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The Language of Retrieval 
 

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Key Words:  
see 
who 
what  
when 
 
Sentence Stems:  
I can see … 
 
Model using the 
language of the 
question within the 
answer (eg. What 
happened to Daisy? 
Daisy fell over. When 
did it happen? It 
happened in the 
morning.  
  

Key Words:  
know 
says 
page 
contents 
index 
Sentence Stems: 
In the book it says …  
 
I know that … because it 
says …  
 
.. happened because … 
 
On page … it says …, so I 
know that …  
 
Model using the 
language of the 
question within the 
answer.  
 

Key Words:  
retrieve 
why 
how 
diagram 
scan 
Sentence Stems: 
The best place to look 
for the answer to this 
question is … because …  
 
I have retrieved the 
answer from the text.  
 
I know that … because in 
the text it says … 
 
This diagram shows that 
…  
 
I know that … because 
the diagram shows that 
…  
 
The key word in the 
question is … 

Key Words:  
skim 
scan 
locate 
 
 
Sentence Stems:  
I am going to skim/scan 
the text for … because 
this will help me to 
locate the answer to the 
question quickly.  
 
In looking for the 
answer to this question, 
I am going to re-read … 
section because … 
 
The key word in this 
sentence is … this tells 
me that …  
 
Model using the 
language of the 
question within the 
answer.  

Key Words:  
fact 
opinion 
evaluate 
argument 
support 
Sentence Stems: 
I know that 
[character/event/idea] 
is … because it says in 
the text … and it says … 
 
To support my 
argument, the text says 
… 
 
This section will/ will not 
be useful in answering 
the question because … 
 
 
… is an opinion because 
…  
 
… is a fact, I know this 
because … 

Key Words:  
similar 
different 
reliability 
usefulness 
explicit/ implicit 
Sentence Stems: 
… is …, I know this 
because it says in the 
text (multiple ideas from 
across the whole text).  
 
[characters/ places,/ 
events/ objects/ ideas] 
are similar/ different 
because, it says in the 
text …  
 
I think … text is most 
reliable/useful because 
…  
It explicitly says in the 
text …  
[synonym] means 
[question word] so I 
know that … 

 


