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Dear Parent/Carer,  

As we come to the end of the 

Spring Term and the sunshine 

seems to have returned, the               

excitement is building towards our 

school production Hairspray               

performed over three nights in the 

last week of term.  If you were 

lucky enough, as I was, to see the                   

fundraiser Hairspray ï Unplugged, 

then you will know the depth of 

talent that Mr Dickson has at his 

disposal.  The singing, dancing 

and acting was exceptional and I 

canôt wait to see it all come                   

together.   

You will be aware that the current 

Year 11 face  harder exams, in 

both English and Maths this year, 

yet Year 10 will be the first to sit 

new exams across the board in 

2018.  To help prepare students 

for the rigour and resilience               

required to cope with these new 

assessments, this term has seen 

all year groups sit exams in the 

Sports Hall.  The studentsô focus 

and conduct has been great to 

see. 

Year 11 are on the final run-up to 

their exams having just completed 

their second set of ñFinalsò                        

examinations.  All students had a 

conversation with a member of 

staff to assess their progress since 

ñFinals 1ò and determine what they 

needed to do to improve further.  

Revision is vital in the final weeks 

and social lives will need to be put 

on hold, to some extent, until the 

end of June and potentially their              

10-week holiday, before starting 

the next stage of their education.  

Students with excellent attitudes to 

learning have been rewarded with 

Subway and   Dominoes lunches.  

I have never seen food                     

disappear so quickly. 

You may remember me                      

highlighting our Year 11 Girlsô              

Futsal team in the last newsletter.  

They represented Fleetwood Town 

FC magnificently in Manchester 

reaching the semi-finals where 

they lost to the eventual winners 

Blackburn Rovers FC.  Our Year 8 

Boysô Football team got through to 

the last 8 of the Lancashire Cup, 

before coming up against a team 

with several Manchester City 

Academy players. The sporting 

success continues across the 

school with many of our teams  

becoming Blackpool champions in 

Basketball, Table Tennis, Cross  

Country and Indoor Athletics. 

There has been a buzz of                     

excitement in recent weeks as 

Year 6 students, who have chosen              

Montgomery, have been in to 

do some taster sessions and 

explore their new secondary 

school.  We look forward to 

seeing them 

again next term. 

The academy is 

about to                 

complete a              

contract for new catering             

arrangements starting in August 

2017.  This will bring                         

upgraded facilities, more serving 

points to reduce queuing and     

better value for money.  

Comic Relief Day saw                        

Montgomery fully involved in                  

raising money for good causes.  

Red noses were worn, cupcakes 

were devoured, plus around 40 

staff and students ran a mile 

around the school field at the end 

of the day.  Mr McArdle dressed 

as a Leprechaun for the day,           

raising over Ã120.  An extremely 

popular event was the chance to 

throw wet sponges at members of 

staff in the stocks with many a 

homework grudge being settled. 

I would like to finish with yet                

another positive. Attendance since 

the February half-term has been 

excellent across Montgomery, with 

some startling figures of over 99% 

attendance in some year groups.  

This is indicative of the hard work 

of Progress Tutors and the                     

attendance team in setting high 

expectations and the student body 

meeting them.  However, superb 

attendance figures are mainly 

achieved through strong                       

partnership between school and            

parents.  I thank you once again 

for your unwavering support in   

establishing and maintaining our                  

Montgomery standards. 

Have great Easter. 

 

 

 

 

Principal: Mr S. Careless  



Dear Parent, 

I have thoroughly enjoyed this term. Amongst other things, I have           

carried out three audits; the first looked at the challenge provided for our 

more able students in Year 10, another looked at how we use the pupil 

funding and the third focused on the start of the school day. At some 

point I will be looking at Year 8, particularly at this important time of when 

they make their option choices.  

We are moving in the right direction and I will continue to support the 

work of Mr Careless and the staff team as we continue to improve the 

school. 

Have a good Easter. 

 

Follow us on twitter at  
MontyHighSchool -#Ambition  
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In January, pupils from Year 8 attended Blackpool 
Pleasure Beach for a fantastic, interactive Options 
Event that was organised by the local Guidance Community Group. Students had the 
opportunity to find out more about the following career sectors: Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths; English, Languages and Communications; Humanities and  
Social Sciences; Business, Retail and ICT; Expressive and Creative Arts; Health and             
Social Care; Leisure and Tourism; Armed Forces. 
Students engaged in interactive sessions and had the chance to speak to experienced 
professionals, teachers and trainers: learning about colleges, universities, training and 
job opportunities that are currently available in the local area.   

Our Future, Our Choice 

NCS is a government -backed summer programme that builds confidence, new 

friendships, CVs and UCAS forms, all at the same time. NCS Northwest have            

visited Year 11 this term in order to promote and offer them the National               

Citizen Service and their summer 2017 programme. There are two waves of 

events that are available to Year 11ôs this summer; 13th  July ï 4 th  August and 1 st  

August ï 23 rd  August. The three phases, which are run over approximately three weeks with a 

break in  between, are; Phase 1 -  Adventure, Phase 2 -  Skills and Phase 3 -  Social Action.  

The National Citizen Service are going to showcase their programme to Year 10 students at              

Parentsô Evening and will be in school, running sessions with Year 11, before the summer. 

If you would like some more information or would like to apply then you can visit: 

www.ncsnorthwest.co.uk .  

Please contact Mr Hegarty if you would like to attend but would struggle to pay the fee.                

Email: R.hegarty@montgomeryschool.co.uk  

http://www.ncsnorthwest.co.uk


4 

Spring into Science!  

The Science department at Montgomery continues to go from 

strength to strength in 2017. We are determined to enrich the              

learning experience of our students by offering as many  extracurricular activities, visits and 

events as possible alongside our innovative and thought provoking curriculum. The aim is to 

enthuse and inspire our students to share our passion for science and we believe                   

wholeheartedly that this will help them to be as successful as possible. As well as our                  

thriving STEM and Science Clubs and our custom designed, themed wall graphics, we have 

strengthened our collaborations with both the Institute of Physics and the Ogden Trust and 

have also fully embraced British Science Week. Here are the highlights of a fantastic spring 

term for our students.  

In February, Mrs Bach twice accompanied a team of Year 10 Science students 

to Blackpool and the Fylde College to compete in the Young Engineers STEM 

Skills Challenge 2017. Having successfully qualified through to the final from the 

heats, and with the chance to win Ã10,000 for the school, the team engaged in a 

challenging project to assemble a free flying plane from basic materials. The 

team worked tirelessly together under high pressure and showcased their flying 

prototypes to an audience including the local Mayor. Although we did not win, 

our students deserve huge credit for their efforts and most importantly, they     

loved every second of the experience! 

After a fantastic óPhysics of Go-Karting Posterô competition in 

December, we took two teams of Year 9 students to represent 

Montgomery at the British Schools Go -Karting Championships 

2017. In January, there was a practise session and then in  

February we returned to the TeamSport Arena in Manchester to 

compete in the semi - finals. Both our teams competed brilliantly 

against more experienced and older students, and our fastest 

team have qualified for the regional 

finals at the Three Sisters outdoor 

circuit,  Wigan in April.                         

This remarkable achievement 

gives our students an opportunity 

to go to the national finals later on 

this year. They couldnôt possibly 

do it again, could they?  
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On Saturday 18th February, our department Transition Champion, Miss Chad-

wick led a superb Year 7 trip to Blackpool Zoo. The weather held out and our                  

students were a real credit to the school and Science curriculum area                 

throughout. With close up animal encounters around every corner, our bright, 

energetic students were challenged to take inspirational photographs that             

captured their favourite exhibits.                      

The competition was fierce, with some 

truly fantastic pictures taken, but our    

winners in the end were Jessica and Mia, 

who captured magical moments with the mountain gorillas and              

alpacas. 

The theme for this yearôs British Science 

Week was ñchangeò, encouraging young 

people to think about and investigate the 

changes happening in the world all around 

us; from seasons and climate, to materials, 

chemical reactions and energy. It was also a chance for young people to consider the         

changes they can make that will have a positive impact on the future. In embracing the                

initiative of change, we successfully ran a Year 7 and 8 poster competition and a Year 9 and 

10 photograph competition. We also had a prominent display up in the main school reception 

promoting British Science Week where students, parents and visitors had the opportunity to 

name our skeleton. A tutor time activity named óUnder the Microscopeô proved very popular 

with students, as did our dry ice class demonstrations throughout the week. There was a real 

buzz around school about Science all week, and this embodies the passion for Science we 

want to inspire within our whole school community.  

During this term we have continued our thriving collaborations with both 

the Institute of Physics and the Ogden Trust. These partnerships aim to 

enhance the teaching of Physics in the classroom and further inspire the 

uptake of Physics at higher education. Engaging sessions on energy and 

light have been fascinating for all involved, as was a lecture in Bolton,            

delivered by Professor Jeff Forshaw. This was attended by Dr Paden and 

one of our Year 8 pupils, Al. Both thoroughly enjoyed how it helped explain 

some of the most fundamental questions about our Earth, Sun, and Solar 

System. 

with the Institute of Physics and 
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With GCSE examinations looming, Year 11 students took part in an interactive Science revision session. 

Students completed four Chemistry experiments including the production of Hydrogen gas and the use of 

Copper to aid electrical flow within a circuit. Upon completing the experiments, students used the                   

information to answer exam questions likely to be posed in their GCSE exams. The students will be              

taking part in similar sessions to help their revision in Maths and English in the coming weeks.  

Science Revision 

Organised by B&FC, two pupils from every              

Blackpool school set out to convince a panel of 

judges why their school should be chosen as STEM 

Club of the year! 

St Bedeôs, Hodgson, Baines and Millfield were our 

main competition. 

Our display included an example of our work;                     

Balloon-powered cars/soap/candles, and two of Ms 

Healeyôs famous óMystery boxesô, as well as              

samples of studentôs written work. Catherine-Ann 

was able to use these as she spoke to the judges.  

Meanwhile, Alex presented a power point slideshow 

(By Connor) called óA year in the life of our STEM 

Clubô detailing all our activities 2016-17. 

Alex and Catherine-Ann spoke independently and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

presented not once, but to three separate pairs of 

judges!                                                                            

Alex commented; óIôd give the experience 10/10.  It 

was a very good morning. I learned another way for 

Science to be fun, and so many schools have STEM 

Clubs ï not just us!  I would go again, if you needed 

me.ô                                                                               

Catherine-Ann also gave the experience 10/10,  

adding;  óIt was my Birthday. I was proud of myself 

because I remembered all the things I needed to 

say. I was scared I was going to mess it up, but  

hurrah!  I got it right this time. I talked Science, like 

how to make soap and a Balloon-powered car!ô                                                                                    

Mr Byrne and Mrs Bach commented that it was an 

absolute joy to experience our students developing 

their confidence, and demonstrating their Scientific 

knowledge. We came runners-up and won Ã500 for 

the Science Department. 
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A Thespian in our midst.. Or what some teachers get up to in their 
spare time. 
Miss Morgan, our famed teacher of English appeared from the 
22nd to the 25th March in a production of Charles Dickensô 'Great 
Expectations', at the Lowther Pavilion Theatre in Lytham. For             
anyone who is interested in Dickens or has children who will soon 
be tackling his work at GCSE this was a rare opportunity to see 
one of his novels in performance. The Fylde Coast Players used 
the latest  technology to bring the play to life ï moving seamlessly 
from the atmospheric Kent marshes to the high life of London; 
from Miss Havishamôs cobwebbed mansion to Jaggerôs musty 
London office. 

This large cast costume play, featuring many NODA award winners, was suitable for all ages, Dickens fans and 
those who just like a good story well told. This was a  perfect opportunity to introduce Dickens to the family. In 
addition you could witness Miss Morganôs attempt to manoeuvre from the harsh, and domineering character of 
cockney Mrs Joe to the placid and empathetic Devonshire Biddy. Nate, a student from Hodgson Academy, also 
made his acting debut with the company in the role of Young Pip- it was all definitely worth the watch. 
 

Look out for more ñAM-DRAMò productions that meet the needs of the GCSE specification. 

Department 

Competition  

The 2nd of March marked the 20th celebration of 

World Book Day, and the English Curriculum 

Area launched an eclectic celebration of all things literature. Each member of 

the department decked their doors in the fashion of their chosen book,  ranging 

from Robert Louis Stevensonôs �7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H���,�V�O�D�Q�G to Stephen Chboskyôs ó�3�H�U�N�V���R�I��
�%�H�L�Q�J���D���:�D�O�O�I�O�R�Z�H�U�¶����To further add to the whimsical atmosphere, several                

residents of E block donned a range of ridiculous costumes, designed to                

engage students in discussion about figures from all  genres of literature.                                                  

Both Miss Slade, as Titania and Miss Wood, as Tinkerbell were found flitting around 

the corridors, whilst Mr Leyden lay in wait, skulking at the end of the corridor, as the 

terrifying Long John Silver. A little touch of magic could be found at the bottom of the 

stairs, where Miss Farnworth was spotted in her Hogwartôs uniform, Mr Meakin 

donned the garb of Captain Ishmael and Miss Morgan was spotted scampering     

               around in full Victorian costume. 

During the day, students from Year 8 were invited to take part in the curriculum areaôs Bookmark Competition, and 

all students in Years 7 through to 9 engaged in activities designed to promote and enthuse a love of reading.                

A successful and enjoyable celebration for both staff and students! 

2017 seems to be the year for outstanding work on poetry within 

the English Curriculum Area, especially from Year 7 who raised the 

bar when it came to the standard of entry for the Haiku                        

competition. Five entries were shortlisted from each class, and then 

a class winner from each group was chosen by the teachers.                     

Well done to everyone for their excellent contributions, and special 

thanks to prize winners: Ilyria, Maija, Lydia, Holly, Brooke, Hannah, Sophie, Kyle and Peter.                                

Also, congratulations to Ilyria, voted our 2017 overall Haiku Competition winner!  

       Agile feet scamper  
       Burnt sienna fur glistens  

       Deep, tranquil eyes stare  


