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Anti-bully

mark given

to school
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A Bispham school have won
thefirst bronzecharter mark
foranti-bullying, after team-
ing up on a campaign with
HeadStart Blackpool.

Montgomery Academy
was approached by National
Lottery-funded HeadStart to
pilot #BlackpoolBeatingBul-
lying, which was created by
youngsters whovoted onthe
topissues they felt needed to
be tackled.

The All Hallows Road
school was chosen because
someofthechildren who rec-
ognised bullying as an issue
go there, and because it was
“approachable and open”.

Headteacher Liz Cum-
ming said: “Through the de-
velopment of the charter
mark, our anti-bullying am-
bassadors have worked as a
team to collectively come up
withalist ofaction points for
the school to move forward
and develop.

“This had been through
the production ofa pupiland
parent guide to anti-bullying,
improving the information
on our website, and present-
Ingnumerous assem-
blies throughout
the year.”

The char-
ter mark had
helped to §
positively
change the
culture of the
school, and
it continues to
draft further ide-
as, Mrs Cumming
said.

The charter mark is the
first to be co-produced be-
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tween HeadStart Blackpool
and youngsters in the town,
with the ultimate aim of mak-
ing sure all resort schoolsare
equipped with the tools and
knowledge to stop bullying.
The charter mark has
three tiers — bronze,
silver and gold -
and incorpo-
rates factors
likehaving
4 the anti-bul-
lying policy
on show in
both an ac-
cessible and
easy to read
place.
HeadStart said:
“The campaign has ena-
bled young peopleand adults
to come together and estab-
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Pupils at Montgomery Academy taking part (Pictures: David Hurst)

lish a practical, achievable
and purposeful solution to
how we address bullying in
our high schools in Black-
pool. The impact on the
individuals involved in de-
velopments has been fasci-
nating, to see them grow in
confidence and agency, with
real determination to bring
about change.

“Liz Cumming and Mont-
gomery Academy have been
fantastic partnersin rolling
out thechartermark. There’s
a real sense of unity in tack-
ling thisissue and the charter
mark hasproventheideal ve-
hicletodoso.”

Duetothecampaign’ssuc-
cess,other Blackpool schools
have now approached Head-
Start to take part.




