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Montreal C of E Primary School

English Curriculum Statement

A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others, and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised.

Aims

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written language, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:

· Read easily, fluently and with good understanding.
· Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information.
· Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.
· Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage.
· Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.
· Use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas.
· Are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.

Spoken Language
Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar and their understanding for reading and writing. Our teaching will ensure that out pupils continually develop their confidence and competence in spoken language and listening skills.  We will encourage them to develop their ability to explain their understanding of what they have read and to prepare their ideas before writing. We will ensure that all pupils gain experience of participating in and the knowledge, skills and understanding of the artistic practice of drama.
Reading
The National Curriculum for reading in primary schools states that children should develop their skills in both:

· Word reading 

· Comprehension (both listening and reading).

We aim to develop skillful word readers by focusing on two important skills. At Montreal C of E Primary School, we aim to help the children quickly work out the pronunciation of unfamiliar words (decoding) and to help them recognise quickly words which are familiar to them. To help them achieve this skill we will teach them that the letters they see on a page are represented by sounds in spoken words. To help us achieve this we quickly introduce the children to phonics when they start school. We use the Read, Write, Inc programme to develop the children’s understanding of Phonics in Reception, Year One and Year Two.
By the end of their primary education, we will aim to ensure that all pupils will have developed their comprehension skills so that they can engage with a wide range of texts. We will develop the skills of pupils’ through  engaging them in high-quality discussions about a range of stories,  poems and non-fiction texts. We will ensure that the children have access to high quality fiction and non-fiction texts to promote their love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. This will also help them to extend the vocabulary as they encounter new words. 

We understand the importance of enabling all pupils to read fluently by the time that they leave primary school.

Writing
The National Curriculum for reading in primary schools states that children should develop their skills in both:

· Transcription (spelling and handwriting)

· Composition (gathering and structuring ideas in speech and writing).

To enable our pupils to write down their ideas fluently, we recognise the importance of developing their ability to spell quickly and accurately. From Year Two onwards, our pupils will begin to follow the Read, Write, Inc Spelling programme to help them develop these skills.  Through the use of this programme we hope that our pupils will develop an understanding of the relationship between phonics, word structure and the spelling structure of given words.
At Montreal C of E Primary School, we understand that to achieve effective composition our pupils need to be able to articulate and communicate their ideas before organising them effectively for their reader. When teaching, we will ensure that we develop an awareness of the audience for their writing and a purpose or context for creating different types of writing. We will aim to develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of vocabulary and grammar through discrete lessons. Our teachers will ensure that pupils have regular opportunities to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. 

At Montreal C of E Primary School, we recognise that writing also depends on developing a fluent, legible and, eventually, speedily handwriting. Each year group will take part in two handwriting lessons each week and pen licenses will be awarded when our pupils have develop a fluent and legible handwriting style.
Reception
Our pupils in Reception will follow the curriculum as set out in Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum. They will aim to develop their communication and language skills by experiencing a rich language environment and by being encouraged to speak and listen in a range of situations. 
In Literacy. The children will be introduced to the idea that sounds can be represented by different letters and they will be encourage to use the sounds that they learn to begin reading and writing. Throughout the year, the children will be given the opportunity to listen to and begin reading a range of reading books to ignite their love of reading.  

Key Stage One – Years One 
During year 1, we will build on work from Reception, making sure that pupils can sound and blend unfamiliar printed words quickly and accurately using the phonic knowledge and skills that they have already learnt. We will consolidate our previous knowledge of phonics sounds and continue to introduce new phonics sounds to the children. The children will continue to practise the skill of blending sounds for reading. We will ensure that the children begin to develop their love of reading and extend their vocabulary by listening to, sharing and discussing a wide range of high-quality books.  The children will start to read and spell specific ‘common exception words’ for their year group.
To ensure that the children can sound and segment words for spelling they will continue to follow the Read, Write, Inc programme. The children will be given opportunities to practise writing unfamiliar words while trying to develop the physical skill needed for handwriting. The children will begin to explore how to organise their ideas when writing. 
We will aim to develop the pupils’ oral vocabulary and their knowledge of simple grammatical structures during the year.

Key Stage One – Year Two
During Year 2, pupils should be able to read all common sounds and words containing these sounds. We would expect the pupils to be developing a good recognition of the common exception words for their year group. Throughout the year, our pupils will aim to read books more fluently by applying their existing knowledge of words.  We will ensure that our pupils can retell some familiar stories that have been read to and discussed with them.  They will listen to a wide range of stories, poems, plays and information books and we will use these to increase the children’s vocabulary and comprehension about what they have read.
The children will continue to build upon their composition skills developed in Year 1 to ensure that they are beginning to write longer pieces of writing independently. They will continue to make plausible attempts at spelling words that they are not familiar with. Our pupils will begin to take part in Read, Write, Inc Spelling. They will begin to learn that there is not always a clear connection between the way a word is said and the way it is spelt.
Lower Key Stage Two - Years 3 and 4

By the beginning of year 3, it is expected that pupils should be able to read books written at an age-appropriate interest level. They should be able to read them accurately and at a speed that is sufficient for them to focus on understanding what they read rather than on decoding individual words. They should be able to decode most new words outside their spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation to the word’s pronunciation. As the children’s decoding skills become increasingly secure, we will begin to focus on developing their vocabulary and the breadth and depth of their reading, making sure that they become independent, fluent and enthusiastic readers who read widely and frequently. They should be developing their understanding and enjoyment of stories, poetry, plays and non-fiction, and learning to read silently. They should also be developing their knowledge and skills in reading non-fiction about a wide range of subjects. They should be learning to justify their views about what they have read: with support at the start of year 3 and increasingly independently by the end of year 4.

Pupils should be able to write down their ideas with a reasonable degree of accuracy and with good sentence punctuation. We will therefore aim to consolidate pupils’ writing skills, their vocabulary, their grasp of sentence structure and their knowledge of terminology. We will make sure that our  pupils build on what they have learnt, particularly in terms of the range of their writing and the more varied grammar, vocabulary and narrative structures from which they can draw to express their ideas. We will begin to teach our pupils about how writing can be different from speech.  We would expect the majority of our pupils to be joining their  handwriting during lower Key Stage Two.

During lower Key Stage Two our pupils’ will be introduced to the common exception words for Year 3 and 4. We would expect most pupils’ to be able to read and spell these common words correctly by the end of Year 4. The pupils’ should aim to spell less familiar words as accurately as possible using their phonic knowledge and other knowledge of spelling. 

In years 3 and 4,  we aim to help our  pupils become more familiar with and confident in using language in a greater variety of situations, for a variety of audiences and purposes, including through drama, formal presentations and debate.

Upper Key Stage 2 - Years 5 and 6

The National Curriculum expects that by the beginning of year 5 pupils can read aloud a wider range of poetry and books written at an age-appropriate interest level with accuracy and at a reasonable speaking pace. They should be able to read most words effortlessly and to work out how to pronounce unfamiliar written words with increasing automaticity. 

Our pupils will be encouraged to prepare readings, with appropriate intonation to show their understanding, and to summarise and present a familiar story in their own words. We will encourage the children to read widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for pleasure and information. We will help them develop the skills to enable them to read silently, with good understanding, inferring the meanings of unfamiliar words, and then discuss what they have read.

We will encourage the pupils to write down their ideas quickly while ensuring that they are using accurate grammatical features and puncutation in their writing.  We will continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of spelling to ensure that their spelling of most words taught so far should be accurate and to ensure that they can spell words that they have not yet been taught by using what they have learnt about how spelling works in English.

During years 5 and 6, we will continue to promote our pupils’ enjoyment and understanding of language, especially vocabulary, and we will use this to support their reading and writing. We will continue to promote their fluency as readers and their comprehension skills by reading a wide range of texts.

By the end of year 6, pupils’ reading and writing should be sufficiently fluent and effortless for them to manage the general demands of the curriculum in year 7, across all subjects and not just in English, but there will continue to be a need for pupils to learn subject-specific vocabulary. They should be able to reflect their understanding of the audience for and purpose of their writing by selecting appropriate vocabulary and grammar. During the year we will ensure that the children are developing an awareness of how to consciously control sentence structure in their writing and understand why sentences are constructed as they are. 

In years 5 and 6, pupils’ confidence, enjoyment and mastery of language should be extended through public speaking, performance and debate.

Provision Teaching and Learning Style 
At Montreal C of E Primary School, English is based on eight key principles. These are:

· A dedicated English lesson every day.

· A dedicated Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar lesson every day.

· Regular opportunities to hear children read independently or as part of a guided reading group. 
· Two dedicated handwriting lessons each week.
·  Direct teaching and interactive oral work with the whole class and/or groups. 

· Use of assessment for learning to ensure work is differentiated to children’s interest and needs. 

· Grouping is fluid ensuring that each activity is pitched appropriately for the   individual. 

· A variety of teaching strategies; Including use of models, images, and ICT, taking into account children’s learning style.

To help us achieve these eight principles we use the schemes of work produced by Read, Write Inc Phonics and Spelling to help us develop our skills in English. All the children have access to the IDL computer programme to support the skills they have been developing in the classroom.  Classes throughout the school have adopted the ‘Talk for Writing’ approach to help our pupils to become effective writers. 
