
 

 
  

 

Spring 2 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 

 Welcome back after what we hope has been a soggy but hopefully enjoyable and fun-filled half term break. 

It is hard to believe that we are already half way through the school academic year! We have many things to 

look forward to during this half term. We hope that our curriculum letter will provide you with all the 

information you need to enable you to support your child’s learning. 

 

This half term our topic will be ‘New Beginnings. As with the start of all our topics,  

we discuss it with the children to find out what they already know about it and what 

they want to find out. This will form the basis of our weekly planning so that we can try to plan from the 

children’s interests. If you have anything that you think may be of interest to our studies then please let us 

know.  

The Half Term Ahead 

             

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Days to Remember 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dress up as a 

book character 

for World Book 

Day. 

Yoga, 

fitness and 

zumba 

Pancake 

day Farm Shop 

role play 

Find out about 

customs and 

traditions at 

Easter. 

Watch chicks 

hatch and talk 

about lifecycles 

Create 
farmyard 
artwork 

Reception Curricular Letter  

To act out ‘What 

the Ladybird 

Heard’ by Julia 

Donaldson 

 

Plant seeds 

and watch 

them grow. 

Continue to 

access Funky 

Fingers and 

Handwriting 

Monday 
Reading Books Changed 

(Home Reader/Phonics) 

 

Arts and Craft after 

school club 

Tuesday  

 

PE day 

 
Fun Fitness after 

school club 

Wednesday 
Reading Book Changed 

(Home Reader only)  

 
Computing after school 

club 

 

Thursday 
  

 
Homework after school 

club 

 
 

Friday 
Reading Books Changed 

(Home Reader/Phonics) 

 

PE day  

 
Street dance after 

school club 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Literacy 

 

This half term, we will continue to build on the children’s speaking and listening skills. This will be developed 

through whole class and small group discussions. Children will be encouraged to speak in a variety of 

situations (role play, hot seating, and circle time) and we will develop their confidence when speaking to an 

audience. We will also be discussing stories during whole class, guided groups and individual reading sessions. 

The children will be encouraged to ask and answer how and why questions.  

 

As we progress through the letters and sounds scheme, the sounds your child has been focusing on that 

week are sent. It is important to practise these sounds with your child as well as the phase 2 and phase 3 

tricky words which have been sent home. 

 

 We are now also focusing on handwriting, which the children do weekly. We are encouraging them to form 

letters correctly, i.e. starting and finishing in the correct place. As always, we will provide the children with 

lots of opportunities for independent reading and writing inside and outside the classroom. Pupils will be 

encouraged to correctly use capital letters and full stops. 

 

How you can help at home? 

• Talk to your child about the phonemes and ‘tricky’ words that we have been learning at school.   

• Read with your child at home on a regular basis, modelling how to sound individual phonemes, 

diagraphs & trigraphs and blend them together (help is on the espresso website – login details are stuck in 

the front of their reading records).  

• When reading with your child, talk to them about the story in detail. Encourage them to question why 

and how events occur or characters respond in the way they do.  

• When writing independently, encourage your child to use their knowledge of phonics to make their 

own attempts at spelling whilst using a correct pencil grip. 

• Explain the meaning of new words your child comes across to help extend their vocabulary. 

• Encourage discussion after reading a story by supporting your child to recall key characters, settings 

and events 

Mathematics 

 

The children’s mathematical development is furthered focused activities in small groups with an adult and through 

play. During the term, we will continue to build on children’s knowledge of numbers up to 20. We will be practising 

reciting, recognising, ordering, comparing and writing numbers. We will recap how to find ‘one more’ and ‘one less’ 

and continue through practical activities to learn how to add and subtract. Children will continue to be encouraged 

to write numerals and record their own calculations using pictures with support. We will also be exploring the 

concept of doubling and halving this half term.  

 

How you can help at home? 

• Help your child to recognise and order the numbers 0 to 20 and spot numbers when you are out and about. 

• Whilst playing games at home, or at any appropriate opportunity, encourage your child to count in order. 

• Support your child’s understanding of early addition by encouraging them to find the total number of 

objects in 2 groups.  

• Talk to your child about money and the different coins that can be used when shopping.   



 

 

 

Notes for Parents 

 

 Children are encouraged to bring a drinks bottle, filled with water, to school each day. There is also a 

water fountain available for the children to use.  

 

 Please ensure that your child has their PE kit in school. It will be sent home at the end of each half 

term. All PE kit and school uniform must be labelled, so if lost, they can be easily returned to 

you.  

 

 

Thank you for your continued support. As always, if at any point, should you have any questions or want to 

contact me, please feel free to catch me after school or send me a message vis Class Dojo.  

 

Many thanks,   

             

Mrs Antonella Greenhalgh           

     

Home Reading 

We endeavour to change children’s reading books three times a week (Monday, Wednesday and Friday) and will 

take every opportunity to hear them read.  

 

Children in Reception are heard to read in one way or another every single day. They have opportunities to read 

during daily phonics sessions, at least once as part of a group (guided reading) and lots of opportunities to share a 

book independently with school staff and reading volunteers. 

 

It is important that children bring their red reading folders each day as we like to record when they have read 

with an adult in school. 

 

 Books will continue to be issued by teaching staff and parent volunteers to ensure books are allocated at the 

correct phase.  

 

 Please continue to add comments about your child’s reading in the reading record book. Children are expected to 

read at home with an adult every day if possible for about ten minutes. If your child reads their own books at 

home, please feel free to make a note of this in their reading records.  

 

 

HOMEWORK 

Homework will continue to be sent out half termly - each half term you will receive a home learning menu. As 

explained on the menu, you must complete the maths, reading and writing.   

 

The children can then choose any one option from the other choices from across the curriculum.  The homework 

menu will allow you to be creative and imaginative in what you decide to produce.   

 

The hand in date for the activities this half term will be Monday, 30th March.  

 

 Many parents ask if they can help with activities and projects such as this and the answer is most definitely a 

resounding ‘yes’! There is nothing more motivating for a child than an interested adult.  The Homework menu has 

been sent home tonight with this letter. 

 

 
 


