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20th April 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are very pleased to inform you that, from September 2020, Mr Kevin Flint will be 
taking up the post of Executive Headteacher of a collaboration between Morton Primary 
School and Stretton Handley CE Primary.  
 
Initially, this will be for a period of one year with a view to moving towards formal 
federation. Stretton Handley CE Primary is, geographically, one of the closest schools to 
Morton Primary, a distance of 3.2 miles and a 7-minute drive away. Mr Flint will share his 
time equally between both schools. He will have no teaching responsibility and will focus 
on leading and managing the two schools. Although not on-site all the time, Mr Flint will 
be available to deal with urgent matters promptly. Mrs Ward, Senior teacher, will be the 
points of contact for parents if Mr Flint is not immediately available. Mrs Radford, Admin 
Officer will also continue to be available as usual for those day-to-day questions, 
queries, messages etc. 
 
The governors have known for some time that Mr Flint had been shortlisted for the 
position of Executive Headteacher of the two schools. Governors at Stretton Handley 
worked with the local authority and various alternative models of leadership were 
discussed and explored, including collaboration, federation, academisation etc. As a 
very small rural primary school they wanted to ensure that the school remained 
economically viable and also continues to provide a high quality, rounded educational 
experience for all children.  

Following lengthy research and consideration it was decided that the school should seek 
to *collaborate with another local school with a view to federation in the future. 
Governors of the two schools were confident that this model would have positive 
benefits for both schools. There followed a rigorous process in which governors, 
supported by the local authority and Derby Diocese looked closely at local schools which 
had similar expectations, vision and ethos and would be a good match for both schools. 

Following this process and in discussions with the governors at Morton Primary School 
Mr Flint has accepted the appointment of Executive Headteacher of the two schools. As 
governors we are excited that this collaboration will add further enrichment to our 
children’s education by creating opportunities for staff and children from both schools to 
work together. 
 
These are uncertain and unprecedented times for the whole country as we deal with the 
Coronavirus crisis. Many of you may be worried and concerned about the impact of this 
and the upcoming changes in school leadership. Please be assured that Mr Flint and 
Mrs Dunbar, the retiring head at Stretton Handley, have already begun transfer of 
information and will continue to liaise and work together behind the scenes to ensure 
that there is as much consistency and stability for the children as possible.  
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Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mr Sam Watson                                       
Chair of Governors                                  
 

*A collaboration is where two or more schools work closely together maintaining their 
own separate governing bodies and, in this instance, share one Executive Head. Each 
school remains legally separate for the initial term and parents, carers should see no 
significant change to school life. The distinctiveness, fabric and ethos of the school will 
stay the same as will school uniform. Collaboration represents a stable commitment to 
working in a partnership which is to the benefit of children and staff in all schools 
involved. 


