
 

 
  

 

Spring 1 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

Happy New Year to you all.  I hope you had a wonderful time over the festive period.  The children have 

applied themselves brilliantly during our Focus Week at St. George’s, they settled in fantastically and 

certainly were positive ambassadors for Mossy Lea.   I was really impressed by some of the homework that 

was brought in at the end of the last half term.  It was clear to see how much effort had gone into producing 

work of such creativity and of such a high standard. 

 

The remainder of the half term promises to be just as exciting as we will begin by learning about Chinese New 

Year with our celebration day on Friday 24th January at St. George’s. Children are welcome to come dressed 

as one of these zodiac animals or in traditional Chinese style clothes on this day.           

 
This half term our topic is ‘If you go down to the woods…’ Throughout this topic, we will explore a range of fairy tales. 

As with the start of all our topics, we will discuss it with the children to find out what they already know and what they 

want to find out. This will form the basis of our weekly planning so that we can try to plan from the children’s interests.  

If you have anything that you think may be of interest to our learning then please let us know. As with all our work in 

the Reception class, the topics involve a strong emphasis on practical activities to develop children’s learning. 

             

 The Half Term Ahead 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Days to Remember 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tell fairy tales 

using puppets 

 

Making a 

Chinese New 

Year dragon  

 

Design fairy 

tale puppets 

and masks 

 

Act out the 

Chinese zodiac 

story 

 

Learn to form 

curly 

caterpillar 

letters 

 

Write an 

invitation to 

Cinderella’s 

ball 

 
 

Use chop 

sticks in the 

malleable area 

 
 

Reception Curricular Letter  

Find out some 

facts about 

Chinese New 

Year 

 

Write speech 

bubbles for 

fairy tale 

characters 

 

Label the Chinese 

zodiac animals 

 

Monday 
Reading Books Changed 

(Home Reader/Phonics) 

 

Arts and Craft after 

school club 

Tuesday  

 

PE day 

 
Fun Fitness after 

school club 

Wednesday 
Reading Book Changed 

(Home Reader only)  

 
Computing after school 

club 

 

Thursday 
  

 
Homework after school 

club 

 
 

Friday 
Reading Books Changed 

(Home Reader/Phonics) 

 

PE day (outside) 

 
Dodgeball after school 

club 

 



 
 

 

 

Literacy 

This half term children will develop their speaking and 

listening skills through daily class discussions and weekly 

circle time sessions. Our ‘Chinese Restaurant’ role play 

area will also provide opportunities to listen and respond 

to others.  

 

The children will be learning sounds and letters each day 

in phonics and they will be practising letter formation 

using various tools such as pens, pencils, paint brushes, 

sand, chalk and play dough. Pupils will write for a range of 

purposes including an invitation and the zodiac story.  

 

We will continue to learn to read and write diagraphs (two 

letters which make one sound e.g. ‘ow’). Children will have 

lots of opportunities to practise blending phonemes to 

read, and segmenting phonemes to spell words. We will 

also practise reading sentences and carry on learning to 

recognise some ‘tricky’ words. 

 

 Continued interest in books will be fostered by reading a 

range of books during story time, guided groups and in 

individual reading sessions. 

 

How you can help at home? 

• When reading with your child at home, talk about 

words that rhyme. 

• Explain the meaning of new words your child 

comes across to help extend their vocabulary.  

• Talk to your child about the phonemes and ‘tricky’ 

words that we have been learning at school.   

• Read with your child at home on a regular basis, 

modelling how to sound out individual phonemes and blend 

them together.  

• Encourage your children to write at home and 

model correct letter formation. 

 

Mathematics 

The children’s mathematical development is furthered through whole class work, through focused activities, in small groups 

with an adult and through play.  

 

During the half term, we will continue to build on children’s knowledge of numbers up to 20. We will be practising adding 

and taking away numbers using practical equipment and in real life contexts. Children will be taught to form digits correctly 

and we will practise writing numbers throughout this half term.  We will then estimate, measure and compare the weight 

and height of objects through role play and in real life contexts.  

 

How you can help at home? 

 Help your child to recognise and write numbers to 20.  

 Support your child’s understanding of early addition/subtraction by encouraging them to find the total number of 

objects in 2 groups and by asking them how many objects they ‘have left’ when you have taken some away. 

 Compare the weight of two objects and talk about which is heavier/lighter. 

 

Home Reading 

We endeavour to change children’s reading 

books three times a week (Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday) and will take every 

opportunity to hear them read.  

 

Children in Reception are heard to read in 

one way or another every single day. They 

have opportunities to read during daily 

phonics sessions, at least once as part of a 

group (guided reading) and lots of 

opportunities to share a book independently 

with school staff and reading volunteers. 

 

It is important that children bring their red 

reading folders each day as we like to 

record when they have read with an adult in 

school. 

 

 Books will continue to be issued by teaching 

staff and parent volunteers to ensure books 

are allocated at the correct phase.  

 

 Please continue to add comments about your 

child’s reading in the reading record book. 

Children are expected to read at home with 

an adult every day if possible for about ten 

minutes. If your child reads their own books 

at home, please feel free to make a note of 

this in their reading records.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes for Parents 

 

 

 Children are encouraged to bring a drinks bottle, filled with water, to school each day. There is also a 

water fountain available for the children to use.  

 

 Please ensure that your child has their PE kit in school. It will be sent home at the end of each half 

term. The children may be outside for PE this term, so please send in outdoor trainers. Dark coloured 

tracksuit bottoms and a jumper are optional. All PE kit and school uniform must be labelled, so if 

lost, they can be easily returned to you.  

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support. As always, if at any point, should you have any questions or want to 

contact me, please feel free to catch me after school or send me a message vis Class Dojo.  

 

Many thanks,   

             

Mrs Antonella Greenhalgh           

     

HOMEWORK 

Homework will continue to be sent out half termly - each half term you will receive a home learning 

menu. As explained on the menu, you must complete the maths, reading and writing. Additionally this 

half term, children must complete one Science activity.  

 

The children can then choose any one option from the other choices from across the curriculum.  The 

homework menu will allow you to be creative and imaginative in what you decide to produce.   

 

The hand in date for the activities this half term will be Monday, 10th February.  

 

 Many parents ask if they can help with activities and projects such as this and the answer is most 

definitely a resounding ‘yes’! There is nothing more motivating for a child than an interested adult.  The 

Homework menu has been sent home tonight with this letter. 

 

 
 


