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Dear Parents and Carers,  
I can’t believe we have come to the end of Term 3 already! It has been a fabulous term with lots of great 
learning and achievements. This week the children have been taking part in lots of exciting science 
activities, on Wednesday we had the Planetarium in school which was fantastic; the children loved it!  
 
We have also celebrated children’s mental health week and safer internet day this week, I hope the 
children have been able to share some of their learning with you and they continue with these positive 
mindsets throughout the rest of the year. It is important to remind them that it is ‘ok to not be ok’ and 
their ‘voice matters’, there is always someone who will listen.  
 
In assembly today we had lots to celebrate, the children photographed, achieved the certificate of 
excellence or the values award for the week in their class. We also had some positive notes given out and 
lots of children received a 100% attendance certificate for the term – a brilliant achievement!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These children have been awarded their 50 read prize, choosing a book from the vending machine; Emelia 
from Reception, Sarayah and Oliver from Year 1, Arya and Connie from Year 3, Zaynab from Year 4, Aiden, 
Poppy and Gergana from Year 5, Nas, Rebecca, Special, Harley, Chomo and Riley from Year 6 – well done to 
all of them!  
 
The class winners for the attendance trophy goes to Year 5 this week, with a very good 97%.  
There has been a lot of illness around at the moment due to the time of year, I’d like to take this 
opportunity to remind you that if your child is unwell and unable to come to school that you are  
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responsible for letting school know by 9am each morning of your child’s absence. You can do this by 
phoning school and leaving a message on the answerphone or emailing the school office. Thank you for 
your support and cooperation with this.  
 
World Book Day this year is on Thursday 7th March, if your child would like to take part, they are welcome 
to come to school dressed as their favourite character from a story or book. This is an optional dress up 
day, if children do not wish to dress up then they need to wear normal school uniform.  
 
An important message from The White Horse Federation: 
Paul Smith (CEO of The White Horse Federation Trust) will be standing down as our Chief Executive.   

Under Paul Smith’s leadership, the Trust has made great progress with the delivery of a powerful new 

strategy dedicated to enabling every pupil to fulfil their full potential and the establishment of a strong and 

effective central team focused on supporting all our schools.  

During Paul’s tenure over the last 18 months, the Trust has opened an Associate College of the National 

Institute of Teaching; been appointed an attendance hub by the Department for Education; and overseen 18 

positive Ofsted inspections. 

To ensure stability for our staff and pupils and seamless continuity for the ongoing improvements, the 
Board has appointed Simon Cowley (Director of Primary) and Daniel Smith (Director of Secondary) as 
interim Co-CEOs to lead the Trust whilst a comprehensive search for a new CEO is carried out.  

 
A big thank you for your support in my first term here  
at Mountford Manor, it has been a pleasure getting to  
know your children and families.  
 
Wishing you a safe, healthy and restful half-term  
break, looking forward to welcoming everyone back  
for term 4 on Monday 19th February.  
 
 

With best wishes,  
Mrs Helen Wollington 

Headteacher  
 

 

 

Upcoming diary dates: 
 

Monday 19th February – start of Term 4 
 

Monday 26th February – Oral health talk with Nursery 

and Reception classes  
 

Tuesday 27th and Wednesday 28th February – Parents 

Evenings  
 

Monday 4th March – Friday 8th March – National Careers 

week  
 

Thursday 7th March – World Book Day  
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