
 
Term: Autumn Term 1A 

 
Dear Parents, 

                     We would like to wish you and your child a very warm welcome to Mossy Lea. Myself and Mrs Griffiths (full 

time teaching assistant) are really looking forward to working with you and your children this academic year.  

 

 

 

The Half Term Ahead 
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Days to Remember  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This half term our topic is Fish and Ships. As with the start of all our topics, we will 

discuss it with the children to find out what they already know about it and what they 

want to find out. This will form the basis of our weekly planning so that we can try to 

plan from the children’s interests. 
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Literacy 

At Mossy Lea, we follow the Letters and Sounds document to teach Phonics and use some of the songs and actions of 

Jolly Phonics to compliment this. The children will be working for fifteen minutes every day and they will begin learning 

the sounds (phonemes) of the alphabet. Pupils will learn four sounds each week and in groups will practise saying, 

recognising, writing and hearing sounds. Once the children know a few sounds, we can start putting them together to 

create simple CVC words for reading and writing i.e. (sat, pin and tap etc). Each new sound will be sent home in their 

reading record so they can practise at home. Parents are encouraged to discuss sounds and letter names, write lower and 

upper case letters and find objects which begin and end with each sound.   

 

Pupils will participate in whole class reading sessions with big books, take part in at least one guided group reading 

session a week and all of the children will have the opportunity to read and discuss their books individually. Classroom 

activities will also develop the children's understanding of books and develop the strategies the children need to assist 

their reading. The books your child will bring home will include a home reader (generally a story from the Oxford Reading 

Tree Scheme) and a phonetically decodeable text based on their phonic phase. Please share and talk together about what 

is happening in the story and encourage your child to look carefully at the sounds, words and pictures. It is helpful if you 

can write in your child’s reading record book if you have read or shared the books as this will help us to monitor the 

strategies your child uses to read. Your child will also bring home ‘tricky words’ or ‘keyword’ bookmarks, words that your 

child will be expected to recognise by sight. Please keep it in your child’s book bag so it can be changed when necessary. 

Pupils will continue to practise writing their names, remembering a capital letter at the beginning only. Each child will be 

encouraged to write their name on all pieces of work and as often as possible. We will be practising letter formation 

weekly using various tools such as pens, paint brushes, sand, chalk and play dough. In addition, all children will be 

participating in activities developed to improve their fine motor skills and their pencil control. Pupils will learn about some 

of the purposes we have for writing and will be given opportunities to write using their emergent writing and phonic 

strategies. 

 
Mathematics  

The children’s mathematical development is furthered through whole class work, through focused activities in small 

groups with an adult and through play. This work is practical and fun with limited recording at this stage. Sessions will 

focus on children being provided with practical activities to help them compare, sort, match, sequence and count. 

Through such first-hand experience, children will develop an understanding of numbers and use the appropriate 

mathematical language involved. We will count and calculate, recognise numbers, make sets, sort and compare objects, 

and learn names and properties of 2D/3D shapes. We will begin to understand addition as the grouping together of 

objects and find numbers one more than numbers to ten. As well as a focused numeracy session the children will have 

opportunities during child initiated play to play number games and to follow up ideas started during the lesson. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

We want the children to feel happy and confident at school. This half term the children’s learning in the area of Personal 

and Social Development focuses on supporting the children in settling into school and developing their independence in 

this new setting. They will become more confident and independent when separating from whoever brings them to school. 

They will gain independence in having lunch, dressing and undressing and managing their own hygiene. They will learn to 

follow the class rules and routines and to play co-operatively, imaginatively and appropriately in the different areas of 

the classroom and the outdoor areas. As part of our behaviour management policy the school has ‘dojo points’. Children 

achieve dojo points for pleasing effort, achievement and attitude. On a Monday, achievement certificates are given for 

the weekly dojo winner.  

 

Wellington Boots and Waterproofs  

We place a great emphasis on both indoor and outdoor learning. Therefore, please ensure that your child brings 

appropriate clothing every day, depending on the weather. It would also be helpful if they always have wellington boots 

and waterproofs in school at all times as we will be using the outdoors including our Mud Kitchen in all weathers! 

 

 

 

 



Home Reading  

We endeavour to change children’s reading books three times a week (Monday, Wednesday and Friday) and will take 

every opportunity to hear them read. Children have opportunities to read during daily phonics, as part of a group (guided 

reading) and independently with school staff and reading volunteers. New books should be recorded in the reading record 

book kept in your child’s book bag. Please continue to add comments about your child’s reading in the reading record book. 

Children are expected to read at home with an adult every day if possible for about ten minutes. If your child reads 

their own books at home, please feel free to make a note of this in their reading records. Our reading records have a 

reward system where children can be awarded stickers by parents. When you have recorded their sticker award in their 

reading record, your child will receive a certificate in assembly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes for Parents 

 Please ensure all belonging are labelled with your child’s name, so if lost, they can be easily returned to you. 

 Please ensure your child has a school PE kit on their peg at all times. We will send them home each half term to 

be washed. 

 The school provides children with a piece of fruit each day. If you would prefer your child to bring his/her own 

healthy snack to school, this must be either fruit or vegetables (clearly labelled) – this is optional as we already 

provide a healthy snack. 

 Children can bring a drinks bottle to school each day, filled with water only.  A water fountain is also available in 

school for children to use at their leisure as well a jug of fresh clean water on the snack table.   

 We encourage children to explore our topics at home and we love to see the items they find related to topics. 

Please encourage your child to keep all personal belongings including toys at home unless they are related to our 

topic or your child has an award or certificate to show to the class. We don’t want any special items getting lost 

or broken in school.  

 

 

Thank you for your support so far and if at any time throughout the year you may have questions or thoughts on your 

child’s work or well-being, please feel free to email or to come in and see myself or Mrs Griffiths.   

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Antonella Greenhalgh              

 antonella@mossylea.lancs.sch.uk          

          

Baseline Assessments  

During your child’s first few weeks in school he/she will be assessed in a range of basic skills. This is to enable 

your child’s class teacher to gain an overview of each child on entry, in relation to all areas of learning and 

development. This information is then used to inform planning, so that tasks are matched to your child’s ability in 

order for them to build on strengths and support any areas in need of development. 
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