
 

 
  

 

Autumn 2 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

Welcome back – I hope you’ve had a good break. The children have settled in really well and have produced 

some excellent work across the curriculum, I can’t wait to see what they produce in the coming half term. 

This half term continues to be busy in the lead up to Christmas. This is a lovely time of year in School, 

however, before the Christmas Nativity practise and fun begins, we do have lots of learning to fit in.  

 

Our topic this half term is ‘Achievements and Legacies’. We will be exploring the achievements and legacies 

from The Stone Age, Anglo-Saxon, Ancient Egypt, The Maya, Early Islamic Civilisations, World War II and 

the Moon Landings. In Science we will learn about Earth and Space. Please take some time to talk to your 

children about the topic, read books and stories, watch programmes and think of questions they can explore in 

class. See the bottom of the letter for recommended reads for the half term.  

 
 

 The Half Term Ahead 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Days to Remember 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art 
Working with Mrs 

Birk from Cultural 

EducAsian and Mrs 

Dean with Roby 

Mill School 

Science 

Earth and 

Space 

RE  

Christianity 

History  
Achievements 

and Legacies 

through time 

Music 

Ukelele 

PE 

Dance 

 

ICT  

Touch typing 

Black Group Curricular Letter  

PSHE 

How others 

see me 

French 

All about me 

Literacy 

Gulliver’s 

Travels 

Information 

booklets 

 

Monday 
Ukelele 

 

New Spellings 

 

Arts and Craft after 

school club 

Tuesday  

 

PE day 

 
Fun Fitness after 

school club 

Wednesday 

 

 
Homework after school 

club 

 

Thursday 
  

 
Computing after school 

club 

 
 

Friday 
PE day 

 

Spelling/x table test 

 
Cheerleading after 

school club 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITERACY 

In English we are reading various adapted 

versions of ‘Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathon 

Swift. As we become familiar with the story we 

will be using lots of active reading strategies to 

make comparisons within the text, infer 

characters’ feelings and thoughts and predict 

what might happen. Throughout our reading of 

the story, we will also be identifying 

determiners and pronouns. We will then plan and 

write our own story’s based on the plot of 

Gulliver’s Travels.  

 

Later on in the half term we will move onto a 

non-fiction unit, we will write an information 

booklet on the Solar System.   

 

MATHS 

As a school, we place emphasis on teaching Maths 

using a Maths Mastery approach. We place 

emphasis on children learning to develop their 

fluency, reasoning and problem-solving skills.  

This term we will be: 

 We continue to relate to number work -  

multiplication and division of whole 

numbers and word problems.  

  Children will continue to practice their 

multiplication tables in class and using 

the Times Tables Rockstars App. 
The children will continue to develop their 

mathematical skills and knowledge through whole 

class teaching, group activities and independent 

tasks. Each child will continue to use a Maths – No 

Problem workbook to work in at school. This will 

enable the children to answer maths questions in 

different contexts. Throughout the scheme the 

children will read a range of word problems and 

discuss how to solve them.  

Please assist your child with practising rapid recall 

of the times tables at home. Timetable Rockstars 

can be used at home to aid this rapid recall! 

 READING 

The children in Black group will take part in a 

Guided Reading carousel, with myself, three days a 

week. During this time, they will complete a range 

of reading activities such as non-fiction reading, 

responding to reading and reading for enjoyment. 

In Guided Reading, children have the same text as 

their group which they read independently and to 

the adult. We then discuss the text and work on a 

reading objective.  

As well as Guided Reading sessions, the children 

have opportunity to read their home reader to an 

adult. Please continue to read with your child 

regularly at home and make a note of the pages 

read, along with any comments, in their reading 

journal. Your child may change their home reader 

every day.  

As your child progresses through school, it is still a 

vital part of their learning that you hear them read 

aloud. Naturally, the focus changes and you are no 

longer working on building up fluency and expression 

but looking at prediction, deduction and inference. 

Questions such as ‘What do you think . . . will do 

next?’ ‘What could happen here?’ ‘Why is . . . 

behaving like that?’ help children to develop their 

higher order reading skills.. 

 

HOMEWORK/SPELLINGS/TIMESTABLES 

Homework will continue to be sent out half 

termly - each half term you will receive a home 

learning menu. As explained on the menu, you 

must complete the maths, reading and writing 

activities but can choose any two options from 

the other choices from across the curriculum.  

The homework menu will allow you to be creative 

and imaginative in what you decide to produce.  

The hand in date for the activities this half 

term will be Monday 2nd December.  Many 

parents ask if they can help with activities and 

projects such as this and the answer is most 

definitely a resounding ‘yes’! There is nothing 

more motivating for a child than an interested 

adult.  The Homework menu has been sent home 

tonight with this letter. 

Your child will continue to bring spellings and 

times tables to learn at home (on a Monday). 

These will be tested on a Friday. Logging ion to 

Times Table Rockstars is a great way to 

practise. 

 
 



 

Notes for Parents 

 

 Ukulele continues to be taught on a Monday morning. Children do need to bring their instruments and 

music folder in each week as they are often given sheets of music to take home and practise during the 

week.  

 

 Children are encouraged to bring a drinks bottle, filled with water, to school each day. There is also a 

water fountain available for the children to use.  

 

 Please ensure that your child has their PE kit in school. It will be sent home at the end of each half 

term. All PE kit and school uniform must be labelled, so if lost, they can be easily returned to 

you.  

 

 Please keep an eye out for important dates in the run up to Christmas, such as the Nativity, Christmas 

party day and the school Christmas dinner day.  

 

 

 

Recommended books around our topic:  

 

 The Portal by Andrew Norriss. 

 Aquila by Andrew Norriss. 

 Dr Xargle’s book of Earthlets by Jean Willis and Tony Ross. 

 Blast Off! by Tom Bradman. 

 Space Pirates and Other Sci-fi Stories by Tony Bradman. 

 Stanley in Space by Jeff Brown. 

 Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura. 

 Stig of the Dump by Clive King 

 Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo 

 King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table by Marcia Williams 

 Flat Stanley: The Great Egyptian Grave Robbery by Sara Pennypacker 

 The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry 

 The Chocolate Tree: A Mayan Folktale by Linda Lowery 

 Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian 

 Jet the Rescue Dog by David Long & Peter Bailey 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support and I look forward to seeing you at Parents evening, however, if at any 

point, should you have any questions or want to contact me, please feel free to catch me after school or send 

me a message vis Class Dojo.  

 

Many thanks,   

             
Mrs Antonella Greenhalgh            

    


