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Montreal C of E Primary School

History Curriculum Statement

The National Curriculum states that a high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.
Aims

 The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 

· Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world. 

· Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind. 

· Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry.’ 

· Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses.
· Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 
· Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

Reception

Our pupils in Reception will follow the curriculum as set out in Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum. We will encourage the children begin making sense of the world and their community by giving them opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment around them.

Key Stage One 
During Key Stage One we will help our children to develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. We will ensure that they know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. We will help them to use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms and we will encourage them to ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events.  We will develop their skills of historical enquiry by helping them to understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. 

Key Stage Two 
During Key Stage Two, we will help our pupils’ to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. We will enable them to develop the skills to make connections, contrasts and trends over time and to develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  We will encourage the children to ask questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. We will develop the children’s skills of historical enquiry by helping them to select relevant information from sources which can then be used to answer key questions thoughtfully.  We will help our children to understand that the past is represented in a variety of sources. 
Provision Teaching and Learning Style 
At Montreal C of E Primary School, History is based on five key principles. These are:

· A dedicated curriculum plan for History.
· Direct teaching and interactive oral work with the whole class and/or groups. 

· Use of assessment for learning to ensure work is differentiated to children’s  interest and needs. 

· Grouping is fluid ensuring that each activity is pitched appropriately for the   individual. 

· A variety of teaching strategies; Including use of models, images, sources and ICT,  taking into account children’s learning style.

To help us achieve these five principles we use the schemes of work produced by Learning Challenge Curriculum to help us develop our skills in History. This is built around the principle of greater learner involvement in their work. It requires deep thinking and encourages learners to work using a question as the starting point. Pre-learning tasks ensure that learners are directly involved in the planning process. Continuity and progression in the curriculum will be built around a set of matrices known as essential knowledge, understanding and key skills within subject disciplines. In addition, there is an expectation that teachers apply English, mathematics and ICT skills where it is appropriate to do so. Time for learners to reflect or review their learning is central to the whole process. This is in keeping with the ‘Learning to Learn’ principles where reflection is seen as a very important part of individuals’ learning programme.
