
SMSC in history involves the mystery of how and why events in the past happened and their many
causes, and helping students to a realisation that events did not have to happen that way, they could
have taken other directions.  This is an integral part of almost all history lessons focusing on cause
and consequence.  It also involves realising the incredible significance that some individuals have had
in the past, the distortions that can take place through time and the multitude of different
interpretations that can be made about one single event. History allows students to see the
similarities between people now and in the past and sometimes through sources and artefacts we
feel that we can almost reach and touch them.

Moral education in History involves students being encouraged to comment on moral questions and
dilemmas. History is a story of right and wrong and students develop the ability to empathise with
the decisions which ordinary people made at the time, based on their historical situation. There is a
strong focus throughout the key stages about social, political and economic history and whilst they
are different they are linked by the common thread of the lives of people.

Social education in History encourages students to think about what past societies have contributed
to our culture today. Students own social development is encouraged through working together and
problem solving. History also has a role to play in helping people to express themselves clearly and
communicate better.

Cultural education involves students developing a better understanding of our multicultural society
through studying links between local, British, European and world history. 

Examples of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education in history include:

● Causes of WWI.  Specifically the investigation of Franz Ferdinand and how world events
turned up his actions.  Students explore the idea of whether things could have changed
without his influence.

● Students explore the role of the individual in shaping world events.  Examples of this are
littered across the curriculum but include Adolf Hitler, William the Conqueror, Elizabeth I and
a number of significant figures in medicine.

● Students explore the ideas of toleration consistently throughout their history lessons and
their ability to empathise with these scenarios.  Specific examples include the rise of Hitler as
a dictator.

● Students being given the opportunity to explore the beliefs and values from past societies
and from a range of different countries. They are then able to use this information to
compare and contrast with their own values and beliefs and also those of modern Britain.

● Students exploring the nature of slavery and the slave trade in the 18th and 19th centuries.
They compare the values with their own beliefs about rights and slavery.

● Students exploring WW2 started and what events led to the decision to commit to a second
world war knowing that countless lives would be lost.

● Students exploring the treatment and persecution of minorities in Hitler’s Germany.

● In history students are taught British values through exploring the significance of key
individuals, especially as a thematic study of Elizabethan England.  They look at how a female
was brought to the throne despite the strong criticism towards Elizabeth and how she began
to carve a permanent place for England in history.  


