Reception Curricular Letter
Summer 2 – Home Learning

Dear Parents,
Since the last time of writing, nothing appears to have become any less strange does it? At the start of this second summer
half term, I’m sure I would be commenting on how superbly the children have settled back into the routines and structure
of school but I’ll have to hand that judgement over to you again. I do sincerely hope that you managed some sort of half
term break in whatever guise that may have been and that you all managed to have some sort of break from work, have
enjoyed the beautiful weather we have been lucky enough to have and spent some time as a family. I cannot begin to explain
how much I, and indeed all the staff at school, have missed seeing the children over the last half term and continue to
miss seeing them, and teaching them every day. I know we say it often to the children, but they really do bring sunshine
into every day. Children, we hope you are doing this for your parents at home too! I would like to say a huge thank you to
you all. Parents- we know it is tough but you have managed to balance family life, work and being an educator to your child.
We really do appreciate it so much and it really does make a difference knowing we have your support. We know it might
not always go smoothly but hopefully you have enjoyed spending the extra time with your children and have learnt alongside
them. Children- well done! You have stayed enthusiastic and have responded with thought and creativity to everything that
has been posted on seesaw. I love seeing all the different ways you tackle things and it has been lovely to have conversations
with you on the comments!
We find ourselves in a potential position of change for some, but not for others, continuing with what has become ‘the new
normal’. It’s all a bit ‘up in the air’ at the moment I know but, for now at least, you must continue to be the amazing stay
at home super heroes you already are. You are all doing an incredible job at the moment to keep people safe and for now,
must do more of the same.
The rest of this letter would normally outline our learning over the next half term and detail what we have in store. This
letter is not too different in that below are suggestions and ideas for learning over the next half term. However, the
difference here is that most of this will be consolidation work rather than new learning, to be completed at home either
independently or alongside an adult. I will also explain how the use Seesaw may change depending on how the situation
changes over the next half term. Please know that if you or the children are struggling with anything at all, please do get
in touch with me, I am here to help.
You could also use the following resources to support your child’s learning:
 Seesaw – passwords sent home
 Bug Club – passwords sent home
 Phonics Play – username: stgeorgespr7 password: dr4gon
 Purple Mash – passwords sent home
 Espresso – username: student18903 password: George
 Numbots – passwords sent home
 Twinkl – free to join at the moment
 Headspace is also free at the moment and is great for children and adults - There are lots of mindful exercises to
help sleep, reduce worry and stress, feel positive and exercises for kids to also cultivate appreciation and kindness.
It really is a brilliant resource and one that should be maximised during this time of uncertainty and potential
worry. Give it a try!
 Oak Academy daily lessons
 BBC Bitesize daily lessons.
Keep up this brilliant work; I cannot wait to see you (hopefully) soon!
Antonella Greenhalgh

Head of School

a.greenhalgh@mossylea.lancs.sch.uk

Throughout the half term, I will be continuing to use Seesaw as the primary way of setting work and communicating with
you all.
I will still be checking Seesaw daily and responding to any of the children’s uploads. I will also be communicating with the
children through this platform, either through a message to the children or an announcement to children and families.
Parents can still message me via Class Dojo.
In terms of work and activities being set by myself, each week I will upload the following:
-

Daily Maths and English activities will be uploaded every morning at 9am.
One-two Foundation Subject activities will be uploaded every week.

Parents please don’t feel that every activity set must be completed straight away, or indeed at all. They are not compulsory
but are there to dip in and out of as you choose. If anyone is struggling with Seesaw or accessing the work, please get in
touch.
When/if we return to school this half term, this format will change. For the children not returning to school I will
share the work that we will be covering in class, on a Monday morning, for the full week ahead. This will follow a different
format to what I am currently uploading. However, work and activities that have been previously uploaded onto Seesaw will
remain there for children to complete if they haven’t already done so. I will try to respond to work uploaded as soon as
possible, however, please be aware that I will also be teaching full time, so this might not be as quickly as I am currently
responding.

The Half Term Ahead (based on Home Learning Continuing)

LITERACY
Seesaw online learning:
Over the Rainbow: Sing songs and read poems which link to this iconic symbol to support the NHS. Read the story
of the The Colour Monster by Anna Llenas and explore your feelings linked to colours. Make some rainbow recipes
with your family too.
Hoot Hoot!: Learn about some of the different types of owls and some fascinating facts about them. Read the
heart- warming story of Owl Babies by Martin Waddell and share information about your family too.
Alien Invasion: Discover what the aliens visiting Earth find reading the book Aliens Love Underpants by Claire
Freedman and Ben Cort. Share poems and songs linked to space. Design, make and label your own alien.
The Teddy Bears' Picnic: Hold your very own teddy bears' picnic after singing the song with the same name.
Write invitations for guests, labels for place settings and a list of what you’ll need for the picnic. Read them
your favourite bear story too!
Read daily. Children should continue to read aloud to an adult and share books together as much as possible. Don’t
forget to record every time you read in your reading journal!
Another great resource is Bugclub where there are also stories and texts ready for the children to read. The
children should have their log in details in the pack that was sent home.
Funky Finger Friday videos are uploaded to Seesaw each week, for you to practise letter formation.

MATHS
Over the next half term we will continue to consolidate units that we have covered since September, on a weekly
basis though our Seesaw activities and activities from the homework menu.
Additional resources can be found on:


WhiteRoseMaths Challenges (https://whiterosemaths.com) as an extra resource to consolidate their
learning.



Numbots- keep practising!



Another great maths resource for practical activities and games is
http://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/curriculum/primarymaths/ . Look out for this picture on the homepage to
take you to a range of ideas and how to tailor it to support year group specific learning.

Homework
I have attached a Homework Menu to this email. Hopefully this will help to provide a little
more structure and give you some creative ideas to do at home! The Homework Menu offers
activities the children can do at home and ideas for projects and research. As ever, be
creative and imaginative in what you decide to produce and share your end results on Seesaw.

