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Montreal C of E Primary School

RE Curriculum Statement

The Cumbrian SACRE document states that Religious Education (RE) is, by law, locally determined. The Cumbria Standing Advisory Council for RE (SACRE) must convene an Agreed Syllabus Conference every 5 years to review the existing syllabus. This SACRE approved syllabus is the basis on which all work in RE should be planned in Cumbria’s community and voluntary controlled schools. RE is recognised as a core subject. Christianity should be taught throughout each Key Stage and it is expected that by the end of Key Stage Two that our pupils will have an accurate understanding of at least three religions. 
Aims
The Cumbrian SACRE document states that ‘the aims of RE are to enable young people to be:
· Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews, so that they can: 
· describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity which exists within and between communities and amongst individuals; 
· identify, investigate and respond to questions posed, and responses offered by some of the sources of wisdom found in religions and worldviews; 
· appreciate and appraise the nature, significance and impact of different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning. 
· Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and worldviews, so that they can: 
· explain reasonably their ideas about how beliefs, practices and forms of expression influence individuals and communities; 
· express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical responses to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value, including spiritual and ethical issues
· appreciate and appraise varied dimensions of religion or a worldview
· Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldviews, so that they can: 
· investigate key concepts and questions of belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, responding creatively;
· enquire into what enables different individuals and communities to live together respectfully for the wellbeing of all;
· articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in order to explain why they may be important in their own and other’s lives.’
Reception

Our pupils in Reception will follow the curriculum as set out in Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum. We will encourage the children begin making sense of the world and their community by giving them opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment around them.

Key Stage One 

During Key Stage One, we will encourage our pupils to develop their knowledge and understanding of a number of Christianity and Judaism.  They will be guided to study these religions at the local, national and global contexts. We will model subject specific vocabulary and we will encourage the children to use this language in their own work. We will encourage our pupils to ask questions about things which puzzle them and to use their knowledge and understanding to begin expressing their own views and in response to the questions posed to them.  

Throughout Key Stage One, we will regularly listen to a range of religious and moral stories and we will encourage them to reflect upon their meanings. The children will be encouraged to identify how people who belong to different religions and groups show how they belong to these groups. We will encourage the children to think about how they would respond in different everyday situations and encourage to think about which would be the correct response.  

 Key Stage Two
During Key Stage Two, we will ensure that the children continue to extend their knowledge and understanding of the different religions and worldviews. They will study Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism.  They will continue to find out about religions in a local, national and global context. We will continue to extend their subject specific vocabulary and we will encourage the children to ask increasingly challenging questions about religion and beliefs. When looking at sources of information, we will encourage our pupils to express their own ideas in response to the material that they are given. The children will be encouraged to give reasons to support their ideas. 
Throughout Key Stage Two, we will encourage the children to make connections between the different religions studied and the stories that they read. They will continue to investigate how communities show their commitment to faiths and beliefs and how diverse communities live together to ensure the well-being of all. 
Provision Teaching and Learning Style 
At Montreal C of E Primary School, RE is based on six key principles. These are:

· A dedicated curriculum for RE with one dedicated lesson each week.
· We use the ‘Understanding Christianity’ resource to guide some of our teaching in RE. 

· A dedicated chapel which is used for quiet reflection. 
· Direct teaching and interactive oral work with the whole class and/or groups. 

· Use of assessment for learning to ensure work is differentiated to children’s interest and needs. 

· Grouping is fluid ensuring that each activity is pitched appropriately for the   individual. 
