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3rd September 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Returning to School - September 2021 
 
As you are aware, the government continue to manage the serious risk of illness from the spread of 
coronavirus. Step 4 marked a new phase in the government’s response to the pandemic, moving away from 
stringent restrictions on everyone’s day to day lives. 
 
As Covid-19 becomes a virus that we learn to live with, there is now an imperative to reduce the disruption 
to children’s education. The government’s priority is for all educational settings to deliver face-to-face high 
quality education to all pupils. 
 
At Moorgate we have considered all the guidance provided very carefully and will be making changes the 
school environment and to the school day to reflect this.  
 
Start Times and Entrance Gates 
 
Parents/Carers and children will now be allowed to enter school via any gate and staggered start times will 
no longer be required. All children should arrive at school in time for classroom doors opening at 8.50am. 
All children should go straight into class and will no longer need to line up. Teachers will be on the school 
yard if parents have any questions. 
 
Although this no longer a government requirement, we have decided to keep class ‘Bubbles’ for the first two 
weeks of term to assist with the settling back to school period. This will then be revised after this time. 
 
Attendance 
 
Absence – Covid-19 Related 
 
Children who show symptoms of Covid-19 should remain absent from school and obtain a PCR test.  
 
Children should only return to school if they are in receipt of a negative test or if they have isolated for the 
recommended amount of time if they received a positive test.  
 
Children and young people under the age of 18 years 6 months are not required to isolate if they live within 
the same household as someone with Covid-19 or are a close contact of someone with Covid-19.  
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Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a 
positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if 
advised to do so. 
 
Children and young people aged under 18 years 6 months who usually attend school, and have been 
identified as a close contact, should continue to attend school as normal (unless the recommended PCR 
test is positive). 

Absence – Non Covid-19 Related 

All non Covid-19 related absences should be reported to school in the normal way. If your child is absent 
from school, please contact the school office before 9.00am to report this. If parents’ telephone before 
8.30am, please leave a voicemail detailing the reason why your child is absent from school. If leaving a 
voicemail, please can we ask that parents do not use phrases such as ‘unwell’ or ‘not very well’ as we need 
to detail specific symptoms for the registers.   
 
Please can we ask that parents do not use Class Dojo or email to report any absences as these methods of 
communication can not always be monitored prior to 9.00am. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the above information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Thank you for you co-operation and we look forward to seeing you all back in school. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs D Hopwood 
 
Head Teacher 
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