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The Challenge was set and Mr Hegartyôs GCSE Photography students rose to the challenge. This years school Christmas 

cards stand out from the crowd and Mr Careless had the difficult job of choosing just four winning images to represent the 

schoolôs Christmas message. It was a very difficult decision as standards of all entries were incredibly high. Congratulations 

to all the students that entered an image into the competition and to our four winners, who have received a pack of their  

winning Christmas cards. 



Principal: Mr S. Careless  

Executive Principal: Mr S. Bullen      
Dear Parent/Carer  
 

I have enjoyed my first term as Executive Principal working at                 

Montgomery. The school is moving in the right direction under the                   
leadership of Mr Careless, supported by Mr Kilmurray and                          

Mrs Montgomery and, of course, all the staff.  
 

As Executive Principal my job is to support other colleagues and                   
oversee the running of the school. This first term I have been quite 

visible around school, particularly in the middle of the day. This has 
allowed me to gain the feel of the school. Next term I will be more 
strategic in my approach and the students will probably see less of 

me as my work will look at the overall direction of Montgomery, as we move              
forward together.  
 

I hope you all have a great Christmas and a successful New Year.  
 

Sean Bullen  

Executive Principal  
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Dear Parent/Carer,  

As I write we are starting the 13th week of my first term as Principal of 

Montgomery High School.  I have been delighted with the attitude of the 

majority of our students, the support of our fantastic staff and the        

impressive level of parental engagement; Over 250 parents at the year 

7 Information Evening was superb! 

The excitement is building and auditions have been underway for our 

school production; Hairspray.  Mr Dickson, as always, is looking              

confident that this will be a performance to savour, coming to us in the 

New Year. 

Montgomeryôs fine tradition of sporting success continues with many achievements already this year 

including our Under 16 Girlsô Futsal team who won the local Fleetwood Town FC tournament and go 

on to the next round of the National competition.  Our Under 16 Boysô Badminton team would not be 

outdone, being crowned Blackpool Schools champions and they again go through to the District             

level.  Well done to all our students who have represented the school in sporting teams or have 

looked to improve themselves by coming to practices. 

There have been many improvements to the way we work throughout this term.  We continue to embed the 

new uniform expectations and our students look really smart.  Mobile phones are much less of an issue, yet 

some students still need to take greater responsibility in this area.  We have refined our behaviour systems 

to reduce low-level disruption in classrooms, as learning cannot be disturbed.  The school has increased the 

level of rewards for students working well and attending school, with the introduction of ñFeel Good Fridayò. 

Year 11 students recently received their Finals 1 results following two weeks of exams.  It is now crystal 

clear as to what they have to do before the summer.  Many students who performed to their potential have 

earned themselves a well-earned rest over the Christmas break whereas others need to use some of the 

week after Christmas to do some revision for Finals 2 in February. 

Have yourself a merry Christmas and thank you again for your continued sup-

port, 

Mr Careless 



 

Follow us on twitter 

at  
MontyHighSchool -#Ambition  

Like the musical said ñOh what a night ñ. It was fantastic to see many of our former students 

ñall grown up ñand back at school to formally collect their GCSE and BTEC certificates. With 

some of them already driving! They and their family and friends returned for one final time to 

say thanks and goodbye and collect  ñ those bits of paper ñ that mean so much and took to 

attain. As many of them look forward to university and other exciting opportunities, there 

were many proud members of staff, not least Mr McArdle, their former Progress Manager, 

knowing that all that time and effort had been well worth it.  

There is a saying in teaching that ñYoung people only come this way onceò. Last yearôs Year 

11 did just that and many of them made it very worthwhile for all involved.  

 

 Thank you and good luck to you all.  
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During the week commencing the 7th November Mr Wilkinson, 

our intrepid History Subject Leader,  delivered a series of     

assemblies about our nationôs grateful  appreciation of the    

sacrifice our armed forces have made and still make today to 

keep our world a safe and peaceful place. This culminated, on 

Friday 11th November, in the whole school community falling 

silent for two minutes at 11am, to remember and respect those 

lost and wounded in conflict around the world, both in years gone by and in current times. As one 

would expect, the silence was completed immaculately and was followed, in the afternoon, by our 

annual Remembrance event. 

This event was attended by local primary schools, Montgomery students, cadets and members of the 

local community. It was a fitting tribute to our fallen heroes. With themes covering personal family                     

experiences of conflict and comparisons of two very different Olympic games ï Rio 2016 and Berlin 

1936. It culminated in a fantastic version of ñBring him homeò from Les Misarables and some stark               

reminders about the pain endured in 1916 at the Battle of the Somme and, one hundred years later, the 

similar pain and sorrow experienced in 2016, in armed conflicts around the world. 

Many thanks to Mr Wilkinson, Miss Jacques and Mr Morton, along with our fantastic singers Kassidy and 

Eve as well as our many wonderful students and cadets in ensuring that this was an event to be proud of. 

Montgomery will ñnever forgetñ. 

Thursday 

24th               

November  
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 is simmering at Montgomery!  

The Science department has had a busy, but fantastic autumn term. Our STEM and Science clubs continue 

to be as popular as ever and our department has recently had state of the art wall graphics installed within 

the science block. These graphics have been well received by everyone at the school, especially 

our students, and we 

hope they can further 

inspire and motivate 

our students to be as 

successful as possible in 

studying Science here 

at Montgomery. Here are 

some of the amazing 

achievements and events 

that have been completed this term.  

In October, Mr Mathers and Mr Thomson took ten Year 

11 and Year 10 students to watch the worldôs foremost 

communicator of all things scientific, Professor Brian 

Cox, live at the Preston Guild Hall. The show took them on a dazzling 

journey through space and time, freewheeling on the edges of the 

known cosmos. It tested the limits of their knowledge and simplified 

highly complex issues, much to the enjoyment and inspiration of 

those who took part.  

Year 10 trip to Lancaster University  

In November, Mr Jacks organised a brilliant trip for thirty Year 

10 students to visit Lancaster University. The students were 

overwhelmingly positive about the entire experience which increased their understanding of 

courses available, university costs, sports and society opportunities as well as accommodation. In 

terms of linking Science at Montgomery to the bigger picture of what is out there for students, 

this visit was a huge success!  

After a fantastic óPhysics of Go-Karting Posterô competition, we have 

selected two teams of Year 9 students to represent Montgomery at 

the British Schoolsô Go-Karting Championships 2017, scheduled to 

take place in February. This is another brilliant opportunity for our       

students to compete against other students in different schools, in an activity powered by science and 

engineering. Will they be fast enough? Find out in the next newsletteré 
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Mr Byrne and Mrs Bach were                 
invited by our Science Department to 
take 12 Year 8 students to participate 
in STEM Day at Blackpool & Fylde 
College. We were extremely well 
looked after by the college Liaison 
Officer, John Simpson (I doubt the 
fact that he is an ex-Montgomery  
student had anything to do with it!) 
and student behaviour was                        
exemplary. This is what two of our 
students wrote about it: 

Tegan gave the day 10/10 for how 
much she learned. This includedé óhow to stitch a heart back on, and how the digestive system works.ô Did 
she have a particular memory about the day? óYes! When my Air-powered rocket car wouldnôt go, then the 
rocket part blew off, and flew straight into the wall!ô 

Brodie marked the day 9/10 for enjoyment, and 10/10 for how much he felt heôd learned. Asked what did he 
had enjoyed most and why? He answered óThe surgery theatre because I had never done it before. Also I really 
enjoyed cutting up the body parts!ô  

STEM Club has continued to thrive in 2016 

with new Year 7 students taking the places 
vacated by Year 11ôs. This term we have 

learned how to use Red cabbage as an             
indicator, how to design, construct and then 
race Balloon -powered cars, a whole range of 

practical activities thanks to Ms Healey and 
her magic boxes, and we finished the year 

with a STEM Club Christmas Cookie óBake offô 
led by Miss McKenna! We are so grateful to 
the Leaders and Staff of our Science                     

Department for their unfailing encouragement 

and support,  

Thank you and Merry Xmas 2016!  

The North West Schools Science Competition is 
open to all Year 7 and 8 students in North West            
England, including Cheshire, Cumbria, Greater               
Manchester, Lancashire and Merseyside. Contestants 
have to answer óWhy I want to be a Scientistô in no 
more than 500 words. 

From the hundreds of entries throughout the various 
counties, Hannah (7B4) was shortlisted in the Year 7 
category, along with five other students from Stockport 
School, Manchester Academy and three from Cheadle 
Hulme.  

At a special presentation evening in the 
newly opened UTC in Warrington, the 
candidates made a timed two minute 
presentation, and then answered           
questions from a panel of eight judges 
in front of the audience.  

Congratulations to Hannah who was 
judged runner-up in her category.    
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5ǊŀƳŀΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƘŀƛǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΚ 
²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ άǿŜ 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ LŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ IŀƛǊǎǇǊŀȅ                 
ŀǳŘƛǝƻƴǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōȅΦ aǊ 5ƛŎƪǎƻƴ               
ŎƻƴŬǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ άǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘ ŜǾŜǊέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ  
ŀǳŘƛǝƻƴΦ                                                                                                  
ά !ƭƳƻǎǘ млл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƛƴ ŀŎǝƴƎΣ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
ǎƘƻǿΣ IŀƛǊǎǇǊŀȅΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŏŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǎƭŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ Ǌǳƴ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΣ ǎƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ 
ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ  
ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŜȄǘǊŀǾŀƎŀƴȊŀΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ŀ 
ϥaƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅϥǎ Dƻǘ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘϥ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜΣ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ŀƭƭ 
ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŎǘǎΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ǇŀƴŜƭΦ  

2017 School Production Congratulations to Antonia, of Year 8, who  

recently won an awesome prize for her entry 

into a Year 8 geography homework                   

challenge run by Miss Skiffington. All students 

in 8B3 were invited to submit an urban                   

redevelopment plan for an area of the Chinese 

city of Shanghai which suffers from many                

urban problems such as; overcrowding,                

congestion, inadequate sanitation and air               

pollution. Antoniaôs paper plans                            

and urban model addressed 

the problem of the extremely 

poor housing conditions in 

the city for the vast majority 

of its working citizens.              

Fabulous idea and           

effort and a well-deserved                 

recipient of the prize. 

 

Homework  

What would you do to increase the international fan base and the 

income streams of Blackpool FC especially from the USA?  
 

This was the challenge thrown down to some of our Year 10 Business  students.  Working 

with and organised by Blackpool Football Club Community Trust, 14 students took part in 

the local heats of a national competition run by the Premier League, with the prize being the 

opportunity to work with the Blackpool Club to develop their ideas and present them in the 

regional finals at a Premier League club in Manchester.  

Despite difficulties in actually getting to the event when the minibus ran out of diesel in the 

school car park and the garage door to the other minibus jammed, we eventually arrived 

and immersed ourselves in the task. Two hours to get the presentation together.                      

Competitions, live streaming of matches, womenôs football, soccer camps ï the creative  

juices were flowing ï students working through lunch ï final deadline approaches. Great 

presentations were made by all the teams involved; they all worked well together with the 

spirit of competition coming through from all. The judges had a hard job deciding on the 

winning presentationsô as there were a number of great ideas from the teams taking part. 

Drum roll please?  A team from Montgomery won the heat!!  The team comprised of Mia,  

Lucy, Lois, Connor and Callum.  Congratulations to all taking part.  Manchester here we 

come!!  

Geography Challenge 
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