
 

 
  

 

Autumn 1 2020 – In the Beginning  

 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

Welcome back everybody. What a strange but incredible start to the new academic year we have had. It’s great 

to have everybody back in and the atmosphere around school is electric.  I do hope you managed to have a 

brilliant break over the summer and managed to recharge your batteries. The children have made a fantastic 

start to the year and have settled into our new classroom routines fantastically, I know we can make this year 

an exciting and successful one. I am really looking forward to the year we have ahead of us and I can’t wait to 

begin exploring the topics we have lined up for the year with the class.  

 

This curriculum letter will inform you of what we will be covering in class during the first half of the Autumn 

Term. Our topic this half term is ‘In the Beginning‘ and much of our work, throughout the different subjects, 

will relate to this. 
 

 The Half Term Ahead 
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Science 

Investigating 

living things 
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Natural World Maths  

Numbers to 10. 

Adding and 

subtracting 

within 10.  

PE 

Gymnastics 

 

Computing 

Sound  
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Singing 
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LITERACY 

 

This half term, we will be reading ‘Harry and the 

Bucketful of Dinosaurs’. The children will write simple 

sentences building on what they learnt in Reception. 

We will act out the story and begin to use adjectives 

to describe and use the conjunction ‘and’ to join 

clauses together. The children will also learn how to 

add the suffix -ed to a regular verb to put it into the 

past tense.  We also be utilising skills from the Talk 

for Writing approach to enable the children to orally 

rehearse the key language they need before they 

write. The children will learn the story orally with 

actions alongside lots of fun talking and drama 

activities to help them access the language they will 

need. We will then make some changes to the original 

text, to make it our own and help the children write in 

the same style. We believe that this approach will not 

only be very enjoyable for the children, but also 

increase their confidence in generating ideas for 

stories and improve their sentence structure and 

spellings. Then, we will be writing some non-

chronological reports about dinosaurs.  

 

MATHS 

 

In maths, we want all the children to feel confident, 

embrace new challenges, take ownership, and start to 

extend their own learning. They will often work with a 

partner and will be encouraged to help and support each 

other. Our focus will be on deepening their learning and 

ensuring they have a thorough understanding of each 

mathematical concept before moving on. The children’s 

mathematical development is furthered through whole 

class work, through focused activities with an adult and 

through play. This work will continue to be focused 

around practical work, but we will begin to record work 

more often in various different forms. Over the first 

half term Green group children will be looking at 

counting and understanding numbers to 20 and beyond, 

writing these competently and then beginning to solve 

simple calculations with them.  

 

To help in this area, you are asked to continue counting 

objects discretely and practising their number 

formation. When your child is competent in these areas, 

they can begin to practically add and subtract numbers. 

READING 

 

The children in Green group will take part in 

a Guided Reading session, with Mrs 

Griffiths, and aims to help children with the 

key skills of blending, fluency, intonation 

and comprehension. A wide range of 

exciting and varied texts are used, ensuring 

that children get experiences of many 

types of literature across the year.  The 

children will read one to one with an adult 

on a weekly basis and their individual 

reading books will be sent home.  Children 

will also have lots of opportunities for 

reading in phonics lessons and in provision 

challenges. 

 

Children in Green group should continue to 

read aloud to an adult, at home, daily.  

Please could you continue to sign and 

comment in the reading journal – it really 

helps! Please make sure your child has their 

reading journal in school every day. 

 

 

PHONICS 

 

Phonic activities are carefully planned and 

tailored to allow all children to progress and 

achieve personal success at their own level 

of ability. Whole class phonics lessons will 

take place daily. Initially, we will revisit 

Phase 3 and 4, giving the children lots of 

opportunities to read and write words and 

sentences in fun and active ways. We will 

then begin Phase 5 which looks at some new 

phonemes and several alternative spellings 

for phonemes the children already know. 

We will continue to learn new tricky words. 

Reading and spelling these correctly will be 

embedded into other lessons such as 

reading and writing. In addition to our 

phonics lessons, there will be a fun phonics 

challenge in continuous provision every week 

which all children will be expected to 

complete. 

 

  

 



Reading Targets 

Your child should be able to join in with a discussion about a character from a story and say what happens. 

Your child could say what a character might be feeling because of what they say and do. 

 

 

 

Writing Targets 

Your child should use full stops and capital letters in sentences. 

Your child should remember to use finger spaces. 

 

 

 

Maths Targets 

Your child should know what each digit means in numbers from 0 to 20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMEWORK/SPELLINGS/TIMESTABLES 

 

Homework will continue to be sent out half termly - each half term you will receive a home learning 

menu. As explained on the menu, you must complete the maths, reading and writing, children must also 

complete one Science activity. The children can then choose any two options from the other choices 

from across the curriculum.  The homework menu will allow you to be creative and imaginative in what 

you decide to produce.  The hand in date for the activities this half term will be: 

 

Monday, 19th October 

 

Many parents ask if they can help with activities and projects such as this and the answer is most 

definitely a resounding ‘yes’! There is nothing more motivating for a child than an interested adult.  

The Homework menu has been sent home tonight with this letter. 

 

Your child will continue to bring spellings and times tables to learn at home (on a Monday). These will 

be tested on a Friday. Logging ion to Times Table Rockstars is a great way to practise. 

 
 

CONTINUOUS PROVISION 

 

During the first term in Year 1 our focus is the smooth transition from the Early Years Foundation Stage into 

Key Stage 1. We achieve this through our continuous provision which utilizes the learning areas inside and 

outside of the classroom. We have a topic-based approach to learning which feeds into many areas of the 

curriculum, giving the learning purpose and meaning. As the year progresses, the children work towards more 

formal learning with less 'continuous provision time. 

  

 



 

 

 

NOTES FOR PARENTS 

 

 Reading books should be sent into school each day in children’s red book bags and children will be given 

the opportunity to change these on a Monday. Children in Year 1 are encouraged to select their own 

books independently, therefore you may find some cross over in the first half term with books they 

may have read in Reception. We will change all children’s books once a week on a Monday and collect in 

the books on a Friday. Children will not bring home books over the weekend. This is to ensure the books 

are clean before redistributing on the Monday. Bug Club will continue to be available for reading over 

the weekend. 

 

 On Monday, your child will be receiving a set of 6 spellings based on Year 1 phonics, high frequency, and 

tricky words, with a short test the Friday. Please practise these with your child daily. 

 

 The school provides children with a piece of fruit each day (free of charge) or toast (20p a day). If 

you would prefer your child to bring his/her own snack to school, please keep in mind that we are a 

healthy school and it should be a piece of fruit or veg. 

 

 

 Children are encouraged to bring a drinks bottle, filled with water, to school each day. A water 

fountain is not available at present.  

 

 Lunches must come in either a carrier bag that can be binned daily or a small lunch bag/box that can 

cleaned easily. 

 

 Please ensure that your child has their PE kit in school. It will be sent home at the end of each half 

term.  

 

 All PE kit and school uniform must be labelled, so if lost, they can be easily returned to you.  

 

 

Thank you for your continued support. As always, if at any point, should you have any questions or want to 

contact me, please feel free to catch me after school or send me a message via Class Dojo.  

 

Many thanks,   

             
Mrs Antonella Greenhalgh  
 
Head of School/ Class Teacher           

    


