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YouTube – What parents should know

YouTube is one of the most popular platforms, available across many different devices -
phones, tablets and Smart TVS etc.
YouTube is intended for users over the age of 13, however, younger children can still access 
YouTube with consent from a parent/ guardian. There are different options available to 
access YouTube, depending on your child’s age:

1. YouTube Kids – a separate app that includes a smaller selection of videos based on the 
age category you select: Preschool (ages 4 and under), Younger (ages 5–8) or Older (ages 9–12).

2. Supervised accounts – a parent-managed version of YouTube that allows you to control 
the content your child can access. You can select one of the following options:

Explore - Generally for viewers aged 9+.
Explore more - Generally for viewers aged 13+
Most of YouTube - This setting includes almost everything except for videos marked as 18+.
Find out more: https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/10315420

What do I need to be aware of?
Whilst YouTube can be educational and fun, it is important to be aware of the potential 
risks, such as:
• Inappropriate content
• Excessive Screentime – particularly due to the autoplay feature.
• Unwanted contact / cyberbullying – particularly via comments if your child is sharing 

videos.
• Algorithms – algorithms influence what we see to keep us engaged. This can lead to a 

user being exposed to large amounts of content about one topic/theme, which may not 
be helpful if it is negative. 

• Adverts that may not be aimed at or suitable for your child’s age.

What can I do?
• Set up appropriate parental controls.
• Show your child the reporting and blocking tools available.
• Watch YouTube together or supervise use.

Welcome to our Autumn Online Safety Newsletter. We are aware of the online safety 
concerns that our children at Moredon have and hope you find this newsletter helpful. 
Discover practical tips and guidance to help parents protect children online, encourage 
responsible digital habits, and stay informed about the latest internet safety challenges.




