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Dearpupils

consideryourlong and short term future.

Our aim is to support you in these difficult
decisions and ensure thatyou are happy,
following the right coursesand able to achieve
to the very highestlevel

Allpupils must follow the core cumic ulum, this
includes - religious studie s, English, science and
mathematics which are studied at GCSElevel

When making choices from the subjects
offered, considercarefully which you enjoy,
are good at,orwilhelp youina careerchoice
later. At this stage you should also be thinking
about whatyou might wantto do afterleaving
school

* QurCatholic feedercollege forPost 16 is
St. Mary’s College Blackbum, but there are
lotsofotherprovidersin the area which also
enable you to take both academic and
vocationalpathwayssuch as:-

¢ Modem Apprenticeships
¢ Employment-training scheme

Youraim should be to leave schoolwith the
bestschoolrecord youcan achieve, in termsof
examination qualifications and a good personal
reference forqualities such ascommitme nt,
good attendance and punctuality, helpfulne ss
and inte rp e rso nal skills.

\_

Key Stage 4 Cuiric ulum

\/’

You are now reaching another important milestone in your education. Fom September you wil
follow courses that continue youreducation between the agesof 14-19.

Some courses will nvolve you continuing work that you have aleady started e.g. maths, English,
science, RE, other courses will be completely new to you. This is the most exciting part of your
education so far. k is very important that the courses you follow are right for you and that you

Disc uss yourthoughts with yourparents and
teachers;askin schoolforany advice orhelp
youneed.

Following the parents and options information
evening on 28th February you will have
opportunity to meetthe Seniorleadership Team
with yourparents, to have a one-to-one

inte rview to disc uss youroption c hoices ensuring
you have made the rightdecisions. These dates
wilbe either Thursday 7th Marxch orMonday
11th March. On the options information evening
we wilmake the appointment foryou and your
parents. You wilneed to bring yourchoices
forms to this appointment.

Subjectteachers, Form Tutors, MrBame tt CEIAG
(Careers, Educ ation, hformation, Advice and
Guidance), MrNeil, Year9 Ac hievement
Coordinatorand Ms Canuthers, Se nio r Assistant
Headteacher, wildo theirbestto assist you
make the mostofallavaiable opportunitie s
and be wellprepared.

MrX Bowers
Headteacher
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Grading the new GCSEs

There is now a new grading system in place forthe GCSEexams which will no longerbe A* - G but
a scale of1-9, forIlevel2 Technical Awards grades are Distinc tion *, Distinc tion, Merit and Pass,
these equate to GCSE9 point grading system (see below)

Key points

Statistical predictions willbe used to ensure there isalignmentbetween the new and cument
grading struc tures. The new grading struc ture wilbe applied to other GCSEsubjectsin 2019 (see
below) such that:

broadly the same proportion of students wilachieve a grade 4 and above ascumently achieve
a grade C and above

broadly the same proportion of students wilachieve a grade 7 and above ascumently achieve
a grade A and above

broadly the same proportion of students wilachieve a grade 1 and above ascurently achieve
a grade G and above GCSE,

Allothergrade boundaries wilbe set arthmetically,asnow. Forexample, the boundaresat
grades5and 6 wilbe setbased on the difference in markshetween grades4 and 7; grade
5willbe setatone third ofthe difference in marks, and grade 6 attwo thirds the difference in
marks.

The government’s definition of a ‘good pass’ will be set at grade 5 for GCSEs. A grade 4 will still
be accepted by Further Educ ation institutionsasan acceptable passin English and maths so re
sitting wilnotbe needed.

Maths, science and languages willcontinue to be tiered as Foundation and Higher.

Formore informa tion visit www.ofqualgov.uk

GCSEs TEC HNICALAWARDS

New grading structure Current grading structure

Technical Award
Grade Old Grade Equivalent | New Grade
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The EBacc and

Progress 8 measure

Whatis the English Baccalaureate?

1. 'The govemmentbelievesthatschoolsshould
offerpupisa broad range ofacademic subjects
to age 16 and the English Baccalaureate (EBacc)
promo te s this a spira tio n.

2. The EBacc is not a new qualification. It will
recognise pupils achievementsacrossa core of
selected academic subjects getting good passes
in rigorous GC SEs.

3. 'The EBacc willcoverachievementin English,
mathematics, sciences, a language and a
humanitie s subject (geography orhistory).

4. 'The govemmentintendsto measure individual
pupils achievementsovera range ofeight
subjects that includes EBacc qualifications.

5. 'The schoolensuresthatpupilsofapprprate
ability and interest are able to gain an EBacc
qudalification.

<
5

At Mount Carmmel English, maths, science and
religiouseducation are allcompulsory core GCSE

How does this affect youroptions?

subjects. horderto meetthe Progress 8 measure
allpupilsneed to selectatleastone EBacc subject
(history, geography, computerscience, Spanish or
Frenc h). This is ¢ o nsiste nt with the rationale behind
the DfE’s ‘Progress 8’ performance measures.

Ofcourse itisstillbest to make sure the subjectsthat
pupisselectare the mostapproprate forthem. In
some casesthiswilnotnecessarly be 8 subjectsand
fora smallminority of pupilsnoran EBacc subject.

This willbe explained in more detailatthe combined parents and optionsevening.

Advice and guidance is available in school
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education.

Final Choices

By the time you have yourSeniorleadership Team
Options Interview you wil have made yourchoice of
subje c ts whic h you will study forthe nexttwo years,
leading up to the GCSEorotherapproved
examina tions.

We willdo ourupmost to satisfy the choices of all
pupils. It is, however, neverpossible to do this forall
due to the hundreds of diffe re nt combinations which
may be chosen. A few individual pupils will,
unfortunately, be disappointed by having to make
slight alterations to theiroriginal choices.

Careful consideration will have to be given to the size
ofteaching groups. We may be unable to pemit
certain courses to operate if student numbers are

too low.

Once course choiceshave been made, the
timetable for next year will be built to fit them. It may
be difficult, if not impossible, fo change course at

a laterdate. Please stressto yourson/daughterthe
importance ofthinking thingsthrough care fully and
disc ussing c hoicesthoroughly with everyone in order
‘to get it right first time’. Once you have starfed the
course, the schoolwillexpectto see your
commitment to it.

The subjectsyou choose could affectthe choice
ofcareeravailable to you when youleave Year11
forfurtherstudy oremployment. At this stage, you
may nothave made up yourmind about yourfuture
careerand, evenifyou feelsure of yourplans, you
could easily change yourmind later. Fyou have a
careerin mind, you wilneed to considerthe
entrance requirements butitisimportantnotto be
too namow in yourchoicesatthisstage. Yourchoice
ofcareermay require subjects which youcannot

\_

Making yourchoices

N
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You will first need to know what subjects are available to you next year, what the course will be
like and what wil be expected of you if you make certain choices. There are some subjects that
everyone must study; they are religious education, English, mathematics, science and physical

manage and thiscould mean you should consider
an altemative career. Listen to allthe advice
available! In addition, when thinking about your
personalcumic ulum you should not make a decision
abouta subjectsimply because you like ordislke

a teacher. Rememberthatyou may nothave that
teachernextyear. Also, you should not make your
choice because you wish to be with friends - they
maynotbe in the same group asyou are. This
cannotbe stressed too much - it is the subjectyou
should be choosing.

I there is ANYIHING thatyoudo notunderstand at
any stage then talkto one ofthe people listed below.

The decisionsyou make overyouroptionsare some
ofthe mostimportant you make. They dete mine
whatyoudo forthe nexttwo yearsand can make a
big impacton whatyougo on to achieve.

People to contact

fthere is anything that you do notunderstand atany
stage during thisdecision-making processthen getin
touch and discuss yourproblem with yourform tutor
orwith the mostsuitable person from the following
list:-

1. Queresaboutoverallchoice and/orbalance
of subjects - Ms Carruthe rs, Se nio r Assistant
HeadteacherorPastoralleaderMrNeil

2. Quernesaboutcareers- MrBamett CEIAG
(Careers, Education, nformation, Advice and
Guidance)

3. Queresaboutindividualsubjects-referto the
teachernamed atthe bottom ofeach subject
page in thisbooklet.

Do notforget! Keep youroptions open and discuss, disc uss, disc uss!

J
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KS4 Pathways

All pupils study English, maths, science, PE RE citize nship, PHSE

Pupils then choose one ofthe EBacc subjects below. This is
your first choice:-

Choose one ofthese subjects

e French GCSE e Geography GCSE
e Spanish GCSE(M1 &M2only) ¢ ComputerScience GCSE
e History GCSE

Pupils then choose any two of the following subjects (plus a
reserve) from the listbelow

e Art, Craft and Design
(Fine Art) GCSE

History GCSE

iMedia Technical Award
e ComputerScience GCSE

Physical Education GCSE
e Design Technology GCSE

. . e Performing Arts
(Re sistant Matenals Focus)

Technical Award
e Food Preparation and
Nutrition GCSE

Spanish GCSE (M1 & M2 only)

e French GCSE
e Geography GCSE

e Health & Social Care
BTIEC
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CORE SUBJECT @
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Re ligious Studies G CSE

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDUQAS Route A

Religious education is not about making you ‘religious’; it is about enabling you to think for yourself
aboutreligiousand moralissues.

Religiouseducation wilencourage and challenge studentsand equip youto lead a constructive life
in the modem wonld.

GCSE religious education enables you to: Many employers (especially the Police, Armed

* adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective Forcesand canng professions) egard GCSERE as
a good quadlification. It involves a lot of thinking and

writing which showsyou are aware ofotherpeople’s

approach to the study of religion;

e explore Christian and Islamic beliefs, reflect upon ] o i ]
. . beliefsand the nature ofthe society in which we live.
fundamental questions, engage with them

intellec tually and respond permsonaly; e Ekhelpsyou thinkthrough some ofthe big issues

fl hich i he time.
e enhance yourspirtualand moraldevelopment, oflife about which adults argue allthe time

and contrbute to yourhealth and weltbeing; e Ikhelpsto remove the ignorance which causes

. prejudice, hatred and violence (many wars
* enhance yourperonal, socialand cultural . .
are caused through misunderstandings about

e ligion)

e Religiouseducation protectsyou from

development, yourundestanding of diffe rent
cultureslocally, nationally and in the widerwodd

to contribute to socialand ¢ ommunity c ohesion;

e develop yourinterest and enthusiasm forthe indoc trination. & gives you the opportunity to

study of religion, and relate it to the widerword; explore Catholic and Kamic beliefsin a safe

and questioning envinrnment so thatyoucan

* reflect on and develop your own values, become sure of yourown beliefsand explain

opinions and attitudesin light of yourle aming. them cleary to others

e demonstrate knowledge and understanding of
the Roman Catholic and klamic traditionsupon
aspectsoflifestyle, behaviourand philosophy.

e |tis another GCSE qualification for you.

* produce evidence and argumentsto support
and evaluate pointsofview arising from the
study of religiousconcepts, beliefsand practices.

Component One: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World
Weighting: 50% Exam: 2 hours

Component Two: Study of the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity
Weighting: 25% Exam: 1 hour

Component Three: Study of the beliefs, teachings and practices of Islam
Weighting: 25% Exam: 1 hour

k Forfurthe rinformation see Miss Rushton )

8
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CORE SUBJECT
English Ianguage GCSE
English Lite ra ture G CSE

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

The ability to communic ate effectively using both spoken and written formatsis essentialin today’s
word. During Year 10 and 11, pupils at Mount Cammel continue to buid on the skills to achieve this.
Allpupils are provided with opportunities to: talk and listen in a variety of contexts and fora range
of purposes; study a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts; write for a variety of purposes and in a

variety of forms.

All pupils will take both the English Ianguage and English Lite ra ture courses.

Pupils will study the AQA English Language GCSE
Specification (8700).

Pupiswilcomplete a linearcourse with
examinationstaken atthe end of Year11. There
are no longerdifferent tiered GCSEentrie s in the
subject; allpupis wilcomplete the same
examination papersatthe end ofthe course.
Controlled Assessments have also been removed
from the programme ofstudy.

Pupils will study the AQA English Literature GCSE
Specification (8702) in order to obtain a second
GCSE which counts towards theirProgress 8 score.

The English Literature GCSEis also a linearcourse
with examinationstaken on completion ofthe
course in Year1l. There isno tiered entry in this
subject; allpupiscomplete the same two
examination papers.

Paper 1: Explorations

e d Paper 2- Writers'
Viewpaints and

in Creative Reading and

Writing
What's assessed

Section A: Reading

= one literature fiction text

Section B: Writing

« descriptive or namrative
writing

Perspectives

‘What's assessed

Section A: Reading

= one non-flction text and
one literary non-fiction texi

Section B: Writing

= writing to present a
viewpalnt

Assessed

« written exam: 1 hour 45
minutes

» BO marks

« 50% of GCSE

Ouestions

Reading (40 marks) {25%)

— one single text

« 1 short form question
(1 x4 marks)

« 2 longer Torm questions
(2 x 8 marks)

« 1 extendad question
1 % 20 marks)

Writing (40 marks) (25%)

« 1 extended writing
guestion (24 marks for
content, 16 marks for
technical acouracy)

Assessed

« Wwritten exam: 1 hour 45
minutes

« B0 marks

« 50% of GCSE

| Questions
| Reading (40 marks) (25%)
- twao linked texis
| « 1 shart form question
{1 ¥ 4 marks)
« 2 longer form guestions
‘ {708, 1 12 marks)
« 1 exiended guestion
| {1218 marks)
| Writing (40 marks) (25%)
‘ « 1 exlanded writing

question (24 marks for
content. 16 marks for
| technical acouraoy)

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the bd Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry
19th-century novel

What's assessed

» Shakespeare
» The 16th-centu

[ HoVEd

What's assessed
+« Modeam fexis

+ Postry

» | InEeen nootry

How it's assessed

» written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

How it's assessed

« written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes

Section A Shakespeare: students will answer
one question on their play of choice. They will
be reguired to write in detall about an exirach
from the play and then fo write abaut the play
as a whole,

Section B The 19th-century novel: studsnts
will answer one quasticn or their novel of
choice, They will be required towrits in detail
about an extract fiom the novel and then o
write abiout the novel as a whals.

» G4 marks « 06 marks
» 340% of GCSE « B0% of GCSE
Questions Questions

Section A Modern texts: students will answer
one essay question from a choice of Two on
their studied modern prose or drama text.

Section B Poelry: students will answer one
comparative question on one named poem
printed on the paper and one otfier posm from
tneir chosen anthology aluster.

Section G Unseen poetry: Siudents will
answer one Question on One UNSEen poem
ant nne question comparing this poem with a
s=cond unseen poem.

'

standard English.

Pupils will also complete a Spoken Ianguage unit where
they will be expected to present their ideas, respond to
questions on a topic, feedback to a small group and use

\_

Fo r furthe r info rma tion se e Miss Sutc liffe

J

9
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CORE SUBJECT
Mathematics GCSE

ﬂ(l

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

There are two tiers for GCSE Maths which allows forthe wide scope ofability in Mathematics. The
final decision will be made in Year 11 so until then students will follow the course we believe fits their
ability best from Year9 through to Year11.

o Faper Faper Paper2 and Paper3are bothcalculatorpapersand
. Nonainlaior eudztor ulater . . ) .

Foundation QEE T e 233% ryeiyiting 33.3% roeighifiing itisessentialthat both foundation and higherstudents
(grades 1-5) = s ’—'__;-1 ’f‘i

e it

. gP=W ; gy 2, have a scientific calculator. These can be purchased
] from the Maths department.
1 . Allstudentsare required to have a protractorand a

compassin addition to theirstandard equipment (ruler,

penciletc.)

(grades 4-9)

More than everbefore the Mathsexamsfocuson

reasoning and problem solving—thisis what makes
mathematicalskils so valued by employers! However
thisis a skillyou wil have to cultivate overyourthree
years studying GCSE Maths: justbeing able to answer
the AO1 style short questionsisn’t enough— being able
to reason (AO2) and problem solve (AO3) are justas

impo rtant!

In yourtime studying your Maths GCSEyou will study sixbroad contentareas: allofthese are important and
willbe on yourexam! You willleave usin Year11l with a wellrounded appmwach to Maths having developed

yourskillsin allofthese areas.

Foundation tier Higher tier

Number 25% 15%
Algebra 20% 30%
Ratio, proportion and rates of change 25% 20%
Geometry and measures 15% 20%
Probability

15% 15%
Statistics

k Forfurtherinformation see Mrs Robinson J

10
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CORE SUBJECT
Combined Science GCSE

\/’

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

Asa NationalCore subjectthere isa programme of content that allcandidates must study at K4.
At Mount Cammelthisiscovered by the following route:

AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy

Allpupis willstudy GCSECombined Science. It’'s similarto the cument GCSECore and GCSE
AdditionalScience,and a double award: GCSECombined Science istherefore equivalent to two
GCSEs. Setting of pupilsin science isbased on robust assessment during Year9, moderated by the
science teachers professionaljudgements.

This route leading to GCSE Combined Science means that all pupils will be in a position to pursue Science ‘A’
levels, if successfulat GCSEand interested so to do.

Careers in science are wide and varied and science qualifications can lead fo careers including opportunities
mnareassuch as:

o Life sciences, such asphysiology, phamacology, microbiology, plantsciences

o Earth sciences, like geology, meteomwlogy and oceanography

o Medicalresearch

. Physicalsciences, including ¢ he mistry, physic s, mathematics, materalsscience and geoscience
. Ihdustrialscience, like food and petrochemicals

o Research and developmentin the textile s ind ustry

Allassessmentisterminalatthe end of Year1l with examssatateitherhigherorfoundation tier. The grades
awarded are ona 17-pointscale: 1-1 to 9-9 —where 9-9 isthe best grade. A student taking Foundation Ter
assessmentswilbe awarded a grade within the range of 1-1 to 5-5. Students who failto reach the minimum
standard for grade 1-1 will be recorded as U (unclassified) and will not receive a qualification certificate. A
student taking HigherTerassessments willbe awarded a grade within the range 0f4—4 to 9-9. A student
sitting the HigherTerwho just faisto achieve grade 44 wilbe awarded analowed grade 4-3. Students who
fail to reach the minimum standard for the allowed grade 4-3 will be recorded as U (unclassified) and will not
receive a qualification certificate.

Finally, there isno elementofcontrolled assessmentorwhatused to be called “coursework”. The assessment
is 100% exam based.

k Forfurtherinformation see MrGeorgy )

11
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CORE SUBJECT @
/@

Physical Educ ation

EXAMINATION BOARD: This is a non GCSEsubject

Allpupiswillparticipate in one hourofcore P.E perweek Asfaraspossble pupiswillgeta
choice ofatleasttwo sportsevery halfterm.

Sports included are;

e Footbal

e Netbal

e TFitnessaermbics/yoga/cir uits

e Boxing
e Handbal
e Voleybal

e Badminton

e "Thble Tennis

e Dance

e Ultimate Frisbee
* Rounders

e Crcket

e Athletics

e Gym
e Archery
* Dodgebal

* Cross Country

k Forfurtherinformation see Mrlow )
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OPTIONALSUBJECT
Art, Craft & Design GCSE
(Fine Art)

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

\/’

This is a broad course exploring practical At & Design which includes investigating the history of
art and artists relevant to a theme. The pupil will work in a wide range of media, processes, new
media and technologiesto produce workin 2D and/or3D.

Pupiswilproduce a portfolio of work which includespracticaland contextualwork (study ofart
and artists) in the following endorse ment (style of study)

Fine Ant - drawing, painting, sc ulpture, mixed me dia, print making, le ns base d me dia, installation
and land amn.

The examination consists of the following
components:

Coursework = 60%

One extended projectbeginning in Year 10 plusa selection of furtherworkbased on mini skills foundation
projects. Drawing activitiesare an essential part. Students must provide evidence foreach ofthe 4 assessment
objectives.

A01 Study of artists and styles

A02 Experiments, exploring using a wide range of media, materals and techniques.

A03 Recording ideasthrough drawing and annotations.

A04 Create personalartworksthatare linked and developed from the theme and the visualresearch.

Extemally settask = 40%

Thisisset by the exam board and wilbe completed during the spring term of Year 11. Pupils willc hoo se their
own starting point from the Iist.

They will be required to prepare sketch book studies and a final personal response/piece.

* Preparation time —spring term

e Personalresponse — 10 hours undersupervision

e Evidence ofallfourobjectives mustbe demonstrated

During the course the pupilwilbuid on theirKey Stage 3 experience, workin sketch booksand on design
sheetsto produce theirown work

The portfolio and settaskare assessed mtemally agamst fourobjectives and then extemally moderated by the
exam board.

We cunently have 4 computers, a 3D printerand an A3 colourprinterforpupils to use in Art.

Artisa subjectthat wilhelp develop a pupilscreative thought and expression. Ehelpsto enhance a pupil's
analytical visual tactile, sensory abilities and experiences. Art & Design enablesusto become crticaland
disceming consumers. E wildevelop yourvisualskills and self expression, you will use yourimagination and

explore feelingsto create yourown compositions. Pupils willbe able to purchase a starterpackfrom schoolat
the startofyear10.

Career Paths:

There are At & Design college, university and workbased coursesin a range of areas: Graphic Design, Fine
Art, Textile s & Fashion, A Ievel Art, BIEC.

Careers:
Graphic Designer, Printer, Arc hite ¢ t, llustrator, Tatto o Artisit, Fashion Designer, Product Design, Artist, Teacher,
Gallery/ Art museum workeraswellas Art forPleasure and Relaxation

k Forfurtherinformation see MrThompson orMiss Mollart )
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O PTIO NAL SUBJECT
Computer Science GCSE g

e

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

This qualification is ideal for those wishing to pursue a career in Computing. GCSE Computer Science
isa challenging but rewarding course which isheld in high regard by employersand colleges alike.
Due to the high amount of mathematical content, it is advisable that pupils wishing to study this
course are confident in maths. Above all else however you should be enthusiastic, able to persevere
with challenging tasks and enjoy solving problems.

The course will develop crtical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills through the study of computer
programming, giving pupils a fun and interesting way to develop these skills, which can be transferred to
othersubjectsand evenapplied in day-to-day life. In thisrespect, the course providesexcellentpreparation for
pupils who wantto study orworkin areasthatrely on these skills, especially where they are applied to technical
problems. These areas include engineering, financial and resource management, science and medicine.

The course is made up of3 elements as shown below

Paper 1: Computational

thinking and problem-
solving

Paper 2:

Writte n assessment

Paper 3:

Programming project

What's assessed

Computational thinking,

problem solving, code trac-
ing and appled computing
aswellastheoreticalknowl
edge of computerscience.

What's assessed

Theoreticalknowledge from
subject content.

What's assessed

The programming project wil
assess a student’s ability to
use the knowledge and skills
gained through the course

to solve a practicalpro-
gramming problem.
Students wilbe expected to
folow a systematic apmach
to problem-solving of the
subject content.

How it's assessed

. Written exam set in
practically based
scenarios: 1 hour30
minute s

. 80 marks

e Presently 50% of GCSE
butunderreview

How it's assessed

. Written exam: 1 hour 30
minute s

. 80 marks

. Pre sently 50% of GCSE
butunderreview

How it’'s assessed

. Report: totalling 20
hoursofwork

. 80 marks

¢ Up to 20% of the final
grade may be assessed
through the
programming project.

Questions

A mix of multiple choice,
short answerand longer
answer que stio ns a sse ssing
a student’spractical
problem-solving and

computational thinking skills.

Questions

A mix of multiple choice,
short answer, longer
answerand extended
response que stions
assessing a student’s
theoreticalknowledge.

Forfurtherinformation see MrEvans

Tasks

The developmentofa
computerprogram along
with the computer
programming code itself
which hasbeen designed.
written and tested by a
studentto solve a problem.
Students willproduce an
originalreport outlining this
development.

14
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O PTIO NAL SUBJECT
Design Technology G CSE

P

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

Design and Technology is everywhere and in everything. It is difficult to imagine what would happen
without the creative minds developing new products and solutions to essentialeveryday problems.
Through the study of Design and Technology, students willbe skilled in the design and manufac ture
of high quality outcomes in a varety of materals. They'll leam about commercial processes and
careers in related industries, as well as developing core transferable skills, such as creativity,

analytic althinking, collaboration, communication and problem solving.

Course involve ments

Design and Technology involves designing and making innovative productsto a professionalstandamd.
Throughout Year 10, students willleam key knowledge, skills and understanding through a range of design and
make assignments. These assignments wilenable studentsto explore:

* Fulluse ofcutting edge machines/'equipment (e.g. 3D Printing, Laserc utting, Sublima tio n syste ms, wo rksho p
equipment...)

* Advanced use ofindustry standard computerdesign software

e 3D Vitualmodelling and Rapid Prototyping

* Professionaldrawing techniques

* ProductAnalysisand deconstruction

* Projectmanagement/management skills

e The evolution of Design

* Productmarketing and packaging

* Design theory underpinning commercialdesign and manufac ture.

With ourcontinued aim to provide students with engaging and challenging c urric ulum opportunities and en-
able them to work with a range of materialsand processes, students wilbe expected to contribute toward
the costof materalsand components. Ietters wilbe sent home detailing the re quire me nts.

How is the GCSE assessed?
The course ismade up of2 elementsasshown below:

Unit 1: (50%) - Examination Unit 2: (50%) - Non-Exam Assessment (NEA)

What's assessed What's assessed

e Core technicalprinciples e Core technicalprinciples

e Specialisttechnicalprinciples e Specialisttechnicalprinciples

¢ Designing and making principles ¢ Designing and making principles

How it's assessed How it's assessed

e  Written exam: 2 hours e NEA approx. 30-35 hours

e 100 marks e 100 marks

* 50%0fGCSE * 50%0fGCSE

Questions What should students produce:

e Section A: Core technicalprinciples (20 marks). * Substantialdesign and make taskbased onone of
Multiple choice and short answerque stions a sse ss the challengesreleased by the exam board (AQA)
bwad technicalknowledge. e Assessmentcrtera to include the following:

e  Section B: Specialist (30 marks). More in depth - lhve stigating
questions about chosen materalstudy. - De signing

e Section C: Designing and Making principles (50 - Making
ma rks). SIS &P ples( - Analysing and evaluating

Future Prospects:
Careersin Product Design, Graphic Design, Photography, Arc hite c ture, Joinery, Engine ering, Fashion Design,
Interior Design, Theatre Set Design, Advertising/ Marke ting and many more!

k Forfurtherinformation see MrThompson )
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OPTIONALSUBJECT

Food Preparation and Nutrition

G CSE

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

N
5

GCSE food Preparation and Nutrtion will teach you the practical cooking skills to enable you to
develop a thormugh understanding of good nutrtion, food prvenance and the working
characternstics of food. It aims to nurture practical and research skills to give a strong sense of

independence and achievement.

Course involve ments

Subject content

Food preparation skills integrated into five sections:
e Food, Nutrition and He alth

e Food Science

e TFood Safety

e Food Choice
e Food Provenance

How is the GCSE assessed?
Paper 1: Food preparation and nutrtion undertaken
atthe end of Y11 (50% of GCSE).

e 'Theoretical knowledge of food preparation and
nutrition from Sections 1 to 5 (asabove).

e Written exam: 1 hour45 minutes.

Non-exam assessment (NEA) x2
Task 1: Food investigation (30 marks)

e Students’ understanding ofthe working
characternistic s, functionaland chemical
propertiesofingredients, undertaken by Practical
inve stig a tio ns.

e Writtenorelectronic report (1,500-2,000 words)
inc luding photographic evidence ofthe
prac tic al inve stig a tio n.

Forfurtherinformation see MrThompson

Task 2: Food preparation assessment (70 marks)

e Students knowledge, skills and understanding in
relation to the planning, preparation, cooking,
presentation offood and applic ation of nutrtion
related to the chosen task.

e Students will prepare, cook and present a final
menu ofthree dishes within a single period ofno
more than three hours, planning in advance how
thiswilbe achieved.

e Written orelectronic portfolio inc uding
photographic evidence. Photographic evidence
of the three final dishes must be included.

Future Prospects

Both ACCROSS and Blackbum coleges teach
numerus food courses. The Catering Industry is still
one of the biggest employers in the country. Past
students have gone on to apprenticeship courses
whic h offer an insight into this industry. Northcote is a
businessthathastaken on paststudents, one ofwhich
has recently won ‘Young Chef of the Year’
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OPNIONALSUBJECT
French GCSE

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

Subject Content
Students study allofthe following themeson which
the assessmentsare based.

e Identity and culture

e Iocalarea,holidaysand travel

e School

e Future plansand aspirations

* Intemationaland globaldimension

Asse ssments

GCSEFrench studentsare entered foreither
Foundation (grades 1-5) or Higher(grades 4-9) tier.

You willbe assessed in fourdifferent areas.

English is not enough!

those who don’t.

\/’

Ianguagesare really mportant in the word we live in and give you use ful skills for the rest of your
life. The intemet has brought everyone much closer together, so communicating and networking
with speakersofdifferentlanguagesfrom alloverthe wordd hasbecome very mportant. We live in a
multilingualwornd and UKcompaniesneed foreign languagesto trade inte mationally.

Students at Mount Carmelcan study GCSEFench in Year10 and 11.

Paperl - Liste ning Exam

e Written exam:
e 35 minutes(Foundation), 45 minute s (Higher)
e 25% of total qualification

Paper2 - Speaking Exam

e Intemally conducted and extemally assessed
e 7-9minutes (Foundation), 10-12 minute s (Higher)
o 25% of total qualification

Paper3 - Reading Exam

e Written exam
e 45 minutes (Foundation), 60 minute s (Higher)
o 25% of total qualification

Paper4 - Writing Exam

e Written exam
e 70 minute s (Foundation), 80 minute s (Higher)
o 25% of total qualification

UKcompanies aleady do business with over 200 countries worddwide. This means UKemployersneed people
with language skillsifthey are to stayontop oftheirgame, and wilseekoutpeople who have them. Thismeans
young people who study a language at GCSEmay wellenjoy betterjob prospects and better salaries than

Forfurtherinformation see Mrs Herbert
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OPTIONALSUBJECT
Geography GCSE

Q |
/‘\)\
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA \—’
There isno getting away from geography. kisallaround us. It is the wordd around us. Geography is

fascinating because it'sabout everyone’s favourite topic: us, and the excitementofourlives. It asks
why we live, how and where we do, and how we fit into our environment - plus, what happens when

itgoeswrong.

WillIenjoy geography?

Yes - if you:

e enjoyleaming aboutpeople and placesand
wonderwhy there are so many differencesin the
word

e everwonderwhy there isa McDonald’sin every
town orcity you visit

e are excited aboutcitiesand how they grow and
change

¢ like thinking about the envimnment and its future

e enjoy the ‘great outdoors’ and are eager to find
outabout how the earth’slandscape was
created

e are interested in the naturalwodd, inc luding
volcanoes, the sea-side and mountains

e like finding out about places at different scales -
locally, nationally and globally

e like discovering placeson holiday

Geographers Skills

Through studying geography, the pupilwilleam lots

of skillsthatcan be used in the outside word. Some

ofthese skillsare:

e effective communic ation

e use ofinformation technology

e ability to workaspartofa team

e analytical problem-solving and decision-making
skills

e numeracy and literacy skills through using lots
of different writing stylesand data

* organisation and motivation

e reportproduction and presentation

Geography graduatesare amongst the most
employable due to this dive rsity o f skills (Guardian
2014).

\_

For furtherinformation see Mrs Mc Donne Il

Geography at Mount Camel

A greatdealoftime hasbeen invested in choosing
the most suitable syllabusforpupils at Mount
Camel Geography hasproved to be very popular
and increasing numbersofpupisare choosing to
study geography at GCSE Ltisone ofthe collection
of subjectsthat constitute the English Baccalaureate.

New GCSE Specificaiton

Any pupils that are wishing to take geography GCSE
willbe studying the new AQA syllabus. This consists o f
three terminalexaminations and coverthe following

areas:

e Paperl - Challenges in the Physical Environment
Earthquakes, tropic alstorms, extreme weatherin
the UK climate change, coasts, riversand eco-

systems — woodlands, rainfore sts, de se rts

e Paper2- Challenges in the Human Environment
Rio de Janeir, Nigeria, Bristol, ich and poor
countres, population, North/South divide in the
UK resources—food, waterand energy

e Paper3 - Applications and Evaluating
Geographical Issues
A series of questions based on fieldwork carried
outin Year10 and Yearl1l.
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OPNIONALSUBJECT
Health & Social Care
BTEC

EXAMINATION BOARD: BTEC LEVEL 2

\/’

This is a dynamic new course which is nformative and replaces the previous GCSE in Health and
SocialCare which isno longeravailable. kisalso recognised asbeing suitable for Progress 8.

KFyou wantto go into the following careers you Component 2 - Health and Social Care and Values
should consider Health and Social Care as an option: e 30%ofthe totalcourse

*  Nursery Nursing e Undertakenin Year1l

e Care Work e Intemally assessed assignment where students
e Nursing have to produce a piece ofcourseworkon

e Socialwork carersworkin the NHSand SocialCare sectors

e Working with children orthe eldedy
Component3 —Health and Wellbeing

Whatis involved? e  40%ofthe totalcourse
Component1l — Human lifespan Development * Undertakenin Yearll
e  30%ofthe totalcourse e FExtemally assessed task (exam) 2 hoursin length
e Undertakenin Year10 Students are taught about whatishealth and
e Intemally assessed assignment where students how itcanbe measured? Students have to
have to complete 2 piecesofcourseworkabout answerquestionsbased on case studies.
the livesofpeople and how they change over
time
GRADE CONVERSION
BIEC Health and Social Care Old Grade New Grade
Equivalent
12 Distinc tion A/A* 8/9
12 Merit B 6/7
12 Pass C 4/5
Il Merit D/E 2/3
11 Pass FG 1/2

k Forfurthe rinformation see Miss Clarke )
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OPIIONALSUBJECT
History G CSE

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

‘But it's all in the Past, Why is History Useful to Students Now?’

I would be greatto know whatcould happen before we make an important decision wouldn’t it?
Well, studying history can help usdo thison a big scale.

By analysing past events we leam about the consequences of people’s actions, from Kings and
Queens to the London baker who forgot to put his fire out on September 2nd 1666.

IF we apply this knowledge to the present; govemments, businesses and individuals can leam
lessons from past mistakesorsuccessesand make mformed choicesabout theirfutures.’” (successat

schoolorg)
In GCSE history you get the chance to study: If you study GCSE history you could go follow
¢ Paper 1: Warfare and British society 1250-present a careerin.
and Iondon and the Second Word War * law
e Paper2: Anglo Saxon, Noman England and the * Politics
American West e Business
e Paper 3: Weimarand Nazi Gemany e Joumalism
e Fconomics
In GCSE history you learn to: ¢ Teaching
e Demonstrate yourknowledge and understanding e Socialresearch
ofhistoricalperiods e Archaeolbgy
e FExplain and analyse historic al e ve nts e Marketing

® Analyse and evaluate sources

e Develop and share youropinionsabout
interpretations ofthe past

In GCSE history you get the opportunity to:
e Visitlondon

k Fo r furthe rinformation se e Miss Mo rte nsen )
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OPTIONALSUBJECT
iMe dia
Technical awanrd

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR

\/’

Who is this qualification for?

This is a qualification which is designed for students who wish to develop applied knowledge and
prac tic alskills in using creative technologies. Thisisa practicalcourse that focuseson the reallICT
skills that are needed to take fuladvantage ofthe opportunitiesthat have arisen in the informa tion
age so thatstudentscan become active participants n it.

It would suit students who want fo progress onto other related study, such as qualifications in IT,
Digital Media orComputerScience.

How is this qualification assessed? Summary

Stud e nts will study c o urse wo rk units in:- This c ourse is 25% Exammation and 75% controlled

assessment. [eamers can re-sit the examination

o Creating digitalgraphics ‘
. Creating interac tive multime dia produc ts once ifnecessary before they complete the quali-
o Creating digitalsound fication. The 75% coursework and possibility of an

exam re-sit make this course suitable forstudents
The se units are intemally assessed by the teacher

and extemally moderated and there isan extemally
assessed written paper. Each unit contributes 25% of
the final qualification. The focus of these units is to
produce productsthatmeetan assignment brief.

who are more comfortable with c ourse work than
examina tio ns.

What qualification will | gain

Fachprjectfollowsthe system lifecycle approach e Distinction*at Ievel2 (*2)
and students willleam how to analyse, plan, create * Distinction atIevel2 (D2)
and evaluate a pmwject. They willalso leam about * Mertatlevel2 (M2)

the different pre-production documentsthatneed * Passatlevel2 (P2)

to be produced which willhelp them in preparation * Distinction atlevell (D1)
forthe exam. ¢ MertatIevell (M1)

There isalso an extemally assessed examination unit * Passatlevell (P1)

also worth 25% of the final qualification. The exam is
one hour15 minute s:-

e Pre -pro duc tion skills

This examined unit covers allthe different pre -
production documents and skills that are used in
producing different media products. The c ourse work
units support the preparation forthe examina tion.

k Forfurtherinformation see Ms Caruthers )
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OPNIONALSUBJECT
Pe forming Arts
Technical award

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR

This new course combines drama, music and dance and allows you to perform, leam production
skills and discovermore aboutcareersin the performing arts sector. I gives you the opportunity to
develop knowledge and technicalskillsin a practicalleaming envimnment. You willlookatthe roles
and responsibilities of different ac tors, musicians, directors, ighting and sound designers; as wellas
the appmachesto creating work. Thiswilbe done through a variety of practicalworkshops. You wil
leam how to create, design, develop and rehearse.

SPECIFICATION ATA GIANCE

You willcomplete three units:

UNIT 1: Unlocking creativity (internally assessed)

You will be asked to come up with a performance idea based on a chosen brief, for example- ‘Strug-
gle,’ or, ‘Urban Myths and Legends.’ You will understand, plan and  deliver the activities required to
puton a successfulperformance including business planning and pitc hing. You willproduce a port-
folio of research, planning and ideasto enable youto putona performance. You willthen go on to
do a, ‘Dragon’s Denstyle,’ pitch idea as a group to camera. Short extracts of your performance idea
willalso be presented. You have totalfreedom to do whateveryou are interested in.

UNIT 2: The production/performance (internally assessed)

You will work towards producing a performance to an audience by choosing from five different
exciting briefs. You willchoose two disciplnesfrom eithera listofperformance mlesincluding acting,
dancing, singing, nstrumental musician or a list of production wles including costume, set design,
props, make-up, lighting, sound, stage, originalscript/song writing, direc ting orchoreography. Once
again you can play any piece of music, sing any song, choreograph any dance oract out any
scene that is of interest to you. The briefs include;- ‘The Best of British’ and ‘Once Upon a Time.’

UNIT 3: The performing arts experience (externally assessed)

What'sassessed?

* Rolesand responsibilities within performing arts and the role of performing artsin society
e Working asa deviserperformerdirectorand approachesto rehearsal

e Marketing, public relations, Health and safety, Design and technicalelements

* Reviewing performance and Theatre/film in education.

How it'sassessed: Extemally assessed by a Written exam: 1 hour 30 minute s

A combination of multiple choice questions, short answers, extended responses, design/de vising
q ue stio ns.

k For furtherinformation see Miss Bell o r Miss Javaid )
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OPTIONALSUBJECT

Physical Education /
GCSE

EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR

-
-
~
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The GCSE physical education course will appeal to you if:

* Youhave a keeninterestin sportand recreation and alwayslookforward to yourPElessons

* Thke partin sport/recreation outside ofclass time

* Wantto follow a course thatdevelops knowledge and understanding through practical
involvement

e Wantto study a course thatisactive and thatyou willenjoy

* Are considering a sports-related careeroran A-level/higherleveleducation course

Whatdo Ineed to know, orbe able to do, before taking this course?

The course builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills established in Key Stage 3 Physical Education. i
willgive you exciting opportunitiesto be involved in a numberofdifferent physicalac tivitie s, promo ting an
active lifestyle. You should have an interest in PE and sport, enjoy being active and appreciate the benefits of
keeping fit and healthy.

Content Overview Assessment Overview
- Applied anatomy and physiology (01) Physicalfactors affecting performance 30% of GCSE
- Physical training 60 marks

1 hourwritten paper

- Socio-cultural influences (02) Socio-culturalissues and sports psychology 80% of GCSE
- Sports psychology 60 marks
- Health, fitness and well-being 1 hourwrtten paper
- Practical activity assessment (03) Perfformance in physicaleducation 40% of GCSE
- Analysing and evaluating 80 marks

performance (AEP) Non-exam assessment (NEA)

Whatcan Ido afterPve completed the course?

Aswellasbeing the idealpreparation forthe A-levelPhysical Education course, GCSEPEallows forpro gre ssion
to related vocational qualifications, such as BTEC Firsts and Nationals in Sport or Sport and Exercise Sciences.
The course develops the transferable skills and key skills that employers are looking for and can lead to a
wide varety of employment opportunities. This can include further training in such areas as recreational
management, leisure activities, coaching, officiating, the fitness industry, the armed forces and the Civil Service.

k Forfurtherinformation see Mrlow )
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OPTIONALSUBJECT
Spanish GCSE

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

Subject Content
Students study allofthe following themeson which
the assessmentsare based.

e Identity and culture

e Iocalarea,holidaysand travel

e School

e Future plansand aspirations

e Intemationaland globaldimension

Asse ssments

GCSE Spanish students are entered foreither
Foundation (grades 1-5) or Higher(grades 4-9) tier.

You willbe assessed in fourdifferent areas.

English is not enough!

those who don’t.

Forfurtherinformation see Mrs Hetbert

This option is only available to pupils who have studied Spanish in Year9

Ianguagesare really mportant in the word we live in and give you use ful skills for the rest of your
life. The intemet has brought everyone much closer together, so communicating and networking
with speakersofdifferentlanguagesfrom alloverthe word hasbecome very important. We live in a
multi-lingualwordd and UKcompaniesneed foreign languagesto trade inte mationally.

Paperl - Liste ning Exam

* Wrtten exam:

¢ 35 minutes (Foundation), 45 minute s (Higher)
e 25% of total qualification

Paper2 - Speaking Exam

e Intemally conducted and extemally assessed
e 7-9minutes (Foundation), 10-12 minute s (Higher)
e 25% of total qualification

Paper3 - Reading Exam

e Witten exam
e 45 minutes (Foundation), 60 minute s (Higher)
e 25% of total qualification

Paper4 - Writing Exam

e Wrtten exam
e 70 minute s (Foundation), 80 minute s (Higher)
e 25% of total qualification

UKcompanies aleady do business with over 200 countries worddwide. This means UKemployersneed people
with language skillsifthey are to stayontop oftheirgame, and wilseekoutpeople who have them. Thismeans
young people who study a language at GCSEmay wellenjoy betterjob prospects and better salaries than
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Checklist

Choices forKey Stage 4

1. Whic h courses should Ic hoose ?
Choose courses that:

You know youcando wellin

Are in subjects you like

Reflect your interests and personal qualities

Help youleam in the best way foryou

Willhelp you keep youroptionsopen in the future

. Why should Inot choose some courses?
Don’t choose courses because:

You like the teacher, orrejectthe course
because youdon’tlike them - the teachermight
be different next year

Yourfriendsare choosing them - they are
different from you and have diffe rent strengths
and inte re sts

3. Whatelse should Iconsider?
If you:

Have a clearidea aboutdoing a particular
work-based training or a specific job - find out
the mostappropriate courses forit.

Have a generalidea ofthe broad area ofwork
you'd like to go into - find out whether you can
do any courses which would start you on the way
witho ut stopping you from doing otherthings if
you change yourmind.

Want to continue in learning - find out what
subjectsyoucould do and whetheryou need to
take certain coursesto help you achieve your
aim.

Don’thave anyclearideasnow,itdoesn’t
maftter - choose a range of courses that fit point
labove and, if possible, checkthem out with Mr
Barmett-ourschoolCareers Advisor.

[\\

~
<
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Remember:

e All pupils will study a core cumic ulum of English,
maths, science, RE, P.E + 3 options

e Youhave to selectatleast one subject from the
following;
- Alanguage
- Computer Science
- Geography
- History

¢ You willhave more routes to achieving your
goals than your parents/carers had

e 'Think carefully about yournext ste ps, follow your
stre ng ths and inte re sts
¢ Checkoutinformation in the careers resource

area of the schoollibrary
e Askforhelp
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Year9 Options form 2019 /%

Name: Form:

Ple ase bring this form to your Seniorle adership options
appointment.

All pupils study English, maths, science, PE RE citize nship, PHSE

Pupils then choose one ofthe EBacc subjects from the box
below. This is your first choice:-

Choose one ofthese subjects

[ ]French GCSE [] Geography GCSE
[ ]Spanish GCSE (M1 & M2 only) [ ] ComputerScience GCSE
[ | History G CSE

Pupils then choose any two of the following subjects (plus a
reserve) from the listbelow thereby indicating 2nd, 3rd choice
and reserve

|:| Art, Craft & Design (Fine Art) |:| Health & Social Care
GCSE BIEC

[ ] ComputerScience GCSE [ ] History GCSE

|:| Design Technology GCSE |:| iMedia Technical Award

(Re sistant Ma tenal Fo c us) [] Performing Arts Technical

|:| Food Preparation Award

and Nutrition GCSE |:| Physic al Educ ation GCSE

[] French GCSE [] Spanish GCSE (M1 & M2 only)

[ ] Geography GCSE

Signatures Parent Pupil
Date

Sta ff use only
k Spanish M1 & M2 only Yes [ ] No []
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