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Dear Parents, 

A warm welcome to Wrightington Mossy Lea, albeit a virtual welcome from a social distance! I am delighted that your 

application was successful and I look forward to working with you over the next seven years.  I am writing to you to 

explain our plan for induction during these unprecedented and difficult times. Despite the instructions from The 

Government, it remains beneficial for us to begin the intake process for your child at Mossy Lea.  

Before we go any further, let me introduce myself. I’m Andy Purcell, and I'm the Executive Headteacher of Wrightington 

Mossy Lea, and St George’s over in Chorley. I fully took up this post 18 months ago, working with Antonella, the Head 

of School, who is on site full time, Gill in the office, Lindsay supporting in class and John the site manager, to ensure 

that your child’s stay with us is not just educational, but enjoyable, and provides memories that they will treasure for 

ever. 

I hope you're as positive and excited about joining Mossy as I am, however, being realistic, or maybe pessimistic, it may 

be that you are disappointed that you have been offered a place with us. I sincerely hope that this is not the case, but I 

know our reputation in the village was trashed over recent years.  I am aware that Mossy Lea had it tough during 

2016/2017 and indeed 2017/2018. During this time people left us and OFTSED – well they didn’t like us either. However, 

school has been stable and improving now for over 2 years. We have made massive improvements. OFSTED have 

been back; and they loved us, however a school often improves much faster than its reputation does. Starting from 

September 2018, we had a brand new leadership and teaching team, brand new governing body, who are great, and 

following successful collaboration, we can tap into the excitement and opportunities offered at St George’s, yet we 

maintain our beautiful village atmosphere, and no, we are not closing down! We are a brilliant school now, and I will 

prove that to you at our next inspection. It is time not just to join us at Mossy, it is time to come back to Mossy. We are 

rural school. We are small. We have huge ideas, and as our motto states.... from tiny acorns, mighty oaks grow. 

Notwithstanding the restrictions placed on us with regard to COVID 19, over the coming weeks we will post out all 

documentation that we would have normally given to you at the intake evening in preparation for a Facebook release 

address from myself on Thursday 21st May at 7.00 pm. This “meeting” will last around 40 minutes. Prior to the 

meeting please join our Facebook Group – Wrightington Mossy Lea Primary School. If you are not on Facebook, 

don’t worry, I will post the video on our school website shortly after the address. For this virtual meeting, I will 

talk through the documentation that you will have received. Please have it to hand. I know this is all very 

strange, it is for me to. If you have any problems, concerns, or worries about accessing this induction process 

please email one of us; our addresses are on the letterhead above. 

Although virtual, this remains a very important meeting, as we will be discussing details and procedures about your child 

starting school in September. (Government permitting of course!) 

In addition all the information we send out to you, master copies will be posted on the website, following this link. 

https://www.mossylea.lancs.sch.uk/ 
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Despite these unprecedented circumstances, I assure you of a warm welcome to the school and that working in 

partnership with yourself, your child will thrive with us. Thank you very much for your application to join us at Mossy – 

you have placed your trust in us of your most treasured possession. A trust that I, and all staff will take seriously over 

the coming years. That’s a promise. 

 

 

Take care, and keep safe and healthy. If you have any further queries or questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

me. 

Andy Purcell 

Executive Headteacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  


