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Montreal C of E Primary School

Geography Curriculum Statement

The National Curriculum states that a high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time. 

Aims

· The National Curriculum for Geography aims to ensure that all pupils: 

· Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 

·  Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time 

·  Are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 

·  Collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes. 

·  Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS). 

· Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.
Reception 
Our pupils in Reception will follow the curriculum as set out in Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum. We will encourage the children begin making sense of the world and their community by giving them opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment around them.

Key Stage One 
During Key Stage One we will enable our pupils to develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. We will ensure that they understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. This will include exploring the use of aerial photographs, maps, Atlases and globes to locate places and the use of compass directions when giving directions. 
Key Stage Two 
During Key Stage Two, our pupils will extend their knowledge and understanding beyond our local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. We will explore the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. We will support the children to develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. We will continue to develop the children’s geographical skills by continuing to use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and to describe the features. The children will begin to recognise the positions on an eight point compass and they will be able to use four and six-figure grid references. They will use their fieldwork skills to make observations and measurements in the local area using a range of methods. 
Provision Teaching and Learning Style 
At Montreal C of E Primary School, Geography is based on five key principles. These are:

· A dedicated curriculum plan for Geography.
· Direct teaching and interactive oral work with the whole class and/or groups. 

· Use of assessment for learning to ensure work is differentiated to children’s interest and needs. 

· Grouping is fluid ensuring that each activity is pitched appropriately for the   individual. 

· A variety of teaching strategies; Including use of models, images, and ICT, taking into account children’s learning style.

To help us achieve these five principles we use the schemes of work produced by Learning Challenge Curriculum to help us develop our skills in Geography. This is built around the principle of greater learner involvement in their work. It requires deep thinking and encourages learners to work using a question as the starting point. Pre-learning tasks ensure that learners are directly involved in the planning process. Continuity and progression in the curriculum will be built around a set of matrices known as essential knowledge, understanding and key skills within subject disciplines. In addition, there is an expectation that teachers apply English, mathematics and ICT skills where it is appropriate to do so. Time for learners to reflect or review their learning is central to the whole process. This is in keeping with the ‘Learning to Learn’ principles where reflection is seen as a very important part of individuals’ learning programme.
