[image: ]






































[image: ]
[image: ]





Page 2 of 2



English Policy



	School Name:
	Moredon Primary and Nursery School

	Version No:
	1
	Ratified date:
	December 2024

	Author:
	Emma Dilworth
	Interim review date:
	September 2025

	Owner:
	Emma Dilworth
	Next review date:
	November 2025

	Approved by:
	C Leach
	
	




Aims
At Moredon Primary and Nursery School, we strive to help our children develop into articulate and imaginative communicators, who are well-equipped with the basic skills they need to become life-long learners. English is key in this. We aim to ensure all of our children develop a genuine love of language and the written word, through a text-based approach.
We also want all children to have a love of reading and have access to a wide range of books and texts that appeal to their range of interests, cultures and beliefs. We want children to become confident readers and be able to read any appropriate text given to them. We want children to have all the skills linked to being a good reader, including understanding what is read to them and making inferences about a text.
We passionately believe that this is best done through setting quality texts at the heart of our curriculum and exposing children to a range of quality literature from the first moment they enter our school. These high quality texts have been set by teachers across the Federation and approved by Senior Leaders. 
Across the curriculum, we want to promote oracy as a way of develop children’s knowledge of the English language. This may be through active learning lessons or through children explaining their thinking. We want to children to develop their vocabulary to use in their day-to-day language. We are acutely aware of the need to level the vocabulary gap for all our children ensuring that all children are given exposure to a rich range of vocabulary through the use of quality texts in English and the high level of language used by all adults in school as well as the systematic teaching of vocabulary. We aim to provide children with the linguistic skills they will need to take advantage of every opportunity throughout their future education through both the high quality texts that they are taught alongside high quality back and forth discussion about these texts in class.
Providing our children a range of writing opportunities allows them to step into the writers’ shoes that they have been studying. Children are given opportunity for the children to write for a range of purposes and audience. When the writing they are producing is for a concrete purpose, this allows them to develop all areas of their writing. Children will produce two quality pieces of writing per term as well as a range of incidental pieces which will practice skills that have been previously taught. Children will also be given the chance to write at length in non-core subjects.
We understand that it is vital to communicate these aims to all staff regularly. This is done through regular staff meetings as well as teacher training days and observations. 

Writing Curriculum

Our whole school curriculum is shaped by the White Horse Federation Enrich Curriculum which is as follows:
Embed: Writing across the curriculum, transferring skills across different purposes; across environments and provisions
Nourish: Developing a culture of writing; special events and visits; opportunities to write; careers and aspirated; writing for pleasure.  
Rich: Developing knowledge and application of: oracy skills, grammar, punctuation; sentence level construction; word level; genre features; cohesion; revising and editing; handwriting and spelling.  
Each unit of work will be based around a genre of writing (e.g. setting descriptions, diary extracts) and all units will follow the same phase approach which is as follows. 

Immersion
Children will be given a text or an animation to explore. They will develop language and vocabulary throughout these sessions through active learning opportunities, ‘hooks’ and exploration of language. 

Skill Development
Children will then spend longer either revising skills from previous years or learning new skills linked to the National Curriculum. These will be done through a wide range of activities to help engage the children. Children will then have the opportunity to apply each skill into a piece of writing linked back to their genre. 

Plan and Draft
Children will plan their final piece of writing either through oracy-based lessons or through using a written format. They will then write up a piece of work, likely to be over several days to help build writing stamina. During this drafting phase, they will be using the skills they have learnt over the unit of work and applying them into their writing. 

Revise and Edit
Children will reread their draft and make changes to: spelling, vocabulary, cohesion, punctuation. They will edit using a green pen to show their changes. Children may also use dictionaries to check spelling and thesauruses to up-level word choices. 

Publish
Finally, children will publish their writing. This may be as a spoken presentation or written up in neat onto a display piece. This work may then be celebrated on our Golden Writing Walls which are in every classroom, including the Early Years. 

Reading Curriculum
Our whole school curriculum is shaped by the White Horse Federation Enrich Curriculum which is as follows:
Embed: Reading across other curriculum areas; use of text extract; reading for purpose; transferences of reading skills; making links. 
Nourish: Culture across the school, developing a love of reading; parental involvement, special events and visits; learning environments. 
Rich: Developing knowledge and application of print knowledge; word reading; phonics; fluency; language comprehensions; inference; vocabulary; grammar and syntax; comprehension monitoring; text structure. 
Our Reading lessons are split into fluency (word reading) sections and comprehension (exploring and understanding) sections.
Fluency (Word Reading)
For students in EYFS and Y1, word reading and reading fluency will be developed through the Little Wandle SSP (See the Phonics and Early Reading policy). As children become phonologically secure over the years, the ENRich Reading curriculum is designed to expose students to regular fluency practice. Simply put, students will:
· Be read aloud to; allowing them to hear fluent reading.
· Engage in assisted reading.
· Read a text whilst listening to a fluent reading of the same text.
· Engage in repeated reading; students practise reading texts repeatedly until they can read the text in a fluent manner.
· ‘Perform’ reading aloud
· Take home a reading book matched to their reading ability

Comprehension (exploring and understanding)
For students in EYFS and Y1, language comprehension be developed both through Little Wandle and additional Book Talk during story times. As children become phonologically secure, the ENRich Reading curriculum is designed to expose students to regular comprehension lessons. Simply put, students will:
· Be explicitly taught how to use a range of comprehension strategies to help them to understand (get the ‘gist’) of the text.
· Be explicitly taught how to use a range of comprehension strategies to explore the text deeper.
· Have opportunities to both practise these skills with the teacher and independently.

Reading for Pleasure
Children at Moredon are read high quality texts from their entry to the school until the time they leave in order to both enthuse the children expose them to high level vocabulary.
In EYFS and Year 1, children are taught reading on in phonics lessons. The main purpose of reading is decoding fluency and accuracy. By the end of year 1, children should be good readers; they should read 90% of books accurately and be secure in phase 5 of phonics. This means that comprehension can happen. Children’s reading is assessed regularly using our phonics assessment to ensure the progression through the phases of our phonics scheme of work. See the Phonics and Early Reading policy for further detail. Once children are no longer on the phonics scheme, they will then be on a colour band matched to their reading ability. All teachers know what the expected band is for their year group so they can identify children at risk of falling behind. 
All children in the school read regularly with an and adult in their class - both teachers and teaching assistants - in order to build their fluency and comprehension but most of all, this provides an opportunity to discuss and recommend books so as to further support the children’s love of reading.
We have two libraries within our school. Both libraries contain a range of books that all children are able to access. As well as taking home a coloured banded reading book, children are also able to take home a library book. This may not be matched to their reading ability but is meant to shared and enjoyed at home. 
Handwriting
Children initially learn how to make all of the correct letter shapes using a pre-cursive style. This is linked back to the Little Wandle SSP. As they move into Year 2, they begin to learn how to join letters fluently and develop a neat, cursive handwriting style. This is then practiced in Key Stage 2 during weekly sessions. 

Spelling
Spelling is taught in discrete lessons from Year 2 upwards. In Year 2, this is linked to the Little Wandle SSP and begins with a review of previous phonics learning. This then moves onto the ‘Bridge to Spelling’ programme. From Year 3 onwards, children are taught spellings using the Spelling Shed resources. A progression document from the White Horse Federation shows the sequence in which to teach spellings. This contains lots of reviews from previous years for spelling to help embed common spelling patterns. 

English in the Early Years
We offer the children a broad and balanced curriculum which follows ‘The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (2023).’ This is delivered using the ‘Development Matters revised 2023’ document. This enables the FS1 and FS2 teachers to incorporate the seven areas of learning and development into a stimulating, creative, cross curricular approach, ensuring breadth.

The children are actively engaged in working towards the Early Learning Goals. The goals are made up of the three prime areas and four specific areas of learning, there are 17 in total. Communication and Language is one of the three prime areas. This is broken down into the aspects of Listening, Attention and Understanding and Speaking. Literacy is one of the four specific areas of learning and is broken down in the aspects of Comprehension, Reading and Writing.
These areas are explored through a balance of adult led and child initiated activities. The child initiated opportunities are where we provide the chances for the children to be independent learners, we have often modelled or joined in the play before. Adults will also play and interact with children during child initiated learning. The adult led activities are introducing and teaching new skills. This is where children will work with an adult, normally as part of a small group.

See the Early Years Policy for further information. 


Inclusion
We value the diversity of individuals within the school and tolerate a no discrimination philosophy. All children are treated fairly, regardless of race, religion, or ability. All children and families are valued within our school. We recognise that all pupils bring different experiences, interests and strengths which influence the way they learn, and we encourage all children to succeed and do their best.

We aim to give each child the opportunity to experience success in their learning and ensure equal opportunities will be extended to all pupils. We encourage children to make their own choices and in giving reasons for decisions and actions. We recognise that children develop in individual ways and at varying rates.

Special Education Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
High quality first teaching is the first step in responding to pupils who have, or may have SEND. In all lessons, activities will be scaffolded or children given additional resources so that will succeed and reach the same learning objective as the rest of the class. 
For children with SEND who may be working behind their peers, small group interventions will then be run by trained members of staff. Termly reviews then take place to monitor the effectiveness of these interventions and plan the next steps. 
Some children will not be able to access their curriculum and will instead be given adapted tasks or a personalised curriculum. This is in line with either their EHCP or targets set on their Pupil Profile. 
Children in Key Stage 1 and 2 will be given a spelling test several times across the year. This is to find out children’s spelling age and is monitored by both the class teacher and the school SENCo. This is another way of monitoring children’s progress. 

Monitoring
Monitoring of the English subject will be done by either the English Lead or Senior Leadership Team. Both Writing lessons and Reading lessons are subject to monitoring. The monitoring may be done through lesson observations or learning walks across the school. A book scrutiny may also be completed to check that children are all making progress. This may be using books selected by the class teacher or by books selected by SLT.  

Assessment
Eligible children at the end of Key Stage Two must take part in SATs. Children’s ability in reading will be assessed as well as their spelling, punctuation and grammar. Children at the end of Key Stage One take part in an optional SATs paper to assess their reading and spelling, punctuation and grammar. Both Key Stages may also have to take part in a moderation process to check the standards of pupils writing. End of year data for Years 2 and 6 for writing is based on teacher’s judgements as to how children did compared to their Year group expectations. Children in Years 1, 3, 4 and 5 will be assessed against their Year groups expectations for both Writing and Reading. This is teacher judgement. Children in Reception will be assessed against the Early Learning Goals. 
Children may also take part in several assessments across the year to assess their reading ability or their understanding of grammar and spelling. The results of these are to support teacher’s end of year judgements. 
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