – Aria for fantastic attitude to learning 
YR 3 – Cora for her determination and independence in her 
learning 
YR 4 – Nathan for engaging positively with our character 
description write 
YR 5 – Byron for being helpful in class and for performing with 
enthusiasm in the play.
YR 6 – Ava for showing huge courage in the play and with her 
transition to secondary school. We are so proud of you!

Readers of the Week

YR R – Florence
YR 1 – Arlo
YR 2 – Daniel
YR 3 – Blake
YR 4 – Teddy
YR 5 – Millie
YR 6 – Sophia L

% of readers 5xs a week
YR R – 53%
YR 1 – 30%
YR 2 – 30%
YR 3 – 47%
YR 4 – 31%
YR 5 – 20%
YR 6 – 27%

YR R – Mabel   
YR 1 - Ethan
YR 2 – Laycie-Mai
YR 3 – Lucas
YR 4 – William
YR 5 – Jacob G
YR 6 – Seren

Weekly School Awards

PRIDE Sharing 

Class 1- Nelly-Mae for her wonderful animal counting 
to 20
Class 2 – Miffy for fantastic ideas for her poem
Class 3 – Marcus for supporting others in ukulele
Class 4 – Edward for showing commitment and 
responsibility to his tech support role in the play. We 
couldn’t have done it without him!

Class 1 – Gold   
Class 2 – Gold
Class 3 – Gold
Class 4 – X

House Points – Compassion  277 Courage 365  Justice 265 

YR R – Louis, Sophia, Nelly 
YR 1 –
YR 2 –

YR 2 – Amelia  
YR 3 – Arlo
YR 4 – Maggie
YR 5 – Maya 
YR 6 – Poppy

Christian Ambassador Awards

Compassion –
Courage –
Justice –



Mr Mac’s Family Summer Bird Challenge!

Dear Parents and Carers,
As we approach the summer holidays, we'd like to invite every family to take part in our 
Family Summer Bird Challenge!
The idea for this challenge came after being inspired by Clarkson's Farm and the fantastic 
work of conservationist Hannah Bourne-Taylor (@hannhabirdlady), who has done so 
much to encourage people to notice and protect the birds around us. It reminded us just 
how much incredible wildlife we have right here on our doorstep in Kent.
Summer is the perfect opportunity to spend quality time together as a family, explore the 
outdoors and discover the amazing birds that live around us. Whether you're walking the 
dog, visiting the coast, exploring the countryside or even sitting in your own garden, you 
never know what you might hear!
To take part, simply download the FREE Merlin Bird ID by Cornell Lab app. Using the app, 
see if you can identify the song of one of Kent's rarer bird species.
So far, the bird to beat is my own effort - a Firecrest spotted in my back garden! Can 
anyone top that over the summer?
How to Enter
· Download the Merlin Bird ID app.
· Record and identify a rare local bird in the Kent area.
· Take a screenshot of your identification.
· Send it to the School Office or upload it via Parent Link on Facebook.
Remember, family members and friends are all welcome to help with your entry, making it 
a fantastic activity for everyone to enjoy together.
The Prize
The winning class will enjoy a fantastic Bird-Themed Day at Monkton Nature Reserve, 
where they'll discover more about local wildlife, habitats and bird conservation through 
exciting activities.
We'd absolutely love as many families as possible to get involved. It's not about being an 
expert—it's about getting outside, making memories together and appreciating the 
wonderful wildlife all around us.
Good luck—and happy bird spotting!
Mr McCarthy







Kent FC are happy to share an exciting opportunity for  female pupils to develop their 
football skills through the East Kent Football Club Girls Talent Pathway.

They offer dedicated "girls-only" training sessions designed to support players of all 
levels, focusing on both foundational skills and advanced tactical development. 
Our program includes the following features:

Foundation Phase (U8–U11): Training based on the FA 6 Core Components, covering 
scanning, timing, movement, positioning, deception, and techniques.

Talent Pathway (U10–U14): A structured curriculum emphasising match-day 
awareness and tactical development.

Comprehensive Coaching: Players receive specialised development including 
Individual Development Plans (IDPs), focused skill work, and tailored developmental 
curriculums.

Training Details: Sessions are held on Mondays from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm at 
the Northdown Sports Pavilion, CT9 3TP, utilising 3G facilities for winter training.

If parents have questions or would like more information, please feel free to reach 
out via phone at 07566220987 or by email at ekfcsecretary@gmail.com.
Best regards
Dave for East Kent FC


